Current Affairs

Indian Grandmaster Koneru Humpy Won
Women's World Rapid Chess Championship

1. Indian Grandmaster Koneru Humpy Won Women s World Rapid Chess
Championship

Indian Grandmaster Koneru Humpy clinched the title at the
Women’s World Rapid Chess Championship, showcasing her
exceptional strategic prowess. Her victory highlights her
consistent performance on the global chess stage and
reinforces her status as one of the top female players
worldwide. Competing against a field of elite challengers, X
Humpy demonstrated resilience and brilliance in critical games. This achlevement adds
another prestigious accolade to her illustrious chess career. It serves as a testament to her
dedication and the growing prominence of Indian players in the international chess
arena.

Foot notes:

« Humpy's 2024 win marks her second time claiming the title, solidifying her
position as a leading force in women's chess.

« Youngest Woman Grandmaster: Humpy became the youngest woman to achieve
the title of Grandmaster at just 15 years old in 2002.

« International Recognition: She has represented India in numerous international
tournaments, including the Chess Olympiad, Asian Games, and World
Championships.

. Awards and Accolades: Humpy has received several prestigious awards, including
the Padma Shri, Arjuna Award, and BBC Indian Sportswoman of the Year.
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. Inspiration to Young Players: As a trailblazer in Indian chess, Humpy's
achievements serve as an inspiration to young players, especially girls, to pursue
their passion for the game.

« Continued Success: With her 2024 win, Humpy continues to demonstrate her
mastery of the game, and fans eagerly await her future performances.

2. India-Nepal Joint Military Exercise SURYA KIRAN held in Nepal
The 17th edition of the India-Nepal joint military exercise
SURYA KIRAN was conducted in Nepal, fostering defense
cooperation and interoperability between the two countries. The
exercise involved the Indian Army and the Nepalese Army [
engaging in counter-insurgency, counter-terrorism, and disaster
response drills in a mountainous terrain. It emphasized mutual
sharing of operational expertise, cultural exchange, and : -
camaraderie between the two armed forces. Both sides conducted fleld tralnlng exercises
and humanitarian assistance simulations to enhance joint operational capabilities. This
bilateral engagement underscores the longstanding friendship and robust defense ties
between India and Nepal.

Foot notes:

. The 18th edition of the exercise is being held in Saljhandi, Nepal, from December
31, 2024, to January 13, 2025.

« Participating Troops: The Indian Army contingent comprises 334 personnel from
the 11th Gorkha Rifles Regiment, while the Nepalese Army is represented by the
Srijung Battalion.

. Exercise Objectives: The exercise aims to enhance interoperability in jungle
warfare, counter-terrorism operations in mountainous terrain, and humanitarian
assistance and disaster relief under the United Nations Charter.

. Training Activities: The exercise includes joint training, mutual interaction, and
sharing of experiences between the two armies, with a focus on counter-
insurgency and counter-terrorism operations, disaster management, and
humanitarian assistance.

« Significance: The exercise strengthens the bilateral relationship between India and
Nepal, promoting mutual understanding, trust, and cooperation between the two
armies.

« Previous Editions: The exercise has been held annually since 2011, with previous
editions taking place in India and Nepal.

3. Jasprit Bumrah Makes History by Surpassing 200 Wickets in Test Cricket
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Indian pacer Jasprit Bumrah has etched his name in cricket
history by surpassing the milestone of 200 wickets in Test
cricket. Known for his unique bowling action and lethal
precision, Bumrah achieved this remarkable feat in just 55
matches. His consistent performances have made him a !
cornerstone of India's bowling attack across formats. This |
achievement highlights his ability to excel in challenging

conditions and against top international teams. Bumrah's milestone reinforces his legacy

as one of the finest fast bowlers in the modern era of cricket.
Foot notes:

Bumrah reached the 200-wicket mark in just 44 Test matches, equaling Ravindra
Jadeja's record for the second-fastest Indian to achieve this feat.

Best Average Among Bowlers with 200+ Wickets: Bumrah boasts an incredible
average of 19.38, surpassing legends like Malcolm Marshall, Joel Garner, and
Curtly Ambrose.

Fourth-Quickest to 200 Wickets Globally: In terms of balls delivered, Bumrah
achieved the milestone in 8,484 deliveries, ranking him fourth globally behind
Wagar Younis, Dale Steyn, and Kagiso Rabada.

Most Wickets in a Series in Australia by an Indian Pacer: Bumrah took 29 wickets
in the series, setting a new record for the most wickets taken by an Indian pacer in
a series in Australia.

Dominance in Melbourne: Bumrah's impressive performance in Melbourne earned
him 23 wickets at an average of 14.54, making him the leading wicket-taker
among Indian pacers at the Melbourne Cricket Ground.

Legacy and Impact: Bumrah's achievement is a testament to his hard work,
dedication, and mastery of the art of fast bowling, inspiring aspiring bowlers
worldwide and solidifying his position as one of the greatest pacers in cricket

history.

4. Vijayveer Sidhu Clinched First National Title in Men's 25m RFP

Vijayveer Sidhu has achieved a significant milestone by
clinching his first national title in the Men's 25m Rapid Fire
Pistol (RFP) event. Displaying remarkable precision and
composure, he outperformed his competitors to secure this
prestigious victory. This triumph marks a new chapter in
Sidhu's shooting career, showcasing his dedication and hard
work in the sport. His achievement has earned him widespread
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recoghition and serves as an inspiration for aspiring shooters across the country. With
this success, Sidhu cements his place as a rising star in Indian shooting sports.
Foot notes:

« Young Shooter: Vijayveer Sidhu is a young and talented Indian shooter who has
made a name for himself in the shooting sports.

. Asian Games Medalist: Vijayveer Sidhu won a bronze medal in the 25m rapid
fire pistol event at the 2018 Asian Games.

« National Champion: He has also won several national championships, including
the National Shooting Championship.

« ISSF World Cup Medalist: Vijayveer Sidhu has won medals at the ISSF World
Cup, including a gold medal in the 25m rapid fire pistol event.

. Olympic Aspirations: Vijayveer Sidhu has his sights set on the Olympics and is
training hard to represent India at the world's biggest sporting event.

. Inspiration to Young Shooters: Vijayveer Sidhu is an inspiration to young
shooters in India, showing them that with hard work and dedication, they can
achieve success in the sport.

5. Goa’s Manohar International Airport bags “Best Domestic Alrport” award
Goa’s Manohar International Airport has been honored with the o A
prestigious “Best Domestic Airport” award. This recognition |
highlights the airport's exceptional service quality, modern
infrastructure, and seamless passenger experience. Since its
inception, the airport has set new benchmarks in operational
efficiency and customer satisfaction. The award underscores its - !
significant contribution to enhancing domestic travel and promoting Goa as a premler
travel destination. This achievement reinforces the airport's reputation as a leader in
India’s aviation sector.

Foot notes:

« Manohar International Airport in Goa has been awarded the prestigious "Best
Domestic Airport” award, recognizing its excellence in airport operations and
customer service.

« Airports Authority of India (AAIl) Recognition: The award was given by the
Airports Authority of India (AAI), which is responsible for the development and
management of airports in India.

« Excellence in Operations: The airport was recognized for its excellence in
operations, including its efficient handling of passengers, baggage, and cargo, as
well as its adherence to safety and security protocols.
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World-Class Facilities: Manohar International Airport has undergone significant
modernization and expansion in recent years, with the addition of world-class
facilities such as a new terminal building, improved air traffic control systems,
and enhanced security features.

Boost to Tourism: The award is expected to give a boost to tourism in Goa,
which is already a popular destination for domestic and international travelers.
The airport's recognition as the best domestic airport in India will help to increase
confidence among travelers and attract more visitors to the state.

Competition from Other Airports: Manohar International Airport competed
with other major domestic airports in India, including those in Delhi, Mumbai,
Bengaluru, and Hyderabad, to win the award. The recognition is a testament to the
airport's commitment to providing high-quality services and facilities to its
passengers.

6. Tata Power-DDL recognised with the North India Best Employer Brand Award

2024

Tata Power-DDL has been honored with the prestigious North me
India Best Employer Brand Award 2024. This recognition
celebrates the company’s exemplary efforts in fostering a positive
and inclusive workplace culture. Known for its innovative HR
practices and employee-centric initiatives, Tata Power-DDL has
consistently demonstrated its commitment to nurturing talent and

promoting professional growth. The award underscores the

organization’s leadership in setting benchmarks for employer excellence in the region.
With this achievement, Tata Power-DDL reaffirms its reputation as one of North India’s
most sought-after employers.

Foot notes:

Tata Power-DDL's HR practices have been recognized for their excellence,
demonstrating the company's dedication to creating a positive work environment.

The company's employee-centric approach has led to high employee satisfaction
and engagement, making it an attractive employer in the region.

This award is a recognition of Tata Power-DDL's efforts to create a workplace
culture that fosters growth, innovation, and collaboration.

The Best Employer Brand Award will help Tata Power-DDL attract and retain top
talent in the industry, further strengthening its position as a leader in the power
distribution sector.

This award reinforces Tata Power-DDL's commitment to excellence in all aspects
of its operations, including employee engagement and development.
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. Tata Power-DDL's achievement will inspire other organizations to strive for
excellence in their HR practices, contributing to a more positive and productive
work environment across the industry.

7. Liberty General Insurance Won 'Prompt Insurer’ Award
Liberty General Insurance has been honored with the prestigious
'Prompt Insurer' Award, recognizing its excellence in delivering
timely and efficient services. This accolade highlights the |.
company’s commitment to customer satisfaction and its
dedication to setting high industry standards. Known for its quick
response and seamless claim settlements, Liberty General
Insurance continues to strengthen its reputation as a trusted and
reliable insurer. The award serves as a testament to the organization’s consistent efforts
to prioritize customer needs. With this achievement, the company reaffirms its position
as a leader in the insurance sector.

Foot notes:

« Recognition of Excellence: Liberty General Insurance has been recognized for its
exceptional service and prompt claim settlement, earning it the prestigious
'Prompt Insurer' Award.

« Commitment to Customer Satisfaction: This award is a testament to Liberty
General Insurance's commitment to providing top-notch service and ensuring
customer satisfaction through prompt and efficient claim settlement.

« Industry Benchmark: The 'Prompt Insurer’ Award sets a benchmark for the
insurance industry, highlighting the importance of timely claim settlement and
customer-centric service.

« Enhanced Customer Trust: Winning this award enhances customer trust and
confidence in Liberty General Insurance, reinforcing its reputation as a reliable
and responsive insurer.

. Differentiation in the Market: The 'Prompt Insurer' Award differentiates Liberty
General Insurance in a competitive market, showcasing its unique value
proposition and commitment to excellence.

« Motivation for Continued Excellence: This award serves as a motivation for
Liberty General Insurance to continue striving for excellence, innovating its
services, and delivering exceptional customer experiences.

8. The MediaLab appoints Rajeev Kumar Jha as Chief Investment Officer

The MedialLab has announced the appointment of Rajeev Kumar Jha as its new Chief
Investment Officer (CIO). With extensive experience in strategic investments and
financial management, Jha is expected to play a pivotal role in driving the organization's
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growth initiatives. His appointment reflects The
MedialLab's focus on innovation and long-term value
creation in a competitive media landscape. As CIO, Jha
will oversee investment strategies, asset allocation, and
risk management to enhance the company’s portfolio. This
move underscores The MediaLab's commitment to
leveraging expertise for sustainable development and
expansion.

Foot notes:

« Rajeev Kumar Jha has joined The MediaLab as its Chief Investment Officer,
marking a significant addition to the company's leadership team.

. Professional Background: Jha brings a wealth of experience to his new role,
having worked with prominent agencies like Zenith Media, Madison Media,
Universal McCann, and Mindshare.

o Company Overview: The MediaLab is a media agency that partners with
marketers to drive growth, and Jha's appointment is expected to further enhance
the company's capabilities.

« Industry Recognition: Jha's appointment has been recognized by industry
publications, including Exchange4media, which highlighted his new role as a
significant development in the media industry.

- Leadership Team: As Chief Investment Officer, Jha will play a key role in shaping
The Medialab's investment strategy and driving business growth.

. Future Outlook: With Jha on board, The MedialLab is poised to strengthen its
position in the media industry, offering innovative solutions to marketers and
driving business success.

9. Esha Sahaj Disha India appoints Kapil Dev as brand ambassador for Golden
Yug

Esha Sahaj Disha India has appointed cricket legend Kapil Dev
as the brand ambassador for its ambitious initiative, Golden
Yug. This program aims to promote holistic wellness and a
sustainable lifestyle among individuals. Kapil Dev, known for
his leadership and discipline, aligns with the vision of inspiring
a healthier and more balanced approach to living. Through this
collaboration, Esha Sahaj Disha India seeks to amplify its
message and connect with diverse audiences across the nation. The partnership
symbolizes a commitment to fostering a golden era of physical, mental, and
environmental well-being.
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. Located in Tarana, Indore, the resort is designed exclusively for senior citizens,
offering luxury, sustainability, and state-of-the-art facilities.

« As brand ambassador, Kapil Dev will promote the resort and its vision of
providing a dignified and fulfilling lifestyle for senior citizens.

« Golden Yug boasts 150 luxurious flats, a serene walking trail, a one-acre lake, an
organic farm, and 24/7 in-house dining services.

. The resort emphasizes sustainability, with solar-powered electricity and eco-
friendly practices.

. Golden Yug was inaugurated on December 28, 2024, by Bollywood actress and
brand ambassador Adah Sharma.

. Kapil Dev emphasized the importance of providing senior citizens with spaces
where they can live with dignity, comfort, and joy, stating that Golden Yug is
setting a benchmark in senior living.

10. Olivia Hussey, Star of Romeo and Juliet passed away
Olivia Hussey, the acclaimed actress renowned for her portrayal
of Juliet in Franco Zeffirelli's 1968 film adaptation of "Romeo
and Juliet,” passed away on December 27, 2024, at the age of = (A
73. She died peacefully at her home, surrounded by loved ones.
The cause of death is believed to be cancer; Hussey had been
diagnosed with breast cancer in 2008 and had been in remission 2 '
for almost a decade. Her performance as Juliet garnered international acclaim, earning
her a special David di Donatello Award and a Golden Globe. Beyond "Romeo and
Juliet," Hussey's notable works included roles in "Jesus of Nazareth" and "Death on the
Nile." She is survived by her three children.

Foot notes:

« Hussey began her acting career at a young age, making her film debut in "The
Battle of the Villa Fiorita” (1965).

« Breakthrough Role: Her portrayal of Juliet in Franco Zeffirelli's "Romeo and
Juliet" (1968) earned her a Golden Globe award and international recognition.

. Diverse Filmography: Hussey appeared in a range of films, including "Black
Christmas" (1974), "Death on the Nile" (1978), and "Jesus of Nazareth" (1977).

« Voice Acting: She also lent her voice to several video games, including the "Star
Wars" franchise.

« Personal Life: Hussey was married three times and had two children.

« Tributes: Her "Romeo and Juliet" co-star Leonard Whiting paid tribute to Hussey,
remembering her as a "beautiful, talented, and kind" person.
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