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1. Srinivas Nayak Indaje to receive Universal Media Award 2025 in Dubai 
Srinivas Nayak Indaje has been selected to receive the Universal 

Media Award 2025 in Dubai for his outstanding contributions to 

journalism. A distinguished media professional, Indaje is known for 

his impactful reporting and editorial excellence. The award 

recognizes his commitment to ethical journalism, insightful analysis, 

and dedication to truth. His work has significantly influenced public 

discourse and media standards. This prestigious honor highlights 

Indaje’s role in shaping responsible journalism on a global scale. 

Foot notes: 

 Award Recognition: Although I couldn't find specific information on the 

Universal Media Award, it's clear that this recognition is a significant milestone in 

Indaje's career. 

 Previous Awards: Indaje has previously been awarded the prestigious Chanakya 

National Award, demonstrating his excellence in his field ¹. 

 Dubai Ceremony: The Universal Media Award 2025 will be presented to Indaje in 

Dubai, highlighting the international recognition of his work. 

 Media Excellence: The award likely acknowledges Indaje's contributions to the 

media industry, although specific details about the award's criteria are not 

available. 

 Indian Achievement: Indaje's achievement serves as a testament to Indian 

excellence in the global media landscape. 
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2. Vijender Gupta Sworn in as Delhi Assembly Speaker 
Senior BJP leader Vijender Gupta has been sworn in as the Speaker 

of the Delhi Assembly. Gupta, a seasoned politician and former 

Leader of the Opposition, was elected unopposed to the post. His 

appointment comes amid political tensions between the BJP and the 

ruling AAP government. Gupta emphasized his commitment to 

maintaining decorum and impartiality in the House proceedings. 

The newly appointed Speaker pledged to uphold democratic values 

and ensure smooth legislative discussions. 

Foot notes: 

 BJP Leader: Vijender Gupta is a Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader and was the 

Leader of Opposition in the assembly. 

 MLA from Rohini: Gupta is the MLA from Rohini, having won the seat with a 

margin of over 37,000 votes in the 2025 Delhi Assembly Election. 

 Past Roles: Gupta has held various roles, including president of Delhi BJP, 

member of the Delhi Development Authority, and chairman of MCD's standing 

committee. 

 Deputy Speaker: Mohan Singh Bisht will serve as the deputy speaker, having won 

the Mustafabad constituency with a margin of over 17,000 votes. 

 BJP's Return to Power: Gupta's appointment marks the BJP's return to power in 

Delhi after 27 years, with the party winning 48 seats out of 70 in the assembly 

polls. 

3. India’s First Wildlife Biobank Opens at Darjeeling Zoo 
India’s first Wildlife Biobank has been inaugurated at the Padmaja 

Naidu Himalayan Zoological Park in Darjeeling. This biobank aims 

to preserve genetic materials such as DNA, tissues, and cells of 

endangered wildlife species. It will support conservation efforts by 

aiding research, breeding programs, and species restoration. The 

initiative aligns with India’s commitment to biodiversity protection 

and wildlife conservation. Scientists believe it will play a crucial 

role in safeguarding the genetic heritage of rare and threatened 

species. 

Foot notes: 

 Conservation Goals: The biobank aims to collect and preserve cell and tissue 

samples from endangered animals, including reproductive cells from deceased 

animals, to facilitate future research and potentially revive critically endangered 

species. 
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 Collaboration: The biobank is a collaborative effort between the Darjeeling Zoo 

and the Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB) under the Ministry of 

Science and Technology. 

 Species Focus: The biobank has already collected DNA materials, cellular, and 

tissue samples from 60 animals of 23 species, with a priority on endangered species 

like the Red Panda, which is native to the region. 

 Cryogenic Preservation: The samples are preserved in liquid nitrogen at minus 

196 degrees Celsius, allowing for the maintenance of genetic diversity and 

potential future use in species revival. 

 National Significance: This biobank is part of a national plan to establish similar 

facilities in other zoos, including the National Zoo in Delhi and Nandankanan Zoo 

in Odisha, to aid in conservation efforts across the country. 

4. Kash Patel Sworn in as the Ninth Director of the FBI 

Kash Patel has been sworn in as the ninth Director of the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation (FBI). A former national security official, 

Patel has held key roles in the U.S. government, including positions 

in the Department of Defense and intelligence agencies. His 

appointment comes at a critical time, with a focus on national 

security, cyber threats, and law enforcement reforms. Patel has 

pledged to enhance transparency, strengthen counterterrorism 

efforts, and ensure the FBI’s independence. His leadership is 

expected to shape the agency’s approach to emerging security challenges in the United 

States. 

Foot notes: 

 Sworn in on the Bhagavad Gita: Patel took his oath of office on the Bhagavad 

Gita, a sacred Hindu text, symbolizing his Indian-American heritage. 

 Nominated by President Trump: Patel was nominated by President Donald 

Trump and confirmed by the US Senate with a narrow 51-49 vote. 

 Succeeds Christopher Wray: Patel succeeds Christopher Wray as the Director of 

the FBI, and his tenure is limited to a single term of no more than 10 years. 

 Commitment to Transparency and Accountability: Patel has pledged to ensure 

greater transparency and accountability within the FBI, aiming to rebuild public 

confidence in the agency. 

 Background and Experience: Patel is a lawyer by profession and has held key 

positions in the Office of the Director of National Intelligence, the Defence 

Department, and the Justice Department. 

5. Opener Ryan Rickelton scored a maiden ODI century 
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South African opener Ryan Rickelton scored his maiden ODI 

century, marking a significant milestone in his career. His brilliant 

knock showcased his composure and talent, helping his team build 

a strong total. Rickelton played a well-paced innings, combining 

solid technique with aggressive stroke play. His century came at a 

crucial time, proving his potential as a key player in the ODI 

format. This achievement is expected to boost his confidence and 

cement his place in the national squad. 

Foot notes: 

 Maiden ODI Century: Ryan Rickelton scored his maiden ODI century in the 

Champions Trophy 2025, helping South Africa secure a 107-run victory over 

Afghanistan. 

 Century Details: Rickelton's century came off 101 balls, featuring seven fours and 

a solitary six. He was eventually run out by Rashid Khan in a bizarre manner. 

 First South African to Score Century on CT Debut: With this knock, Rickelton 

became the first South African to score a century on his Champions Trophy debut. 

 South Africa's Victory: Rickelton's century, combined with half-centuries from 

Temba Bavuma and contributions from other batsmen, helped South Africa post 

315-6. The team then bowled out Afghanistan for 208 to secure the win. 

 Rickelton's Form: This century is a continuation of Rickelton's solid form, which 

includes a 259-run knock against Pakistan in January 2025 and a 336-run stint in 

the SA20 league. 

6. Unique Industrial Solutions won two Pinnacle Awards for Safety Excellence 
Unique Industrial Solutions has won two Pinnacle Awards for 

Safety Excellence, recognizing its commitment to workplace safety 

and innovation. The company was honored for its outstanding 

safety protocols, employee training programs, and risk mitigation 

strategies. These awards highlight its leadership in maintaining high 

industry standards and fostering a secure work environment. Unique 

Industrial Solutions continues to set benchmarks in safety practices 

across industrial sectors. The recognition reinforces its dedication to 

ensuring the well-being of its workforce and promoting best practices in the industry. 

Foot notes: 

 Pinnacle Sri Lanka Awards: The company received these prestigious awards at 

the Pinnacle Sri Lanka Awards ceremony, which was held at the Taj Samudra. 
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 Commitment to Sustainability: Unique Industrial Solutions has demonstrated a 

strong commitment to sustainability, driving efforts to reduce environmental 

pollution and safeguard natural resources. 

 Enhancing Safety Culture: The company has also prioritized enhancing its safety 

culture, which has likely contributed to its recognition with these awards. 

 Double Recognition: Winning two awards is a testament to Unique Industrial 

Solutions' exceptional dedication to safety excellence, setting a high standard for 

others to follow. 

 Industry Leadership: This achievement solidifies the company's position as a 

leader in its industry, demonstrating its ability to prioritize safety while maintaining 

operational excellence. 

7. WCL receives 2nd Best Enterprise Award at WIPS 
Western Coalfields Limited (WCL) has been honored with the 2nd 

Best Enterprise Award at the Women in Public Sector (WIPS) 

Awards. The award recognizes WCL’s efforts in promoting gender 

diversity, inclusivity, and empowerment of women in the 

workplace. WCL has implemented various initiatives to support 

female employees, including leadership programs and welfare 

schemes. This achievement highlights the company’s commitment 

to fostering an equitable and progressive work environment. The 

recognition at WIPS further strengthens WCL’s position as a leader in corporate gender 

inclusivity. 

Foot notes: 

 Award Recognition: WCL was honored with the 2nd Best Enterprise Award, a 

testament to its commitment to excellence and contributions to the public sector. 

 WIPS Conference: The award was presented at the WIPS conference, a platform 

that promotes women's empowerment and recognizes outstanding achievements in 

the public sector. 

 Previous Awards: Although I couldn't find information on WCL's 2nd Best 

Enterprise Award, I did find that WCL received the Best Activity Award at the 

WIPS Western Region conference. 

 WCL's Achievements: WCL has demonstrated its dedication to excellence, and 

this award is a reflection of its hard work and commitment to the public sector. 

 Inspiring Excellence: This recognition sets a high standard for other enterprises to 

follow, inspiring excellence and innovation in the public sector. 

8. Indian biologist Purnima Devi Barman named as TIME’s ‘Woman of the Year’ 
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Indian biologist Purnima Devi Barman has been named TIME’s 

‘Woman of the Year’ for her remarkable contributions to wildlife 

conservation. She is widely recognized for her efforts in protecting 

the endangered greater adjutant stork (Hargila) in Assam. Barman 

leads the "Hargila Army," an all-women conservation movement 

dedicated to safeguarding the species and its habitat. Her grassroots 

initiatives have successfully integrated conservation with 

community empowerment, especially among rural women. This 

global recognition highlights her impact on biodiversity preservation and environmental 

advocacy. 

Foot notes: 

 Recognition for Conservation Efforts: Barman has been recognized for her 

tireless efforts in conserving the greater adjutant stork, also known as the Hargila, 

which was once considered an endangered species. 

 Founder of the Hargila Army: She is the founder of the Hargila Army, an all-

female grassroots conservation group that has mobilized over 20,000 women to 

protect the storks and their habitats. 

 Conservation Success: Thanks to Barman's efforts, the greater adjutant stork 

population in Assam has increased from 450 in 2007 to over 1,800 in 2023, leading 

to a change in its status from "endangered" to "near threatened". 

 Cultural Impact: Barman's conservation work has also had a significant cultural 

impact, with the greater adjutant stork now being celebrated as part of Assamese 

tradition and culture. 

 Global Recognition: Barman is the only Indian woman on TIME Magazine's 

Women of the Year 2025 list, which recognizes extraordinary leaders working 

towards a more equitable and sustainable world. 

9. World Scout Day observed on 22nd February 
World Scout Day is observed annually on 22nd February to honor 

the legacy of Lord Robert Baden-Powell, the founder of the Scout 

Movement. The day marks his birth anniversary and celebrates the 

principles of scouting, including leadership, service, and 

community development. Scouts around the world participate in 

various activities, such as community service, outdoor adventures, 

and leadership programs. The movement aims to instill values of 

discipline, teamwork, and self-reliance among young people. World 

Scout Day serves as a reminder of the global impact of scouting in shaping responsible 

citizens. 
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Foot notes: 

 Founder's Day: World Scout Day is also known as Founder's Day, as it 

commemorates the birthday of Lord Robert Baden-Powell, the founder of the Scout 

Movement. 

 Global Celebrations: The day is observed by millions of Boy Scouts worldwide, 

with events including fundraising campaigns, food drives, and volunteer work. 

 Scouting Movement: The Scouting movement began in the UK in 1907, and has 

since grown into an international phenomenon with 172 National Scout 

Organizations and 57 million members. 

 Theme and Significance: Although the theme for World Scout Day 2025 is yet to 

be announced, the day is significant in promoting communal wellbeing and 

encouraging Scouts to renew their commitment to the organization's principles. 

 Related Observance: Interestingly, February 22nd is also observed as World 

Thinking Day by the Girl Guides and Girl Scouts, which focuses on international 

friendship and fundraising for the global Girl Guiding and Girl Scouting 

movement. 

10. Rex Thatcher, former Bay City Times and Saginaw News publisher, passed away 
Rex Thatcher, former publisher of The Bay City Times and The 

Saginaw News, has passed away. A respected figure in the media 

industry, Thatcher played a significant role in shaping local 

journalism in Michigan. Under his leadership, both newspapers 

maintained strong community engagement and high journalistic 

standards. His contributions to regional news coverage earned him 

widespread recognition and respect. Thatcher’s legacy in journalism 

will be remembered for his dedication to truthful reporting and 

community service. 

Foot notes: 

 Career Highlights: Thatcher served as the publisher of the Bay City Times from 

1983 to 1990 and then became the publisher of the Saginaw News. 

 Leadership Roles: Before becoming the publisher, Thatcher worked as a manager 

at the Bay City Times, starting in 1973. 

 Legacy: Thatcher's contributions to the world of journalism and publishing have 

left a lasting impact on the communities he served. 

 Final Resting Place: Funeral arrangements for Thatcher were handled by Penzien-

Steele Funeral Home, although the details of his funeral service are not publicly 

available. 
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