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National News

1. 5th World Parliament of Science, Religion and Philosophy begins at the MIT World Peace University
in Pune, Maharashtra.

e The three-day event 5th World Parliament of Science, Religion and Philosophy will be held at the MIT
World Peace University in Pune, Maharashtra.

e  The theme of the programme this year is ‘role of science, religion and philosophy for world peace and
well-being of mankind’.

e The primary objective of the event was to create and promote interfaith and inter-religious movement
for World Peace.

About Maharashtra

1. Governor: Bhagat Singh Koshyari
2. Capital: Mumbai

3. Chief Minister: Devendra Fadnavis

2. Health Minister Harsh Vardhan launches trans-fat free logo

e Union Health Minister Harsh Vardhanlaunched the "Trans-Fat Free" logo during the 8th International
Chefs Conference.

e The campaign to end trans-fat is seen as one of the important steps to accelerate the 'Eat Right India’
campaign led by the FSSAI under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.

e "In compliance with the Food Safety and Standards (Advertisement and Claims) Regulations, 2018,
food establishments that use trans-fat free fats/oil and do not have industrial trans-fat more than
0.29/100g of food are eligible to display the logo," .

3. Delhi government launched Farishte Dilli Ke scheme

e The Delhi government launched the Farishte Dilli Ke scheme on 8th October after the successful trial
run of the good Samaritan scheme. The scheme was launched by the Chief Minister of Delhi Arvind
Kejriwal. The trial of the scheme saved 3,000 lives. The Delhi Police supported the scheme.

e The scheme aims to help accident victims, burn victims and acid attack victims and take them to
hospitals.

e As per the scheme, the samaritans who help accident victims will also not be liable to any questions
from the police.

Foot Notes:
About Delhi
1. Chief minister: Arvind Kejriwal

4. Centre to amend Arms Act, stricter punishment to curb proliferation of illegal weapons

e Union Home Ministry proposed amendments to the Indian Arms Act, 1959. The Ministry also
submitted the draft for the act. The draft Arms (Amendment) Act 2019 was aimed at curtailing the
proliferation of arms and ammunition.

e  The ministry proposed a new section, 25 (6) for the prohibition of firearms or ammunition by members
of an organised crime syndicate.

e The penalty includes a minimum punishment of 10 years in prison and maximum punishment of life
imprisonment till death.

Foot Notes:

About Indian Army

1. Motto: "Service Before Self"
2. Founded: 1 April 1895, India
3. Headquarters: New Delhi
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4, Commander-in-Chief: President Ram Nath Kovind
5. COAS: General Bipin Rawat

5. Government launches mhariyali app to encourage people for planting trees

e Minister of State for Housing & Urban Affairs Hardeep S Puri launched a mobile app, 'mHariyali’,
which is aimed to encourage public engagement in planting trees and other such green drives.

e People can upload information/photos of any plantation done by them, which is linked to the app and
will be displayed on the website www.epgc.gov.in.

6. Government launched SUMAN scheme

e The government launched the Surakshit Matritva Aashwasan (SUMAN) scheme on 10 October 2019.
The scheme was launched by Union health minister Harsh Vardhan.

e Under this scheme, pregnant women, mothers up to 6 months after delivery, and all sick newborns will
be able to avail free healthcare benefits.

e The government said that India’s maternal mortality rate has declined from 254 per 1,00,000 live births
in 2004-06 to 130 in 2014-16. Also, the infant mortality rate came down from 66 per 1,000 live births
to 34 per 1,000 live births during 2001 and 2016.

Foot Notes:
About SUMAN scheme

at least four antenatal check-ups that also includes one checkup during the 1st trimester
at least one checkup under Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan

Iron Folic Acid supplementation

Tetanus Diphtheria injection

Other components of comprehensive ANC package

six home-based newborn care visits

7. Mumbai 12th richest city globally; total wealth at USD 950 billion

¢ India's financial capital Mumbai, with a total wealth of USD 950 billion, has been named among the
top 15 wealthiest cities globally, while New York topped the list.

e Itis the only Indian city to feature in the top 20 list of wealthiest cities in the world. Delhi is on 22nd
position and second Indian city after Mumbai on the wealth intelligence firm. Bangalore is on 26th spot
while Hyderabad came last at 28.Delhi, Bengaluru and Hyderabad were expected to grow strongly over
the next 10 years. The three cities have been named under the ‘cities to watch' category in the report.

e New York City (NYC) topped the list with a total wealth of $3.0 trillion. The city is home to the
highest number of millionaires and billionaires than any other city in the world.

Foot Notes:

About Maharastra

1. Chief Minister: Devendra Fadnavis
2. Governor: Bhagat Singh Koshyari
3. Capital: Mumbai

8. India’'s first '‘Garbage Cafe' opens in Chhattisgarh's Ambikapur

e  Chhattisgarh Health Minister T S Singhdeo here inaugurated a 'Garbage Cafe', which will provide free
food in exchange for plastic waste.

e The cafe, situated in Ambikapur, which bagged the title of the second cleanest city in India, through the
initiative, will provide impetus to Prime Minister Narendra Modi's ‘plastic-free' India resolve.

e The concept of this cafe is that people can get their plastic waste weighed and enjoy a warm meal in
return.
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Foot Notes:

About Chhattisgarh

1. Governor: Anusuiya Uikey

2. Chief Minister: Bhupesh Baghel

3. Capitals: Bilaspur(Judiciary), Raipur

International News& Foreign Affairs

1. India slips 10 places to 68th on global competitiveness index

e India has moved down 10 places to rank 68th on the annual global competitiveness index, largely due
to improvements witnessed by several other economies.

e Singapore, meanwhile, has replaced the US as the world’s most competitive economy.

e India, which was ranked 58th in the annual Global Competitiveness Index, compiled by the Geneva-
based World Economic Forum (WEF), is among the worst-performing BRICS nations along with
Brazil (ranked even lower than India at 71 this year).

Foot Notes:

About Singapore

1. Currency: Singapore dollar

2. Prime minister: Lee Hsien Loong

About US

1. Capital: Washington, D.C.

2. President: Donald Trump

3. Currency: United States Dollar

2. India ranks 82nd in Henley & Partners Global Passport Index 2019, Japan and Singapore top the list

e The latest Henley & Partners Global Passport Index 2019 was released. In the report, India iscurrently
ranked at 82nd place in 2019, which is one place down from its previous rank of 81 in 2018. Japan and
Singapore both hold the most powerful passport by ranking 1st in the list.

About Henley Passport Index:

e |t was started in 2005 as Henley & Partners Visa Restrictions Index (HVRI).
e It was then modified and renamed in January 2018.

About IATA:
1. Formation- 19 April 1945.
2. Headquarters- Canada.

New Appointments and Person in

News

1. Justice Vinod Kumar Sharma is new Punjab lokpal

e Halfway through its term in office, the Congress government appointed Justice Vinod Kumar Sharma
as Punjab Lokpal. However, it failed to amend the Punjab Lokpal Act, 1996 thereby leaving the chief
minister and cabinet ministers out of its ambit.
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e The post of lokpal was lying vacant since April 23, 2018 after then Lokpal- justice Satish Kumar Mittal
(retd.) had resigned from the post. Lokpal holds the office for a term of 6 years.

e Justice Sharma had served as judge of the Punjab and Haryana court from March 22, 2006, to October
26, 2010.

Foot Notes:

About Punjab

1. Capital: Chandigarh

2. Governor: V.P. Singh Badnore
3. Chief minister: Amarinder Singh

2.PM Modi releases postage stamp in honor of Marshal of IAF, Arjan Singh

e  Prime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi has released a commemorative stamp of Marshal of the Indian
Air Force (IAF) late Arjan Singh in honor of his exemplary service to our nation.

e The stamp was issued at an event of ‘at home’ programme of the IAF to mark its 87th raising day in
New Delhi.
About IAF:
1. Founded: 8 October 1932
2. Headquarters: New Delhi
3. Motto: Touch the sky with glory

3. Mastercard India appoints Vikas Varma as COO

e Mastercard India, payment technology major, elevated Mr Vikas Varma as the Chief Operating Officer
(COO) of the firm. He will take up the responsibility related to new partnerships and development of
digital payment solutions and has been serving the firm since 2005.

About Mastercard:
1. Founded: 1966
2. Headquarters: New York, US

Boooks and Auhors

1. Bill Gates’ new book is about climate change

e The founder of Microsoft Corporation and American philanthropist Bill Gates” new book will be about
climate change, and will look at possible solutions to prevent an environmental crisis, UK-based
publishing house Allen Lane has announced.

e In “How to Avoid a Climate Disaster: The Solutions We Have and the Breakthroughs We Need”, Gates
will explain why he cares so deeply about climate change and what makes him optimistic that the
world can prevent the worst impacts of the climate crisis.

2. Book titled, “The Great Game in the Buddhist Himalayas: India and China’s Quest for Strategic
Dominance”penned by Phunchok Stobdan released

e Adistinguished academician, diplomat, author and foreign policy expert, Phunchok Stobdan’s new
book “The Great Game in the Buddhist Himalayas: India and China’s Quest for Strategic

e  Dominance”,published by Penguin Random House India,describes the several unknown insights into
the India-China, India-Tibet and China-Tibet relationships.

e The author describes the dalai Lama factor which caused the Buddhist Himalayas to be in a state of
flux, especially in the current India-China relationship.
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Banking

1. State Bank launches debit card with EMI facility on POS

e In order to provide a superior and affordable shopping experience to its customers, Indian
multinational, public sector bank, the State Bank of India (SBI) has launched the “Debit Card EMI
facility” for its existing customers. Under this service, the consumer can opt for an EMI (equated
monthly installment) period ranging from 6 months to 18 months.

e Some other major benefits that customers get while using this service are zero documentation, no
processing fees, no need for branch visit, instant disbursal and zero cost EMI at select brands.

e This facility can be availed in less than one minute, irrespective of the amount of balance in existing
savings account. EMI will commence one month after the completion of the transaction.

Foot Notes:

About SBI

1. Formation: 1 July 1955

2. Headquarters: Mumbai, Maharashtra
3. Chairman: Rajnish Kumar

2. Reliance MF renamed as “Nippon India Mutual Fund”

e Reliance Mutual Fund has been renamed as “Nippon India Mutual Fund“. The organization was
renamed following the purchase of 75% stake in Reliance Nippon Life Asset Management by Nippon
Life Insurance.

e Nippon India Mutual Fund has become the largest foreign-owned Asset Management Company in
India. Sundeep Sikka will continue to lead company as the CEO.

3. Reserve Bank gives final approval for the formation of the proposed Kerala Bank

e The country’s central bank, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has given its final approval of Kerala
government’s long-pending proposal of setting up its own ‘Kerala Bank’, by amalgamating 13 district
co-operative banks (DCBs) with Kerala State Co-operative Bank.

About Kerala:

1. Capital :Thiruvananthapuram

2. Governor: Arif Mohammad Khan

3. Chief Minister :Pinarayi Vijayan

4. National Parks: Anamudi Shola National Park ,Eravikulam National Park ,Mathikettan Shola National
Park,Periyar National Park ,Silent Valley National Park.

4. Moody’s cuts India’s growth forecast to 5.8% from 6.2% for FY20

e The International rating agency Moody’s has reduced India’s gross Domestic Product(GDP) growth
forecast to 5.8% for FY20(Fiscal Year20) from its previous estimate of 6.2%. This downgrade in GDP
was due to deceleration to an investment-led slowdown which has broadened into consumption, driven
by financial stress among rural households and weak job creation.

About Moody’s:

1. Founded- 1909.

2. Headquarters- New York City, United States(US).

3. Founder- John Moody.

4. Chief Executive Officer(CEO)- Raymond W. McDaniel Jr.
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5. RBI approves merger of district co-operative banks to form Kerala Bank

e All 13 district co-operative banks (DCBs) operating in Kerala would be amalgamated with Kerala State
Co-operative Bank to form the Kerala Bank.

e The Reserve Bank of India has given the final approval for the merger of district co-operative banks in
Kerala. The combined entity will be called the 'Kerala Bank'.

e  After receiving the RBI's nod, Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan expressed hope that the Kerala
Bank will help accelerate development of the state.

Foot Notes:

About RBI

1. Bank rate: 5.65%

2. Headquarters: Mumbai

3. Founder: British Raj

4. Governor: Shaktikanta Das

About Kerala
1. Capital: Thiruvananthapuram
2. Chief Minister: Pinarayi Vijayan

6. Yes Bank appoints ICICI Bank's Anita Pai as COO

e The bank announced the appointment of Anita Pai as its chief operating officer and Jasneet Bachal as
its chief marketing officer.

e Anita Pai was the Senior General Manager and Head of ATM Business, Branch banking Service and
Phone Banking at ICICI Bank. She has also been associated with ICICI Prudential Life Insurance
Company Limited and HDFC Limited.

Foot Notes:

About Yes Bank

1. CEO: Ravneet Gill

2. Headquarters: Mumbai

3. Founded: November 2004

4. Founders: Rana Kapoor, Ashok Kapur

About ICICI Bank
1. CEO: Sandeep Bakhshi
2. Headquarters: Mumbai

7. India jumps to 7th spot in Brand Finance Nation ranking

e Anannual report on the most valuable and strongest nation brands named Brand Finance Nation
Brands 2019 was released by Brand Finance in which India was ranked 7th from 9th rank of 2018 with
18.7% growth in brand value to $2,562 bn.

e  The list was topped by the United States of America (USA) with 7.2% growth in brand value to
$27,751 bn.

e Singapore emerged as the world’s strongest nation brand with the Brand Strength Index (BSI) score
90.5 out of 100.0nly India jumped to the 7th spot whereas no new countries made it to Top 10

Foot Notes:

About Brand Finance

1. Founded: 1996

2. Headquarters: London
3. CEO: David Haigh
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Science Tech & Defence

1. Bilateral Maritime Exercise Between Japan and India (JIMEX 18) to Commence at Visakhapatnam

o Bilateral maritime exercise JIMEX-18 between India and Japan commenced in Visakhapatnam, which
was marked by Japanese Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) ships Kaga, an Izumo-class helicopter
destroyer, and Inazuma, a guided missile destroyer.

e The third edition of JIMEX will witness the participation of the Japanese ships, under the command of
Rear Admiral Tatsuya Fukada, commander of Escort Flotilla-4 (CCF-4).

e The participating ships include INS Satpura, a multi-purpose stealth frigate, INS Kadmatt, an anti-
submarine warfare corvette, missile corvette and INS Shakti, the fleet tanker.

Foot Notes:

About Indian Navy

1. Vice Chief of the Naval Staff (VCNS): Vice Admiral G. Ashok Kumar
2. Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS): Admiral Karambir Singh

3. Deputy Chief of the Naval Staff (DCNS): Vice Admiral M. S. Pawar

About Japan

1. Prime minister: Shinzo Abe
2. Capital: Tokyo

3. Currency: Japanese yen

2. India celebrated its 87th Air Force Day on 8th October 2019.

e The year 2019 is special because the Indian Air force received the first of 36 long-awaited Rafale
fighter jets. Defence Minister Rajnath Singh, who is on a visit to France will receive the fighter jets.

e |AF is conducted a spectacular air display ceremony will take place at the Hindon Air Force base near
Delhi. 1AF showcased its Chinook and Apache helicopters for the first time. Both these helicopters
were acquired from the United States and inducted within the last few months.

e The Air Force Day 2019 will be celebrated in the presence of IAF chief Birender Singh Dhanoa and
senior officials of the three armed forces.

Foot Notes

About Indian Air Force (IAF)

1. Founded on: 8 October 1932

2. Headquarters: New Delhi

3. Part of: Indian Armed Force

4. Motto: Touch the Sky with Glory

5. Chief of the Air Staff (CAS): Air Chief Marshal RK Singh Bhadauria
6. Vice Chief of the Air Staff (VCAS): Air Marshal Harjit Singh Arora

3. India receives 1st Rafale fighter jet built for Indian Air Force

e India has got the 1st Rafale fighter jet “RB-001” built for the Indian Air Force (IAF) in France.
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh received the 1st Rafale combat jet aircraft at Production Unit of
Dassault Aviation in France.

e However, the first batch of jets will arrive in India only in May 2020. Defence Minister also held the
Annual Defence dialogue with his French counterpart Florence Parly.

e The RB in the aircraft designation stands for IAF Chief Air Chief Marshal R.K.S. Bhadauria who as
then Deputy Chief of IAF led the Indian negotiation team and had a major role in the contract
negotiations.

Foot Notes:
About Air Force
1. Headquarters: New Delhi
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2. Commander-in-Chief: President Ram Nath Kovind
3. Air Chief Marshal: Rakesh Kumar Singh

4. First-of-its-kind satellite servicing spacecraft MEV-1 Launched on Russian Rocket

o  First satellite-servicing spacecraft named “MEV-1" (Mission Extension Vehicle-1) was launched on
Russian Proton rocket that took off from Russia’s Baikonur Cosmodrome(launching site for spacecraft)
in Kazakhstan.

o It was developed by American global aerospace and defense technology company Northrop Grumman.

Important Days

1. World Habitat day observed on October 7, 2019

e The World Habitat Day is observed every year on first Monday in October all over the world. This year
it was observed on October 7, 2019 with the theme “Frontier Technologies as an innovative tool to
transform waste to wealth”.

e The aim of this day is to reflect on the state of cities and towns and the basic human right to adequate
shelter. The theme for 2019 aims to promote the contribution of innovative frontier technologies such
as automation, robotics, electric vehicles, renewable energy technology and artificial intelligence (Al)
to sustainable waste management to achieve Sustainable Development Goal 11: inclusive, safe,
resilient and sustainable cities.

e In 1985 United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) declared the first Monday of October as World
Habitat Day through Resolution 40/202. It was first celebrated in 1986.

Foot Notes:

About United Nations

1. Founded: 24 October 1945

2. Headquarters: New York, US

3. Secretary General : Mr.Antonio Guterres

2. The first-ever World Cotton Day was celebrated by the WTO on October 7, 2019 .

e World Trade Organisation, WTO will host the first World Cotton Day (WCD) celebrations in Geneva .
This event stems from the application by the Cotton-4 countries (Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad and Mali)
to the United Nations General Assembly for its official recognition of a World Cotton Day, reflecting
the importance of cotton as a global commaodity.

e The five-day event of World Cotton Day being observed at Geneva. The plenary session will be
attended by heads of states, heads of international organisations and executives from the private sector.

e World Cotton Day will celebrate the many advantages of cotton, from its qualities as a natural fibre, to
the benefits people obtain from its production, transformation, trade and consumption. World Cotton
Day will also serve to shed light on the challenges faced by cotton economies around the world because
cotton is important to least developed, developing and developed economies worldwide.

Foot Notes:

About World Trade Organisation

1. Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
2. Head: Pascal Lamy

3. World Post Day is observed on 9th October

e World Post Day is observed on 9th October every year. On this day the posts in many countries
introduce/ promote new postal products and services. On this day, the postal employees are awarded
for good service.
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e The day aims to create awareness of the role of the postal sector in people’s and businesses’ everyday
lives. The day also marks the contribution given by the postal services to the social and economic
development of countries.

e The day also aims to generate awareness of their Post’s role and activities among the public and media
on a national scale

4. Breast cancer awareness month observed from October 1-31, 2019

e The Breast Cancer Awareness month is observed annually from October 1 till October 31 inorder to
raise awareness about the disease and also to raise funds for its research, diagnosis, prevention, etc.
Breast cancer awareness monthPV Sindhu launched AR app

e Indian shuttler PV Sindhu launched world’s first ‘Life-size Augmented Reality'(AR) technology in the
“ABC of breast health” app. It is an initiative of Ushalakshmi Breast Cancer Foundation, to create
awareness and also help in early detection of breast cancer. The AR feature will be operational in a
month in the app.

e The World Health Organisation(WHO) promotes breast cancer control programmes. The International
Agency for Research on Cancer of the WHO in 2018, estimated 2.1 million new cases of breast cancer
and 627 000 deaths from breast cancer globally.Pink ribbon is an international symbol of breast cancer
awareness.

Foot Notes:

About WHO

1. Founded: 7 April 1948

2. Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland.

3. Director General(DG): TedrosAdhanom.

5. World Mental Health Day observed on October 10, 2019

e The World Mental Health Day(WMHD) is observed annually on the 10thof Octoberinorder to raise
awareness on mental health issues and the efforts needed to support mental health.

e Itis organised by the World Federation for Mental Health with World Health Organisation’s support,
the International Association for Suicide Prevention(IASP) and United for Global Mental
Health(United-GMH).

e  The theme for 2019 is “suicide prevention”.

6. World Migratory Bird Day: 12 October

e World Migratory Bird Day is observed on 12 October every year. It is an annual awareness-raising
campaign highlighting the need for the conservation of migratory birds and their habitats.

e It has a global outreach and is an effective tool to help raise global awareness of the threats faced by
migratory birds.

e Theme for 2019: Protect Birds: Be the Solution to Plastic Pollution

Foot Notes:

About United Nations

1. Headquarters: New York, USA

2. Founded: 24 October 1945

3. Secretary General: Antonio Guterres

7. International day for disaster reduction observed on October 13, 2019

e On October 13, 2019, International Day of Disaster Risk Reduction (IDDRR) has been observed to
promote global culture towards risk awareness and disaster reduction. The theme for the year 2019 is
“Reduce disaster damage to critical infrastructure and disruption of basic services”.

e In 1989, the International Day for Disaster Reduction was started by the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA).
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e According to the UN ,the primary objective is to focus on the target of the Sendai Framework, which
highlights “Substantially to reduce disaster damage to critical infrastructure and disruption of basic
services, among them health and education facilities, including through developing their resilience by
2030.

Foot Notes:

About United Nations General Assembly (UNGA)
1. President: Tijjani Muhammad-Bande

2. Headquarters: New York, United States

3. Founder: United Nations

4. Founded: 1945, New York, United States

Sports

1. Pakistan’s pacer Mohammad Hasnain becomes youngest player to take a T20I hat-trick

e Pakistani fast bowler MohammadHasnain became the youngest ever cricketer to take a hat-trick in
T201 (Twenty 20 Internationals) cricket in the 2nd T20 match against Sri Lanka at the Gaddafi
Stadium, Lahore, Pakistan during the Sri Lankan cricket team tour in Pakistan. He is 19 years and 183
days old.

e It was his second T20l match. Mohammad Hasnain becomes youngest player to take a T20I hat-trick.
He dismissed Bhanuka Rajapaksa (32), Dasun Shanaka (17) and Shehan Jayasuriya (0) off consecutive
deliveries.

e He became the ninth player to take a hat-trick in T20I cricket and 2nd Pakistani cricketer.

2. Naomi Osaka beats Ashleigh Barty to win China Open

e Japan’s Naomi Osaka has won theChina Open held in Beijing, China. She defeated world number one
Ashleigh Barty with a score of 3-6, 6-3, 6-2.
e This was a third title of 2019 for Osaka and fifth in her short career.

Foot Notes:

About China
President: Xi Jinping
Capital: Beijing
Currency: Renminbi

3. India maintains second position in latest ICC women’s ODI rankings, Australia tops the list

e International Cricket Council (ICC) women’s One Day International (ODI) rankings, India has
maintained its second position and has also increased it points lead over England which is ranked at the
3rd position. The list was topped by Australia.

e In the women’s T20(twenty-twenty) rankings, India currently ranks at the 5th spot and the list is topped
by Australia. England and New Zealand ranks 2nd and 3rd respectively.

Foot Notes:

About ICC

1. Formation: 15 June 1909.

2. Headquarters: Dubai, United Arab Emirates(UAE).
3. Chairman: Shashank Manohar.

4. CEO: Manu Sawhney.

4. Spanish tennis player Andres Gimeno passes away at the age of 82

e Andres Gimeno Tolaguera , the Spanish tennis player who became the oldest man to win the French
Open in the professional era, has passed away at the age of 82 after a long illness.
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Awards

1. Grammy awardee, Drummer Ginger Baker passed away at the age of 80

e English drummer Peter Edward Ginger Baker is familiarly known as Ginger Baker and co-founder of
the rock band “Cream” passed away at the age of 80 in England due to old age ailments.

e Born on August 19, 1939 in London, England Ginger Baker’s music career spanned for 6 decades and
emerged as the first superstar percussionist. He won the Grammy Lifetime Achievement Award in
2006. He was inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of fame in 1993 as a member of ‘Cream’.

2. IFS officer Ramesh Pandey selected for Asia Environmental Enforcement Award by UNEP

e Senior Indian Forest Service officer Ramesh Pandey has been selected for the prestigious Asia
Environmental Enforcement Award by the United Nations Environment Programme.

e The 1996-batch IFS officer, posted as Chief Conservator Forests in Lucknow and Secretary, UP State
Bio-diversity Board, is known for his investigation and intelligence gathering on poachers. Pandey will
receive the award on November 13 at the United Nations Conference Centre in Bangkok.

e The citation said that the excellent work in combating trans-boundary environmental crime by Mr
Panday has been recognised by the selection panel.The purpose of the Asia Environmental
Enforcement Awards is to publicly recognise outstanding achievements by public organisations and
individuals in Asia to combat transboundary environmental crime.

Foot Notes:

About United Nations Environment Programme
Headquarters location: Nairobi, Kenya
Director: Inger Andersen

3. “Spirit Of Kerala” wins People’s Choice Award

e Short film from Kerala “Spirit Of Kerala” has won the People’s Choice Award at the recently
concluded My Rode Reel film competition.

e The film won the honour beating 1,680 entries. The short film is based on a boat race and directed by
Arun Joseph.

e My Rode Reel film competition is touted as the ‘world’s largest short film competition’.

Foot Notes:

About Kerala

1. Capital: Thiruvananthapuram

2. Chief minister: Pinarayi Vijayan

4. Olga Tokarczuk and Peter Handke win the Nobel Prize for Literature for 2018 and 2019 respectively

e The Swedish Academy’s Nobel Committee has decided to award 2018 Nobel Prize for Literature
Polish author Olga Tokarczuk “for a narrative imagination that with encyclopedic passion represents
the crossing of boundaries as a form of life” and 2019 Nobel Prize in Literature to Austrian author
Peter Handke “for an influential work that with linguistic ingenuity has explored the periphery and the
specificity of human experience.”

e About Nobel Prize:

e It is a set of annual international awards bestowed for outstanding work in the fields of physics,
chemistry, physiology or medicine, literature, economics, and the promotion of peace.

5. International Day of the Girl Child, 11 October 2019

e The United Nations observes International Day of the Girl Child on 11th October every year. The day
aims to highlight and address the needs and challenges girls face, while promoting girls’ empowerment
and the fulfillment of their human rights.
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e International days are occasions to educate the public on issues of concern, to mobilize political will
and resources to address global problems, and to celebrate and reinforce achievements of humanity.
e  The theme for 2019: Girl Force: Unscripted and Unstoppable.

Foot Notes:

About United Nations

1. Headquarters: New York, USA

2. Founded: 24 October 1945.

3. Secretary General of the United Nations: Antonio Guterres

5. Ethiopian PM Abiy Ahmed Alli, 43, Wins Nobel Peace Prize

o Hailed as a visionary and reformer, Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed won the Nobel Peace Prize
on Friday for his efforts to resolve the long-running conflict with neighbouring foe Eritrea.

e  Abiy was honoured "for his efforts to achieve peace and international cooperation, and in particular for
his decisive initiative to resolve the border conflict with neighbouring Eritrea,” the Nobel Committee
said.

e The award is seen as a welcome boost for Africa's youngest leader as he faces worrying inter-
community violence ahead of a parliamentary election in May 2020.

Foot Notes:

About Ethiopian

1. Prime minister: Abiy Ahmed
2. Capital: Addis Ababa

3. Currency: Ethiopian birr
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