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NATIONAL NEWS 
Star Air Becomes First Indian Airline to Use Aviator Revenue System 

Star Air has become the first Indian airline to implement the Aviator Revenue System. This 

advanced system is designed to optimize revenue management and improve operational 

efficiency. By adopting Aviator, Star Air aims to enhance pricing strategies, demand 

forecasting, and overall profitability. The move reflects the airline’s commitment to leveraging 

technology for better customer service and financial performance. This milestone positions Star 

Air as a leader in innovation within India’s aviation industry. 

Foot notes: 

 First Indian Airline: Star Air has become the first Indian airline to use the Aviator 

Revenue Management system, marking a significant milestone in the airline's revenue 

management capabilities. 

 Revenue Growth: The Aviator system is expected to help Star Air maximize passenger 

revenue, with Anil Rajvani, GM of Revenue Management at Star Air, already reporting 

revenue growth since its implementation. 

 User-Friendly Interface: The Aviator system is designed to be automated and user-

friendly, making it easier for Star Air's revenue management team to optimize pricing 

and inventory. 

 Partnership with Maxamation: Star Air partnered with Maxamation, the developer of 

the Aviator system, to implement the revenue management solution. 

 Industry Benchmark: The adoption of the Aviator system sets a new benchmark for 

revenue management in the Indian aviation industry, with Star Air poised to benefit from 

increased efficiency and revenue growth. 

 Future Plans: With the Aviator system in place, Star Air is well-positioned to achieve its 

ambitious growth plans, including expanding its fleet to 25 aircraft by 2027 and 

enhancing connectivity across Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities in India. 

 

India Ranks 36 in Network Readiness Index 

India has secured the 36th position in the latest Network Readiness Index (NRI) 2025. The 

index, published by the Portulans Institute, evaluates countries based on their digital 

infrastructure, technology adoption, governance, and impact. India’s improved ranking reflects 

significant progress in digital transformation and connectivity, particularly in expanding 

internet access and promoting digital literacy. The country has performed exceptionally well in 

areas like AI readiness, e-governance, and mobile broadband penetration. Government 

initiatives such as Digital India and investments in 5G infrastructure have played a key role in 

this advancement. 

Foot notes: 

 Ranking Improvement: India climbed 11 positions from 60th in 2023 to 49th in 2024, 

with a score improvement from 49.93 to 53.63. 
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 Key Areas of Progress: India made significant strides in artificial intelligence, mobile 

networks, and broadband connectivity, contributing to global research and enhancing 

citizens' lives. 

 Global Leadership: India's improved ranking signifies its emerging role as a global 

leader in technology, positioning it to influence technology trends and innovations 

worldwide. 

 Regional Performance: India ranked 2nd among lower-middle-income countries, after 

Vietnam, and demonstrated significant digital progress, showcasing strengths in 

technological innovation and digital transformation. 

 Future Prospects: India's focus on strengthening digital infrastructure, promoting 

research and development, and supporting innovation will likely propel further 

advancements in various sectors. 

 

India Concludes Senior Asian Wrestling Championship With 10 Medals 

India concluded the Senior Asian Wrestling Championship 2025 with an impressive haul of 10 

medals. The contingent showcased a strong performance across various weight categories in 

both men’s and women’s events. The medal tally included 1 gold, 3 silver, and 6 bronze 

medals, reflecting the depth and talent in Indian wrestling. Wrestlers displayed remarkable grit 

and technique, standing out against tough competition from other Asian nations. This 

achievement highlights the consistent progress of Indian wrestling on the continental stage. The 

Wrestling Federation of India praised the athletes and coaches for their dedication and 

emphasized continued support for international success. 

Foot notes: 

 Gold Medal: Manisha Bhanwala won the gold medal in the Women's 62kg category. 

 Silver Medalists: Reetika Hooda (Women's 76kg), Udit (Men's Freestyle 61kg), and 

Deepak Punia (Men's Freestyle 92kg) won silver medals in their respective categories. 

 Bronze Medalists: Antim Pangal (Women's 53kg), Mansi Lather (Women's 68kg), 

Muskan (Women's 59kg), Dinesh (Men's Freestyle 125kg), Dinesh Kumar (Men's Greco-

Roman 87kg), and Nitesh (Men's Greco-Roman 97kg) won bronze medals in their 

respective categories. 

 Indian Wrestling Contingent: The 30-member Indian team consisted of 10 women, 10 

men in freestyle, and 10 men in Greco-Roman categories. 

 Host City: The championship was held in Amman, Jordan. 

 

PM Narendra Modi Conferred Sri Lanka’s Highest Civilian Honour 

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi was conferred with the Sri Lanka Mitra Vibhushana, the 

nation's highest honor for foreign leaders. This prestigious award recognizes exceptional and 

distinguished service by foreign heads of state or government, reflecting the deepening ties 

between India and Sri Lanka. During his visit, Prime Minister Modi and Sri Lankan President 

Anura Kumara Dissanayake inaugurated the construction of a 120-megawatt solar power plant 
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and signed key defense and energy agreements. These initiatives aim to bolster India's strategic 

and economic influence in Sri Lanka, especially amid concerns over China's expanding 

presence in the region. The agreements mark a significant step in India-Sri Lanka relations, 

highlighting mutual interests in regional security and economic cooperation. 

Foot notes: 

 Award Details: The Mithra Vibhushana was introduced in 2008 and is awarded to global 

leaders who have maintained friendly relations with Sri Lanka. Previous recipients 

include former Maldivian President Maumoon Abdul Gayoom and Palestinian leader 

Yasser Arafat. 

 Recognition: The award reflects the deep-rooted friendship and cooperation between 

India and Sri Lanka, recognizing PM Modi's efforts to enhance bilateral relations and 

promote regional peace and development. 

 Medal Design: The award features a silver medal adorned with nine types of Sri Lankan 

gems, including symbols like the lotus, globe, sun, moon, and sheaves of rice, 

representing the shared cultural heritage of both nations. 

 Ceremony: The award was conferred by Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara 

Dissanayake during a ceremony at the Presidential Secretariat in Colombo on April 5, 

2025. PM Modi expressed gratitude, stating that the honor is not just a personal 

recognition but also a testament to the strong ties between the two nations. 

 

First Indian Sand Artist Sudarsan Pattnaik to receive Fred Darrington Sand Master 

Award 

Renowned Indian sand artist Sudarsan Pattnaik has become the first Indian to receive the 

prestigious Fred Darrington British Sand Master Award at the Sandworld 2025 International 

Sand Art Festival in Weymouth, UK. To commemorate the occasion, Pattnaik crafted a 10-foot-

high sand sculpture of Lord Ganesha bearing the message "World Peace." The award, named in 

honor of legendary British sand sculptor Fred Darrington, holds special significance this year as 

it marks his centenary. The Mayor of Weymouth, Jon Orell, presented the award to Pattnaik 

during the festival's opening ceremony. 

Foot notes: 

 Award and Recognition: Pattnaik was honored at the Sandworld 2025 International Sand 

Art Festival in Weymouth, UK, for his exceptional contributions to sand artistry. 

 Sculpture: He created a stunning 10-foot sand sculpture of Lord Ganesha, symbolizing 

world peace, which impressed the judges and attendees. 

 First Indian Recipient: Pattnaik is the first Indian artist to receive this award, marking a 

significant milestone in his career and for Indian sand art globally. 

 International Experience: With over 65 international sand art events under his belt, 

Pattnaik has established himself as a leading figure in the field, earning numerous 

accolades and recognition. 
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 Commemoration: The award coincides with the 100th birth anniversary of legendary 

sand sculptor Fred Darrington, adding to its significance. 

 Global Celebration: The ceremony was attended by international dignitaries, including 

the Mayor of Weymouth and representatives from the Indian High Commission in 

London, highlighting Pattnaik's impact on cultural heritage worldwide. 

 

India Becomes World’s Third Largest Solar and Wind Power Generator, Surpassing 

Germany 

India has become the world’s third-largest generator of electricity from solar and wind energy, 

surpassing Germany. This achievement marks a significant milestone in India’s transition to 

renewable energy and its commitment to sustainable development. According to recent data, 

wind and solar now contribute to about 10% of the country’s total electricity generation. The 

growth is attributed to strong policy support, large-scale installations, and technological 

advancements. India now trails only China and the United States in renewable energy output 

from these sources. This progress reinforces India’s global standing in clean energy leadership 

and its efforts to combat climate change. 

Foot notes: 

 Renewable Energy Capacity: India's non-fossil fuel-based energy capacity reached 

217.62 GW, with solar energy accounting for 47% of the installed renewable capacity. 

 Record Additions: In 2024, India added a record 24.5 GW of solar capacity and 3.4 GW 

of wind capacity, driven by government incentives and policy reforms. 

 Global Ranking: India now ranks third globally in wind and solar energy production, with 

wind and solar accounting for 10% of the country's electricity generation and 15% 

globally. 

 Renewable Energy Potential: India's renewable energy potential stands at approximately 

21 lakh MW, with wind power accounting for 55% of this potential. 

 Government Initiatives: The Indian government has implemented policies to boost 

renewable energy adoption, including tax incentives, subsidies for solar panel 

manufacturers, and targets for renewable capacity additions. 

 Future Goals: India aims to achieve 500 GW of non-fossil fuel-based energy by 2030 and 

enhance domestic manufacturing of solar and wind technologies to reduce dependence on 

imports. 

 

Juspay Becomes India’s First Unicorn of 2025 

Juspay, a Bengaluru-based fintech company, has become India's first unicorn of 2025 after 

raising $110 million in its latest funding round. The round was led by Falcon Edge Capital 

along with participation from existing investors like Accel and SoftBank. With this investment, 

Juspay’s valuation has soared past the $1 billion mark, cementing its status in the elite unicorn 

club. The company specializes in payment processing solutions and is known for powering 
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digital payments for major platforms like Amazon, Swiggy, and Flipkart. Juspay plans to use 

the new capital to expand its product portfolio, invest in AI-based fraud prevention, and explore 

international markets. CEO Vimal Kumar expressed confidence in India’s growing digital 

economy and reiterated Juspay’s mission to make online payments safer and faster. 

Foot notes: 

 Funding Details: Juspay secured $60 million in a Series D funding round led by Kedaara 

Capital, with participation from existing backers SoftBank and Accel. 

 Valuation: The funding round pushed Juspay's valuation past the $1 billion mark, making 

it a unicorn. 

 Company Background: Founded in 2012 by Vimal Kumar and Sheetal Lalwani, Juspay 

specializes in payment orchestration software, simplifying checkout experiences for users 

across e-commerce, fintech, and UPI platforms. 

 Innovations: Juspay developed the BHIM app in partnership with the National Payments 

Corporation of India (NPCI) and created innovative OTP read software, transforming 

mobile checkout experiences. 

 Growth and Expansion: Juspay plans to enhance its technology stack through AI and 

expand into international markets, including Asia-Pacific, Latin America, Europe, UK, 

and North America. 

 

India’s Exports Reach Record $820 Billion in 2024-25 

India achieved a historic milestone in the fiscal year 2024–25 by surpassing $820 billion in total 

exports, marking a nearly 6% increase over the previous year. This growth was driven by 

merchandise exports totaling $395.63 billion and service exports reaching $354.90 billion 

during April–February 2024–25 . The achievement is particularly noteworthy given global 

challenges such as high U.S. tariffs, the Red Sea crisis, and ongoing geopolitical tensions. 

Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal commended exporters for their resilience and 

assured continued government support to navigate the evolving trade landscape. This record-

setting performance underscores India's strengthening position in global trade and its 

commitment to expanding its export footprint. 

Foot notes: 

 Trade Growth: India's exports to the Netherlands surged by 48% to $18.52 billion in 

2022-23, indicating a significant growth in trade relations. 

 The Indian government, led by Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal, is 

actively engaging with export promotion councils and industry bodies to explore new 

opportunities and address emerging trade scenarios. 

 With India's exports reaching new heights, the country's trade landscape is expected to 

continue evolving. Key areas of focus may include: 

 Diversifying Export Markets: Exploring new markets and strengthening existing trade 

relationships to sustain growth. 
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 Promoting Export-Oriented Industries: Encouraging industries that drive export growth, 

such as textiles, pharmaceuticals, and IT services. 

 Trade Policy Reforms: Implementing policies that facilitate trade, reduce barriers, and 

enhance competitiveness. 

 

Santosh Kumar Appointed as Deputy CFO of IndusInd Bank 

Santosh Kumar has been appointed as the Deputy Chief Financial Officer (CFO) of IndusInd 

Bank. He brings with him a wealth of experience in financial management and strategic 

planning. Prior to this role, he held key positions in several reputed financial institutions. His 

appointment is expected to strengthen the bank’s financial leadership and support its growth 

strategy. IndusInd Bank expressed confidence in his ability to contribute significantly to its 

financial performance and long-term goals. 

Foot notes: 

 Role: He will oversee the bank's finance and accounts functions until a full-time CFO is 

appointed, and has been designated as a Key Managerial Personnel. 

 Background: Kumar brings over two decades of experience in finance, accounting, 

taxation, and cost management, having previously worked at ICICI Bank and 

PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC). 

 Previous Position: Before his appointment, Kumar served as the Chief Accountant at 

IndusInd Bank, where he oversaw financial reporting, balance sheet finalization, and 

taxation compliance. 

 Reason for Appointment: The appointment comes at a critical time for the bank, which 

is grappling with financial strain, regulatory scrutiny, and accounting discrepancies in its 

derivatives portfolio. 

About IndusInd Bank: 

CEO: Sumant Kathpalia 

Founded In : 1994 

Headquarters: Mumbai 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
Aryna Sabalenka Wins Miami Open 2025, Defeats Jessica Pegula 

Aryna Sabalenka claimed the Miami Open 2025 title by defeating Jessica Pegula in a dominant 

performance. The Belarusian star showcased her power and precision, controlling the match 

from start to finish. Sabalenka’s aggressive baseline play overwhelmed Pegula, who struggled 

to keep up with her opponent’s intensity. This victory marks another significant achievement in 

Sabalenka’s career, reinforcing her status as one of the top players on the WTA tour. With this 

win, she continues her strong form heading into the rest of the season. 

Foot notes: 
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 Dominant Performance : Sabalenka did not drop a set throughout the entire tournament, 

showcasing her dominance. 

 Power Play : Sabalenka's powerful forehand proved decisive, with 22 winners on that 

wing alone. 

 Breakthrough : This win marks Sabalenka's first Miami Open title, adding to her 

growing list of accolades. 

 Head-to-Head Advantage : Sabalenka now leads the head-to-head against Pegula 6-2, 

having won their previous encounter in the 2024 US Open final. 

 Prize Money : Sabalenka took home the $1.1 million first prize, a testament to her hard 

work and dedication. 

 

Israel Appoints Former Navy Chief Eli Sharvit as New Shin Bet Director 

Israel has appointed former Navy Chief Eli Sharvit as the new director of Shin Bet, the 

country's internal security agency. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu selected Sharvit after an 

extensive interview process to replace Ronen Bar, who was dismissed from the role. Sharvit 

previously served as the commander of the Israeli Navy and is expected to bring his extensive 

security and strategic expertise to the position. 

Foot notes: 

 Controversial Appointment: Sharvit's appointment comes despite a temporary court 

injunction against the dismissal of the current Shin Bet chief, Ronen Bar. 

 Lack of Intelligence Experience: Sharvit lacks a background in intelligence, Arabic 

language skills, or expertise in Palestinian affairs, which are typically essential for a Shin 

Bet director. 

 Military Background: Sharvit served 36 years in the IDF, including five years as Navy 

Commander, and led the development of maritime defenses for Israel's offshore natural 

gas fields. 

 Netanyahu's Rationale: Prime Minister Netanyahu highlighted Sharvit's military 

experience and leadership in naval operations against regional threats as qualifications for 

the role. 

 Challenges Ahead: Sharvit will face several challenges, including overseeing an ongoing 

probe into alleged ties between Netanyahu's aides and Qatar, and addressing security 

failures exposed by the Hamas attack on October 7, 2023. 

 

Shirley Botchwey Becomes First African Woman Secretary General of Commonwealth 

Shirley Botchwey has been appointed as the Secretary-General off the Commonwealth, 

becoming the first African woman to hold the position. A seasoned diplomat from Ghana, she 

previously served as the country's Minister of Foreign Affairs. Her leadership is expected to 

bring a fresh perspective to global cooperation and development within the 56-member 

organization. Botchwey aims to strengthen economic ties, climate action, and youth 
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empowerment across Commonwealth nations. Her appointment marks a historic milestone in 

the organization's commitment to diversity and inclusion. 

Foot notes: 

 Historic Appointment: Botchwey assumed office on April 1, 2025, succeeding Patricia 

Scotland, who was the first woman to hold the position. 

 Leadership Experience: With over 20 years of experience in diplomacy, international 

relations, governance, and public service, Botchwey brings a wealth of knowledge to her 

new role. 

 Prior Roles: Before her appointment, Botchwey served as Ghana's Minister for Foreign 

Affairs and Regional Integration from 2017 to 2024 and was a member of Ghana's 

National Security Council. 

 Commonwealth Priorities: Botchwey has outlined six priority areas, including 

democracy, trade and investment, youth development, climate change, and support for 

small island developing states. 

 Breaking Barriers: As the first African woman to hold the position, Botchwey's 

appointment marks a significant milestone in the Commonwealth's history and paves the 

way for greater representation and diversity. 

 

Kraigg Brathwaite resigns as West Indies Test captain 

Kraigg Brathwaite has resigned as the captain of the West Indies Test team. His decision comes 

after a challenging tenure, during which the team experienced mixed performances in 

international cricket. Brathwaite, who took over the captaincy in 2021, played a crucial role in 

stabilizing the team’s batting lineup. Under his leadership, the West Indies secured notable Test 

victories but also faced inconsistencies. The Cricket West Indies (CWI) is expected to announce 

his successor soon, focusing on the team's future in red-ball cricket. 

Foot notes: 

 Reason for Resignation: Brathwaite submitted his resignation to allow the new 

leadership time to establish itself before the home series against Australia. 

 Leadership Record: During his tenure, Brathwaite led the West Indies in 39 Tests, 

winning 10 and losing 22 matches. 

 Notable Achievements: Under his leadership, the West Indies achieved historic 

moments, including a home series victory against England in 2022 and a win over 

Australia at the Gabba in January 2024. 

 New Captain: Cricket West Indies (CWI) will name a new Test captain "in the coming 

weeks". 

 Shai Hope's New Role: Shai Hope has replaced Rovman Powell as the T20I captain, in 

addition to his responsibilities as the ODI captain. 

 Brathwaite's Future: Although stepping down from the captaincy, Brathwaite's 

experience and leadership will continue to benefit the team as a senior player. 
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Francesco Bagnaia Triumphs at Grand Prix of the Americas After Marc Marquez Crash 

Francesco Bagnaia clinched victory at the Grand Prix of the Americas, delivering a 

commanding performance on the track. The race took a dramatic turn when Marc Marquez, 

who was leading in the early laps, crashed out, opening the door for Bagnaia. Seizing the 

opportunity, the Ducati rider maintained a consistent pace and showcased expert control to 

secure the win. This victory marks a significant moment in Bagnaia’s MotoGP season, boosting 

his position in the championship standings. Marquez’s crash was a major disappointment for 

fans, as he had shown strong pace throughout the weekend. Bagnaia dedicated the win to his 

team, acknowledging their efforts and the importance of staying focused amid unpredictable 

race conditions.’ 

Foot notes: 

 Bagnaia's Victory: Bagnaia secured his 30th career MotoGP win, taking a crucial 25 

points. He expressed his happiness, saying it's a special feeling to be back atop the 

podium. 

 Marquez's Crash: Marc Marquez, who had been leading the race, slid out on lap nine, 

losing the front at turn five. He attempted to rejoin the race but eventually retired due to 

extensive damage to his bike. 

 New Championship Leader: Alex Marquez, Marc's brother, finished second and took 

the lead in the MotoGP championship standings with 87 points. Bagnaia moved up to 

third with 75 points. 

 Podium Finishers: Fabio Di Giannantonio of VR46 Racing finished third, marking 

another strong performance for his team. 

 Next Race: The MotoGP riders will head to Qatar for the next round, where Bagnaia will 

look to build on his momentum. 

 

Gabon Elects New President Junta Chief Brice Oligui Nguema 

In August 2023, Gabon's military, led by General Brice Oligui Nguema, seized power in a coup, 

deposing President Ali Bongo Ondimba, whose family had ruled for over five decades. The 

coup leaders annulled the recent election results, citing a serious institutional crisis, and 

subsequently appointed General Nguema as the transitional president. He was officially sworn 

in on September 4, 2023, pledging to preserve democratic gains and fundamental freedoms. In 

March 2025, Nguema announced his candidacy for the upcoming presidential election 

scheduled for April 12, 2025. His leadership has been marked by significant political changes, 

including the adoption of a new constitution aimed at preventing dynastic rule and limiting 

presidential terms. These developments have reshaped Gabon's political landscape, reflecting a 

shift towards more democratic governance.  

Foot notes: 

 Nguema's Background: A 50-year-old career soldier, Nguema served as aide-de-camp to 

Omar Bongo and head of the presidential guard, before leading the coup that ended the 

Bongo dynasty's 56-year rule. 
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 Campaign Strategy: Nguema has adopted a populist approach, using social media and 

viral dance trends to garner public support, with the campaign slogan "C'BON" – a play 

on the French phrase "C'est bon" and his initials. 

 Main Challenger: Alain-Claude Bilie By Nze, the last Prime Minister under Ali Bongo, is 

Nguema's main rival, positioning himself as a "clean break" candidate despite his links to 

the previous administration. 

 Election Challenges: Gabon faces significant issues, including poverty, with 1 in 3 

citizens living below the poverty line, poor infrastructure, and a heavy debt burden, 

projected to reach 80% of GDP in 2025. 

 Transparency and Stability: The Interior Ministry has assured a transparent and inclusive 

process, with results expected by April 16, and analysts hope for democratic stability and 

a peaceful transition. 

 

Japan Builds World’s First 3D-Printed Train Station in Record Time 

Japan has unveiled the world's first 3D-printed train station at Hatsushima Station in Arida City, 

Wakayama Prefecture. Developed by West Japan Railway Company (JR West) in collaboration 

with construction firm Serendix, the compact 10-square-meter structure was assembled in just 

six hours using prefabricated 3D-printed components . The station's exterior features decorative 

reliefs of local specialties, including mandarin oranges and beltfish, paying homage to the 

region's culture . This innovative approach addresses challenges posed by Japan's aging 

population and labor shortages, offering a sustainable solution for modernizing rural 

infrastructure . JR West views this project as a potential model for future developments across 

its network. 

Foot notes: 

 Construction: The components were 3D-printed elsewhere and assembled on-site, 

showcasing the potential of 3D printing in revolutionizing public infrastructure. 

 Time-Efficiency: The station was built in just six hours, minimizing disruptions to train 

schedules. 

 Cost-Effectiveness: The 3D printing method is expected to reduce construction costs by 

half compared to traditional methods. 

 Addressing Labor Shortages: This innovative approach can help address Japan's labor 

shortages in the construction industry, particularly with its aging population. 

 Interior Work: The station still requires interior work, including the installation of 

ticketing machines and other equipment. 

 Completion: The West Japan Railway Company expects to complete the project by July 

2025. 

 

Singapore Airports Top The List World Airport Rankings 2025 

Singapore Changi Airport has once again secured the top position in the Skytrax World Airport 

Rankings for 2025, marking its 13th win in this prestigious category. Known for its exceptional 
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amenities, Changi offers attractions like the Jewel complex, the world's tallest indoor waterfall, 

lush gardens, and a wide array of entertainment options, making it a destination in itself. Doha's 

Hamad International Airport, last year's winner, claimed the second spot, followed by Tokyo 

Haneda Airport in third place. These rankings underscore the continuous efforts of airports 

worldwide to enhance passenger experience through innovation and superior service. 

Foot notes: 

 Ranking: Singapore Changi Airport secured the top spot, followed by Hamad 

International Airport in Doha, Qatar, at number two, and Tokyo Haneda Airport at 

number three. 

 Award Recognition: The World Airport Awards, conducted by Skytrax, are considered 

the most prestigious recognition of airport excellence, with customer satisfaction surveys 

driving the rankings. 

 Evaluation Criteria: The awards are based on passenger feedback and reviews, 

evaluating airports on various aspects such as terminal facilities, airport products, staff 

service, security, and immigration processes. 

 Singapore Changi Airport's Strengths: Changi Airport is known for its exceptional 

passenger experience, offering a wide range of amenities, including entertainment 

options, shopping, and dining. 

 Global Recognition: This award highlights Singapore Changi Airport's commitment to 

providing a world-class travel experience, solidifying its reputation as a major aviation 

hub. 

 Industry Impact: The World Airport Awards recognize excellence in airport services, 

influencing passenger choices and driving airports to continually improve their facilities 

and services. 

 

STATE NEWS 
Arun Palli appointed as Chief Justice of J&K and Ladakh HC 

The Supreme Court Collegium has recommended the appointment of Justice Arun Palli, 

currently serving on the Punjab and Haryana High Court, as the Chief Justice of the High Court 

of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh. This recommendation follows the impending retirement of 

the current Chief Justice, Tashi Rabstan, on April 9, 2025. He was appointed as the Additional 

Advocate General of Punjab from September 2004 to March 2007 and was designated a Senior 

Advocate in April 2007. Elevated to the bench on December 28, 2013, Justice Palli has also 

served as the Executive Chairman of the Haryana State Legal Services Authority since May 31, 

2023. 

Foot notes: 

 Recommendation: The Supreme Court Collegium, in its meeting on April 4, 2025, 

resolved to recommend Justice Palli's appointment as Chief Justice of Jammu and 

Kashmir and Ladakh High Court. 
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 Experience: Before becoming a judge, Justice Palli was designated as a Senior Advocate 

on April 26, 2007, and has extensive experience as Amicus Curiae in various contentious 

matters before the High Court and Supreme Court. 

 NALSA Involvement: He was nominated as a Member of the Governing Body of the 

National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) on October 31, 2023, for a tenure of two 

years. 

 Transfer Proposal: The Collegium also proposed the transfer of Justice Sushrut Arvind 

Dharmadhikari, Judge of Madhya Pradesh High Court, to the Kerala High Court. 

 Decision Timeline: The Collegium's decision was made after three meetings held on 

March 20, 24, and April 3, 2025. 

 

Khultabad to be Renamed ‘Ratnapur’ 

The Maharashtra government has announced plans to rename the historic town of Khultabad 

back to its original name, Ratnapur. This decision, declared by Social Justice Minister Sanjay 

Shirsat on April 8, 2025, aims to restore the town's pre-Mughal identity, as it was renamed 

Khultabad during Emperor Aurangzeb's rule. Khultabad, located approximately 25 km from 

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, houses the tombs of Aurangzeb, his son Azam Shah, and Nizam 

Asaf Jah I. The renaming is part of a broader initiative to reclaim historical names altered 

during the Mughal era, with plans also underway to construct a memorial honoring Chhatrapati 

Shivaji Maharaj and Sambhaji Maharaj in the town. This move reflects the state's efforts to 

emphasize indigenous heritage and Maratha legacy. 

Foot notes: 

 Name Change: Khultabad will be renamed Ratnapur, its original name, as part of the 

state's efforts to reclaim and preserve its cultural identity. 

 Cultural Significance: The move is seen as a step towards reconnecting with the town's 

rich history and cultural roots. 

 Government Initiative: The renaming is part of the Maharashtra government's broader 

efforts to revive original names of towns and cities across the state. 

 Implementation: The renaming process is expected to be completed soon, with the new 

name being officially recognized and used in all government records and documents. 

 Local Reaction: While some locals may have mixed feelings about the name change, 

many are expected to welcome the move as a way to reconnect with their cultural 

heritage. 

 Historical Context: Khultabad has a rich history dating back to the Mughal era, and the 

renaming is seen as a way to preserve and promote its cultural legacy. 

 

DEFENCE NEWS 
Indian Air Force Joined INIOCHOS-25 Air Exercise in Greece 
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The Indian Air Force (IAF) participated in the INIOCHOS-25 multinational air exercise held in 

Greece. This high-intensity aerial combat drill featured advanced fighter jets, transport aircraft, 

and other aerial assets from various nations. The exercise aimed to enhance interoperability, 

combat readiness, and joint operational capabilities among participating air forces. The IAF’s 

involvement underscores India's commitment to strengthening defense cooperation with global 

allies. INIOCHOS-25 provided a crucial platform for Indian pilots to train in diverse combat 

scenarios and exchange tactical expertise with international counterparts. 

Foot notes: 

 Assets Deployed: The IAF has deployed Su-30 MKI fighter jets, along with combat 

enablers IL-78 and C-17 Globemaster aircraft. 

 Objectives: The exercise aims to provide an opportunity for the IAF to train in planning 

and executing combined air operations, refine tactics in complex air warfare scenarios, 

and gain insights into operational best practices. 

 International Cooperation: The exercise will foster international cooperation and 

interoperability among participating air forces, with 15 countries taking part. 

 Operational Capabilities: The IAF's participation will strengthen its operational 

capabilities and contribute to mutual learning and enhanced coordination among 

participating countries. 

 Strategic Partnerships: The exercise will further reinforce India's strategic partnerships 

and bolster its capabilities in joint operations with friendly nations. 

 

Bilateral Naval Exercise INDRA-2025 Concluded 

The 14th edition of the India-Russia bilateral naval exercise, INDRA-2025, successfully 

concluded on April 2, 2025, off the coast of Chennai in the Bay of Bengal. This exercise, held 

from March 28 to April 2, aimed to enhance interoperability and strengthen maritime 

cooperation between the two navies. The event was divided into two phases: the Harbour Phase 

in Chennai from March 28 to 30, featuring professional interactions and sports activities, and 

the Sea Phase from March 31 to April 2, involving advanced naval drills. The Indian Navy 

participated with INS Rana and INS Kuthar, while the Russian Navy was represented by the 

destroyers Pechanga, Rezkiy, and Aldar Tsydenzhapov. 

Foot notes: 

 Exercise Overview: The 14th edition of INDRA was held from March 28 to April 2, 

2025, featuring complex naval maneuvers and tactical drills to enhance interoperability 

and address shared security challenges. 

 Objectives Achieved: The exercise aimed to strengthen maritime cooperation, promote 

global peace and stability, and enhance the ability of both navies to jointly counter 

maritime security challenges. 

 Phases of the Exercise: INDRA 2025 was conducted in two phases Harbour Phase,Sea 

Phase. 
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 Enhanced Interoperability: The exercise facilitated the exchange of best practices, 

fostering a deeper understanding of each other's operational doctrines and enhancing the 

ability to operate seamlessly in complex maritime environments. 

 Strategic Partnership: INDRA-2025 reinforces the strategic partnership between India 

and Russia in maritime defense, symbolizing their commitment to collaborative maritime 

security and mutual cooperation. 

 

India-Uzbekistan Joint Military Exercise DUSTLIK-VI Begins 

The India-Uzbekistan joint military exercise DUSTLIK-VI has officially begun. The exercise is 

taking place in Uzbekistan with the aim of enhancing military cooperation between the two 

nations. Troops from both sides will engage in joint training focused on counter-terrorism 

operations in semi-urban environments. The drills will also include tactical maneuvers, 

marksmanship, and simulated combat scenarios. DUSTLIK-VI is expected to strengthen 

interoperability and mutual understanding between the Indian Army and the Uzbek Armed 

Forces. This collaboration reflects the growing strategic partnership between India and 

Uzbekistan. 

Foot notes: 

 Participating Units: The Indian contingent consists of 60 personnel from the Jat 

Regiment and the Indian Air Force (IAF), while the Uzbekistan Army is represented by 

its national troops. 

 Exercise Theme: The theme of DUSTLIK-VI focuses on Joint Multi-Domain Sub-

Conventional Operations in a Semi-Urban Scenario, simulating a coordinated response to 

a terrorist attack involving territory capture and control. 

 Key Objectives: The exercise aims to enhance interoperability between the two armies, 

develop joint tactical capabilities, and facilitate the exchange of best practices in counter-

terrorism operations, including the use of drones, helicopters, and counter-Unmanned 

Aerial Systems (UAS). 

 Operational Highlights: The exercise includes establishing a Joint Operations Centre, 

conducting special operations missions, securing helipads, and executing raids, search-

and-destroy missions, and population control measures. 

 

BANKING NEWS 
Bharti AXA Life Insurance appoints Prerak Parmar as Chief Growth Officer 

Bharti AXA Life Insurance has appointed Prerak Parmar as its Chief Growth Officer to drive 

the company’s expansion and business development strategies. With extensive experience in the 

insurance and financial services sector, Parmar is expected to lead key initiatives for market 

growth and customer acquisition. His role will focus on strengthening distribution channels, 

digital transformation, and enhancing customer experience. Prior to joining Bharti AXA, he 

held leadership positions in prominent financial institutions, showcasing his expertise in sales 
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and strategy. Parmar’s appointment aligns with Bharti AXA’s vision to accelerate growth and 

expand its footprint in the Indian insurance market. 

Foot notes: 

 Leadership Role: Prerak Parmar will lead all proprietary distribution channels, including 

Agency, Partner Office, Insurance Manager, and Direct Distribution, as well as jointly 

oversee revenue assurance and pricing. 

 Industry Experience: Parmar brings over 26 years of experience in the FMCG and Life 

Insurance sectors, with a proven track record of driving revenue growth and enhancing 

frontline productivity. 

 Previous Role: Before joining Bharti AXA Life, Parmar served as Chief Distribution 

Officer at Reliance Nippon Life Insurance. 

 Key Objectives: As Chief Growth Officer, Parmar will focus on expanding the 

company's distribution network, strengthening customer engagement, and driving 

profitability through innovative solutions. 

 Qualifications: Parmar holds an MBA from the Institute of Management Technology 

(IMT), Ghaziabad, specializing in Business, Management, Marketing, and Related 

Support Services. 

SBI's C S Setty Elected Chairman of Indian Banks' Association 

C S Setty, Managing Director of State Bank of India (SBI), has been elected as the new 

Chairman of the Indian Banks' Association (IBA). With extensive experience in the banking 

sector, Setty will play a key role in addressing industry challenges and fostering collaboration 

among Indian banks. His leadership is expected to drive policy initiatives, digital 

transformation, and financial inclusion efforts. The IBA serves as a crucial platform for banks 

to engage with regulators and policymakers on banking reforms. Setty’s appointment comes at a 

time when the banking sector is focusing on innovation, financial stability, and inclusive 

growth. 

Foot notes: 

 Election and Tenure: Setty was elected by the IBA's managing committee and will serve 

as chairman until the next annual general meeting. 

 Deputy Chairmen: Three deputy chairmen have been appointed to support Setty: A 

Manimekhalai (Union Bank of India), Swarup Kumar Saha (Punjab & Sind Bank), and 

Madhav Nair (Bank of Bahrain & Kuwait India). 

 Honorary Secretary: B Ramesh Babu, CEO of Karur Vysya Bank, has been appointed 

as the honorary secretary of the IBA. 

 Previous Chairman: Setty succeeds MV Rao, CEO of the Central Bank of India, who 

served as the previous chairman. 

 IBA's Role: As chairman, Setty will lead the IBA's efforts to advocate for the banking 

sector, ensuring policy support and addressing industry challenges. 

 

Ambuj Chandna Joins DBS Bank India as MD & Head of Consumer Banking Group 
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Ambuj Chandna has joined DBS Bank India as the Managing Director (MD) and Head of the 

Consumer Banking Group. With over two decades of experience in the banking and financial 

services sector, Chandna will play a key role in driving the bank’s growth and expanding its 

consumer banking portfolio. Before joining DBS, he held leadership roles at top banks and 

financial institutions, where he gained extensive expertise in retail banking, wealth 

management, and digital financial services. His appointment aligns with DBS’s strategic focus 

on strengthening its position in India’s competitive banking market. 

Foot notes: 

 Previous Role: Prior to joining DBS Bank India, Chandna was President and Head of 

Consumer Bank – Products at Kotak Mahindra Bank, where he led significant initiatives 

across retail lending, liabilities, and payments. 

 New Responsibilities: As MD and Head of Consumer Banking Group, Chandna will 

lead DBS Bank India's consumer banking business, focusing on deepening customer 

relationships and driving growth. 

 Leadership Shift: Chandna's appointment comes after Rajat Verma took charge as CEO 

of DBS Bank India, indicating a strategic leadership shift in the bank's India operations. 

 Growth Plans: With Chandna's expertise, DBS Bank India aims to strengthen its 

consumer banking proposition, following the integration of Lakshmi Vilas Bank, and 

expand its presence in the Indian market. 

 

SBI Card appoints Salila Pande as MD and CEO 

SBI Card has appointed Salila Pande as its new Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer 

(MD & CEO). She succeeds the outgoing MD & CEO and brings extensive experience in the 

banking and financial sector. Pande is expected to drive SBI Card’s growth strategy, focusing 

on digital transformation and expanding the customer base. Her leadership will play a crucial 

role in strengthening the company’s market position in India's credit card industry. The 

appointment aligns with SBI Card’s vision to enhance financial inclusion and innovation in the 

payments sector. 

Foot notes: 

 Background and Experience: Pande has nearly 30 years of experience in banking and 

financial services, having joined the State Bank of India (SBI) in 1995 as a probationary 

officer. 

 Previous Roles: Prior to her current role, Pande served as the Chief General Manager of 

the Mumbai Metro Circle, overseeing SBI's retail banking activities. She also held key 

positions like Vice President - Mid Office at SBI Singapore and President & CEO of SBI 

California. 

 Education and Certifications: Pande holds a postgraduate degree in physics and is a 

certified Financial Risk Manager (FRM) from GARP, USA, and a certified associate of 

the Indian Institute of Bankers (CAIIB). 
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 Term of Appointment: Pande's appointment as MD and CEO is for a period of two 

years, subject to regulatory and shareholder approvals. 

 Interim Dividend: SBI Card also declared an interim dividend of ₹2.50 per share for the 

financial year 2024-25, with a record date of February 25, 2025. 

 

Poonam Gupta Appointed as RBI Deputy Governor 

Dr. Poonam Gupta has been appointed as a Deputy Governor of the Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) for a three-year term, succeeding Michael Patra. She is the first woman in over a decade 

to hold this position and brings extensive experience from her roles at the World Bank and the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF). Previously, she served as the Director General of the 

National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER) and was a key member of India's 

Economic Advisory Council. Dr. Gupta holds a Ph.D. and a Master's in Economics from the 

University of Maryland, USA, and a Master's from the Delhi School of Economics. 

Foot notes: 

 Background: Poonam Gupta is the Director General of the National Council of Applied 

Economic Research (NCAER). 

 Term: She has been appointed for a three-year term. 

 Predecessor: Gupta succeeds Michael Patra, who previously held the position. 

 Government Approval: The Central government has named Poonam Gupta as the new 

RBI Deputy Governor, according to a notification. 

 Significance: As RBI Deputy Governor, Gupta will play a crucial role in shaping the 

country's monetary policy and regulating the banking sector. 

 

Equitas Small Finance Bank appoints Balaji Nuthalapadi as Executive Director 

Equitas Small Finance Bank has announced the appointment of Balaji Nuthalapadi as its new 

Executive Director. With over two decades of experience in the banking and financial services 

sector, Nuthalapadi brings a wealth of knowledge and leadership to the role. Prior to this 

appointment, he held various senior positions at leading financial institutions, showcasing his 

expertise in operations, strategy, and customer service. His leadership is expected to play a key 

role in driving the bank’s next phase of growth and innovation. The bank expressed confidence 

that his strategic vision will align with their mission of financial inclusion and digital 

transformation. Nuthalapadi’s appointment has been approved by the Reserve Bank of India 

and will take effect immediately. 

Foot notes: 

 Previous Roles: Before joining Equitas, Nuthalapadi served as Managing Director & 

Head of Centralized Controls Testing Execution at Citi, where he led a global controls 

testing team. He also oversaw operations and technology functions across India and 

Southeast Asia as Managing Director and Head of Operations and Technology for Citi 

South Asia. 
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 Education and Expertise: Nuthalapadi is an alumnus of the Indian Institute of 

Management, Ahmedabad (IIM-A). He has a strong background in operations, 

technology, and wealth management, with expertise in driving digital transformation and 

operational excellence. 

 Approval and Welcome: His appointment is subject to approval by the Reserve Bank of 

India (RBI) and the Board of Directors. Vasudevan P N, Managing Director & CEO of 

Equitas Small Finance Bank, welcomed Nuthalapadi to the leadership team, praising his 

vast experience and passion for digital banking, financial inclusion, and social impact. 

 

SPORTS NEWS 
India's Women Grapplers Win Silver and Two Bronze at Asian Wrestling 

India’s women grapplers delivered a strong performance at the Asian Wrestling 

Championships, securing one silver and two bronze medals. The silver medal was won by 

Vishvajit More, who showcased exceptional skill and determination in her category. Anjly 

bagged one of the bronze medals, displaying resilience in a tough contest. Another bronze was 

secured by an emerging Indian wrestler, further highlighting the nation's growing strength in 

women's wrestling. This achievement reinforces India’s position as a rising force in 

international wrestling and boosts confidence ahead of future global competitions. 

Foot notes: 

 Reetika won a silver medal, narrowly losing 6-7 to Kyrgyzstan's Aiperi Medet Kyzy in 

the gold medal bout. 

 Anju won the silver in the women’s 53kg weight category, losing 10-0 to Democratic 

People’s Republic of Korea’s Ji Hyang Kim in the final. 

 Harshita secured a silver medal in the women’s 72kg, losing 5-2 to Qian Jiang of China 

in the gold medal match. 

 Muskan won a bronze medal in the 59kg category, defeating Mongolia’s Altjin Togtokh 

4-0 in the bronze medal match. 

 Mansi Lather secured a bronze medal in the 68kg category, defeating Kazakhstan’s Irina 

Kazyulina 12-2 in the bronze medal bout. 

 Manisha won the bronze in the women’s 62kg after securing a comfortable 5-0 triumph 

over Arian G. Carpo of the Philippines. 

 

Anahat Singh & Kareem El Torkey Win Indian Open 2025 Squash Titles 

Anahat Singh and Kareem El Torkey emerged victorious at the Indian Open 2025 Squash 

Championship, showcasing exceptional skill and determination. Anahat, India’s rising squash 

star, claimed the women’s title with a dominant performance, further solidifying her reputation 

on the international circuit. Meanwhile, Egypt’s Kareem El Torkey triumphed in the men’s 

category, overcoming stiff competition to secure the prestigious title. Both players displayed 
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remarkable agility, strategy, and resilience throughout the tournament. Their victories mark a 

significant milestone in their careers and add to the growing prestige of the Indian Open. 

Foot notes: 

 Women's Champion: Anahat Singh, India's top-ranked women's squash player, won her 

11th PSA title by defeating Helen Tang of Hong Kong in the final with a score of 3-0 

(11-9, 11-5, 11-8). 

 Men's Champion: Kareem El Torkey of Egypt won the men's title by beating India's 

Abhay Singh in the final with a score of 3-1 (12-10, 11-4, 7-11, 12-10). 

 Tournament Details: The Indian Open 2025 was held at the Bombay Gymkhana in 

Mumbai from March 24 to 28, 2025, with a prize money of $53,500. 

 Anahat's Dominance: Anahat Singh's win marked her sixth consecutive title and 

reinforced her position as India's number one-ranked women's squash player. 

 Kareem's Achievement: Kareem El Torkey's win earned him 500 ranking points and 

marked a significant achievement for the Egyptian player. 

 

Yuki Bhambri Becomes India’s No. 1 Doubles Player, Reaches Career-High ATP Rank of 

26 

Yuki Bhambri has officially become India's No. 1 doubles player after achieving a career-high 

ATP doubles ranking of 26. He surpassed Rohan Bopanna to claim the top spot among Indian 

players, following an impressive run at the Miami Masters. Bhambri's recent success in doubles 

has been marked by consistent performances on the ATP Tour, reflecting his strategic shift 

from singles to doubles in recent years. His rise in the rankings is a testament to his adaptability 

and skill in the doubles format. This achievement adds to India's strong legacy in men's doubles 

tennis. Bhambri now aims to build on this momentum and achieve greater success on the global 

stage. 

Foot notes: 

 Career-High Ranking: Bhambri's new ranking of 26 is a significant improvement from 

his previous career-high of 43. 

 India's New No. 1: By defeating Rohan Bopanna, Bhambri has taken over as India's top-

ranked doubles player, marking a new era in Indian tennis. 

 Recent Successes: Bhambri's rise to fame has been swift, with recent titles at the Dubai 

Tennis Championships 2025 and the ATP Mallorca Open in 2023. 

 Partnership with Nuno Borges: Bhambri's win at the Miami Open was achieved 

alongside his Portuguese partner Nuno Borges, with whom he defeated Bopanna and Ivan 

Dodig. 

 Inspiration for Indian Tennis: Bhambri's achievement is expected to inspire a new 

generation of Indian tennis players, marking a significant moment for the sport in the 

country. 

 

Rajnigandha Achievers Winner Of Aditya Birla Memorial Polo Cup 2025 
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The Rajnigandha Achievers clinched the Aditya Birla Memorial Polo Cup 2025 by defeating 

Jindal Panther with a score of 6-3 in the final match held at Jaipur Polo Ground, New Delhi. 

The victorious team comprised Dino Dhankhar, Shamsheer Ali, Abhimanyu Pathak, and Bk Mr. 

Daniel Otamendi. The tournament, which took place from March 26 to 30, featured three teams: 

Rajnigandha Achievers, Jindal Panther, and Cavalry Royal Enfield. The runners-up, Jindal 

Panther, were led by industrialist Naveen Jindal, with team members Hurr Ali, Kuldeep Singh 

Rathore, and Bk Mr. JP Clarkin. 

Foot notes: 

 Winning Team: The Rajnigandha Achievers team consisted of Dino Dhankhar, 

Shamsheer Ali, Abhimanyu Pathak, and Bk Mr. Daniel Otamendi. 

 Final Match Outcome: They won the final against Jindal Panther with a decisive score 

of 6-3. 

 Trophy Presentation: The prestigious cup was presented to the Rajnigandha Achievers 

by Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar, the Vice President of India, Mrs. Rajashree Birla, and Mr. 

Askaran Agarwala, Group Advisor of the Birla Group Trusts. 

 Significance of the Tournament: The Aditya Birla Memorial Polo Cup is one of India's 

most prominent polo tournaments, honoring the late Shri Aditya Vikram Birla's passion 

for polo. 

 Hat-Trick Win: This is Rajnigandha Achievers' third consecutive win at the Aditya Birla 

Memorial Polo Cup. 

 Partnership: The 2025 edition of the tournament was hosted in partnership with the 

Army Polo & Riding Centre in New Delhi. 

 

Indian equestrian Niharika Singhania clinches gold 

Indian equestrian Niharika Singhania has achieved a significant milestone by securing first 

place at the prestigious Azelhof CSI Lier equestrian competition in Belgium. Competing against 

a field of international participants, Niharika demonstrated exceptional skill and composure 

throughout the event. Continuing her strong form, Niharika competed in the show jumping 

event on March 29, concluding with 61.94 points. Her crowning achievement came on March 

30, the final day of the competition, where she excelled in the Two-Phase Special, finishing first 

with penalty points of 34.48 and 31.95. 

Foot notes: 

 Events Participated: She participated in the Two Phases special event and the show 

jumping event, riding on Hotese Charboniere, owned by Sabine Locquet. 

 Penalty Points: Niharika finished with impressive penalty points of 40.72 and 40.34 in 

the Two Phases event, and 61.94 points in the show jumping event. 

 Final Day Performance: On the final day of the competition, Niharika excelled in the 

Two-Phase Special, finishing first with penalty points of 34.48 and 31.95. 
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 Inspiration to Students: Niharika's victory serves as a powerful inspiration for students 

across India, highlighting the importance of nurturing diverse talents alongside academic 

pursuits. 

 National Pride: The Indian National Anthem played in the background when 

announcing Niharika's win, marking a moment of profound pride for the nation on a 

global stage. 

 

Vandana Katariya Retires from International Hockey 

Indian women's hockey stalwart Vandana Katariya has announced her retirement from 

international hockey, concluding a distinguished career that spanned over 15 years. With 320 

international caps and 158 goals, she retires as India's most-capped women's player. Vandana 

made her senior team debut in 2009 and played a pivotal role in several of India's significant 

achievements, including the historic fourth-place finish at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, where she 

became the first Indian woman to score a hat-trick at the Games. 

Foot notes: 

 Most-Capped Player: Katariya holds the record for the most international caps in Indian 

women's hockey, with an impressive 320 appearances. 

 Goal-Scoring Legend: She scored 158 goals throughout her career, making her a pivotal 

figure in Indian women's hockey history. 

 Historic Hat-Trick: Katariya became the first and only Indian woman to score a hat-

trick at the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, leading India to a historic fourth-place finish. 

 Awards and Accolades: She has received numerous awards, including the Padma Shri 

and Arjuna Award, for her outstanding contributions to Indian hockey. 

 Legacy: Katariya's retirement marks the end of an era for Indian women's hockey, but her 

legacy will continue to inspire future generations of hockey players. 

 

Jacob Duffy Tops ICC T20I Bowling Rankings 

New Zealand fast bowler Jacob Duffy has ascended to the top of the ICC Men's T20 

International (T20I) Bowling Rankings, marking his first time achieving the number one 

position in any format. This milestone follows his outstanding performance in the recent five-

match T20I series against Pakistan, where he claimed 13 wickets at an average of 8.38, 

contributing significantly to New Zealand's 4-1 series victory. Duffy's achievement makes him 

the first New Zealander to hold the premier T20I bowling ranking since Ish Sodhi in 2018. His 

ascent in the rankings saw him surpass notable bowlers, including West Indies spinner Akeal 

Hosein, who previously held the top spot.  

Foot notes: 

 Top Spot: Duffy has leapfrogged West Indies spinner Akeal Hosein to reach the top spot, 

following his phenomenal performance in the T20I series against Pakistan. 

 Impressive Stats: He took 13 wickets at an average of just 8.38, helping New Zealand 

secure a 4-1 series victory. 
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 Career Milestone: This is Duffy's first time holding the number one bowler ranking in 

any format. 

 New Zealand Pride: Duffy is the first New Zealander to hold the top bowling ranking in 

men's T20I cricket since Ish Sodhi in 2018. 

 Ranking Movement: Duffy gained seven spots last week to be ranked joint-fifth with 

Adam Zampa and then overtook Wanindu Hasaranga, Adil Rashid, and Varun 

Chakravarthy to reach the top spot. 

 Team Impact: Duffy's achievement has also impacted his teammates' rankings, with Tim 

Seifert breaking into the top 10 of the T20I batter rankings and Finn Allen moving up one 

spot to 15th. 

 

Hitesh becomes 1st Indian boxer to reach Boxing World Cup 2025 final 

Hitesh Gulia made history by becoming the first Indian boxer to reach the final of the World 

Boxing Cup 2025. He secured his spot in the 70kg final by defeating France's Makan Traore 

with a unanimous 5:0 decision. In the final, Hitesh clinched the gold medal after his opponent, 

England's Odel Kamara, withdrew due to injury. This victory contributed to India's overall tally 

of six medals at the tournament. Hitesh credited a 10-day preparatory camp in Brazil for 

enhancing his tactical skills and boosting his performance. 

Foot notes: 

 Historic Win: Hitesh defeated France's Makan Traore 5:0 in the semifinals, showcasing 

his tactical brilliance and controlled aggression. 

 First Indian Finalist: He is the first Indian boxer to reach the final of the World Boxing 

Cup, a testament to India's growing presence in global boxing. 

 Gold Medal Opportunity: Hitesh will face England's Odel Kamara in the 70kg final, 

where a win would make him the first Indian to claim a gold medal in the World Boxing 

Cup. 

 Impressive Campaign: Hitesh's journey to the final included a 5:0 win over Italy's 

Gabriele Guidi Rontani in the quarterfinals, demonstrating his skill and dominance in the 

ring. 

 India's Medal Haul: Hitesh's achievement is part of India's successful campaign in the 

World Boxing Cup 2025, where the country won a total of six medals, including one 

gold, one silver, and four bronze medals. 

 

Indian hockey icon Vandana Katariya announces retirement 

Indian women's hockey stalwart Vandana Katariya has announced her retirement from 

international hockey, concluding an illustrious 15-year career. Debuting in 2009, she amassed 

320 international caps and scored 158 goals, making her the most-capped player in Indian 

women's hockey history. Vandana played a pivotal role in India's historic fourth-place finish at 

the Tokyo 2020 Olympics, where she became the first Indian woman to score a hat-trick at the 

Games. Her contributions were recognized with prestigious honors, including the Arjuna Award 
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in 2021 and the Padma Shri in 2022. In her retirement announcement, Vandana expressed a 

desire to step away at the peak of her career, stating, "I want to bow out at my zenith, while I'm 

still at my very best." Her departure marks the end of a significant chapter in Indian women's 

hockey. 

Foot notes: 

 Record-Breaking Career: Vandana retires as the most capped player in Indian women's 

hockey history with 320 international appearances and 158 goals to her name. 

 Olympic Experience: The forward has represented India in two Olympic Games, 

showcasing her skills on the global stage. 

 Recent Match: Her last match for India was in the Bhubaneswar leg of the FIH Pro 

League 2024-25 in February. 

 Emotional Farewell: Vandana expressed that her decision to retire wasn't easy, but she 

knew it was the right time, cherishing the memories of wearing the Indian jersey. 

 Legacy: Her retirement marks the end of an era, but her contributions to Indian women's 

hockey will be remembered for years to come. 

 

Hitesh Gulia bags Gold medal at World Boxing Cup Brazil 2025 

Hitesh Gulia made history by becoming the first Indian boxer to clinch a gold medal at the 

World Boxing Cup 2025 in Brazil. Competing in the men's 70kg category, he secured the top 

podium position after his opponent, Odel Kamara of England, withdrew from the final due to 

injury. Prior to this, Gulia showcased his prowess by defeating French Olympian Makan Traore 

in the semifinals. His journey in boxing began in 2014, initially as a means to lose weight, but 

he quickly displayed exceptional talent in the sport. After being scouted by the Indian Navy in 

2022, Gulia's dedication led him to train rigorously, culminating in this landmark achievement. 

This victory not only marks a personal milestone for Gulia but also signifies a proud moment 

for Indian boxing on the international stage. 

Foot notes: 

 Hitesh's Journey: He won against France's Makan Traore 5:0 in the semifinals, 

showcasing exceptional tactical awareness and a cautious approach. 

 Other Indian Medalists: Abhinash Jamwal secured a silver medal in the men's 65kg 

category, while Manish Rathore took home a bronze medal in the men's 55kg category. 

 Tournament Details: The World Boxing Cup Brazil 2025 took place in Foz do Iguaçu, 

Brazil, with 24 fights happening on April 3, 2025, at the Rafain Palace Hotel. 

 

Former World Champion Rudrankksh Balasaheb won gold medal in men’s 10m air rifle 

shooting event 

Former world champion Rudrankksh Balasaheb Patil clinched the gold medal in the men's 10m 

air rifle event at the ISSF World Cup 2025 in Buenos Aires, Argentina. This marks his second 

individual gold at an ISSF World Cup, following his victory at the 2023 Cairo edition. In the 
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final, Patil led throughout and secured the top spot by defeating Hungary's Istvan Peni, while 

Argentina's Marcelo Julian Gutierrez claimed bronze. His compatriot, Arjun Babuta, who 

topped the qualification round, finished seventh in the final. This achievement contributes to 

India's joint lead with China in the medal standings, both nations having secured two golds, one 

silver, and one bronze each. Patil's consistent performance reaffirms his status as a prominent 

figure in international shooting sports. 

Foot notes: 

 Consistent Performance: He led the competition from start to finish, only faltering once 

until securing the gold medal, showcasing his exceptional skills and consistency. 

 Indian Dominance: Indian shooters dominated the qualification round, with Arjun Babuta 

scoring 634.5 and Rudrankksh Patil closely following with 633.7 points. 

 Medal Standings: This win helped India match China in the medal tally, with both 

countries having two golds, a silver, and a bronze each. 

 Previous Wins: Rudrankksh Patil has previously won gold medals, including at the ISSF 

World Cup 2023 in Cairo, where he defeated Germany's Maximilian Ullbrich 16-8 in the 

gold medal match. 

 Rising Star: With his recent wins, Patil is solidifying his position as a top shooter, 

bringing attention to India's growing presence in international shooting competitions. 

 

Max Verstappen Triumphs at the Japanese GP for Fourth Consecutive Win 

Max Verstappen secured his fourth consecutive victory at the Japanese Grand Prix, leading a 

Red Bull one-two finish with teammate Sergio Pérez. Starting from pole position, Verstappen 

maintained his lead throughout the race, finishing over 12 seconds ahead of Pérez. This win 

marks Verstappen's third triumph in the first four races of the season, reinforcing his dominance 

in the championship standings. The race was briefly halted on the first lap due to a collision 

between Daniel Ricciardo and Alex Albon, but upon restart, Verstappen showcased his control 

and pace. His performance at Suzuka highlights his exceptional skill and Red Bull's competitive 

edge in the current Formula 1 season. This victory also ties Verstappen with Michael 

Schumacher for consecutive wins at the Japanese Grand Prix. 

Foot notes: 

 Pole Position: Verstappen started strong, claiming pole position with a record-breaking 

lap time and holding off McLaren drivers Lando Norris and Oscar Piastri. 

 Flawless Performance: He delivered a flawless performance, maintaining his lead 

throughout the race and crossing the finish line 1.4 seconds ahead of Norris. 

 Tribute to Honda: The win was a perfect farewell tribute to Honda, which has supplied 

engines to Red Bull since the team's inception. Verstappen praised the partnership, saying 

it was an emotional victory. 

 Championship Standings: The win keeps Verstappen firmly in contention for the 

championship, with only one point separating him from Norris in the Drivers' standings. 
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 Red Bull's Strategy: Red Bull ran a special livery inspired by the classic Honda RA272, 

marking their final home race together. 

 Impressive Streak: Verstappen's victory extends his consecutive win streak at Suzuka to 

four, demonstrating his dominance at the circuit. 

 Next Challenge: With McLaren drivers Norris and Piastri pushing hard, Verstappen's 

next challenge will be to maintain his lead and navigate the competitive field in 

upcoming races. 

 

Virat Kohli became the first Indian to score 13,000 runs in T20 cricket 

On April 7, 2025, during an IPL match against Mumbai Indians at Wankhede Stadium, Virat 

Kohli became the first Indian cricketer to surpass 13,000 runs in T20 cricket. He achieved this 

milestone upon reaching 17 runs in his innings, eventually scoring 67 off 42 balls, including 

eight fours and two sixes. This accomplishment places him among the elite group of players 

who have crossed the 13,000-run mark in T20s, alongside Chris Gayle, Alex Hales, Shoaib 

Malik, and Kieron Pollard. Notably, Kohli reached this landmark in 386 innings, making him 

the second-fastest to do so after Chris Gayle, who achieved it in 381 innings. Throughout his 

T20 career, Kohli has amassed 13,050 runs, featuring nine centuries and 99 half-centuries. His 

consistent performance continues to solidify his status as one of the premier batsmen in the 

shortest format of the game. 

Foot notes: 

 Milestone Achievement: Kohli reached 13,000 T20 runs during the Indian Premier 

League (IPL) 2025 match between Royal Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) and Mumbai 

Indians (MI) at Wankhede Stadium. 

 Fastest to 13,000 T20 Runs: Chris Gayle holds the record for the fastest 13,000 T20 runs, 

achieved in 381 matches. Kohli achieved this feat in 386 matches. 

 Elite Group: Kohli joins an elite group of T20 run-scorers, including Gayle, Alex Hales, 

Shoaib Malik, and Kieron Pollard. 

 Impressive Form: Kohli has shown promising form in IPL 2025, accumulating 97 runs at 

an average of 48.50 and a strike rate of 134.72 in the first three matches. 

 RCB's Performance: Kohli's innings helped RCB comfortably chase down targets, 

including a brilliant unbeaten 59 off 36 balls against Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR). 

 Consistency: Kohli has consistently performed well in the IPL, holding the record for the 

highest runs in IPL history with 7,284 runs. 

 

Suruchi Shines with Gold in Women’s Air Pistol at ISSF World Cup 

Indian shooter Suruchi Phogat clinched her first ISSF World Cup gold medal in the women's 

10m Air Pistol event in Buenos Aires, Argentina. The 18-year-old displayed remarkable 

composure, scoring 244.6 points in the final to surpass China's Qian Wei, who secured silver 

with 241.9 points, and double Olympic medallist Jiang Ranxin, who took bronze with 221.0 
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points. Suruchi's journey to gold was marked by a steady ascent; after initially trailing, she 

surged ahead during the elimination rounds with impressive shots of 10.7 and 10.8, ultimately 

maintaining her lead to the end. This victory adds to India's growing tally at the World Cup and 

highlights Suruchi's emergence as a formidable talent in international shooting. Her 

achievement is particularly noteworthy given her recent transition from wrestling to shooting, a 

decision influenced by an injury that redirected her athletic pursuits. Suruchi's gold medal 

performance underscores her potential and sets a promising trajectory for her future in the sport. 

Foot notes: 

 Suruchi's Victory: 18-year-old Suruchi Inder Singh clinched the gold medal, overcoming 

a strong field of Chinese shooters, including Qian Wei and Jiang Ranxin. 

 Qualification Round: Suruchi topped the qualification round with a score of 583, ahead of 

China's Qian Wei (582-23x) and Jiang Ranxin (582-17x). 

 Final Round Performance: In the final, Suruchi trailed behind Qian Wei until the ninth 

shot but bounced back with impressive scores of 10.7 and 10.8 to take the lead. 

 Medal Standings: Suruchi finished with a total score of 244.6, followed by Qian Wei with 

241.9, and Jiang Ranxin securing the bronze medal with 221.0. 

 India's Medal Tally: This win contributed to India's strong performance in the 

tournament, with the country now having 4 gold, 1 silver, and 1 bronze medal. 

 Suruchi's Background: The Haryana teenager has been making waves in the shooting 

world, having won seven gold medals at the National Championships in New Delhi last 

year. 

 

India’s Arya Borse & Rudrankksh Patil clinched silver medal at ISSF World Cup 2025 

India’s shooters Arya Borse and Rudrankksh Patil clinched the silver medal at the ISSF World 

Cup 2025. The duo showcased exceptional skill and coordination in the 10m air rifle mixed 

team event. Their consistent performance helped India secure a podium finish against tough 

international competition. This medal adds to India's growing success in shooting sports on the 

global stage. Both athletes are being celebrated for their dedication and composure under 

pressure. 

Foot notes: 

 Event Details: The Indian duo competed against China's Wang Zifei and Song Buhan in 

the final, ultimately losing 17-9. 

 Qualification Round: Borse and Patil combined for a score of 630.5, securing their spot in 

the gold medal match. 

 Medal Count: This silver medal takes India's tally to seven medals at the ISSF World Cup 

2025, with four gold, two silver, and one bronze. 

 Rudrankksh Patil also won an individual gold medal in the 10m Air Rifle men's event, 

marking his second medal at the competition. 

 Arya Borse secured her maiden World Cup medal on senior debut. 
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 Other Indian Competitors: Arjun Babuta and Narmada Nithin Raju finished fourth in the 

bronze medal match, losing to Argentina's Fernanda Russo and Marcelo Julian Gutierrez 

17-13. 

James Anderson Receives Knighthood for His Services to Cricket 

James Anderson, England's most successful Test bowler, has been awarded a knighthood in 

former Prime Minister Rishi Sunak's resignation honours list, recognizing his exceptional 

contributions to cricket over a 21-year international career. Anderson retired from international 

cricket in July 2024, having taken 704 Test wickets—the most by any English bowler and the 

third-highest globally—across 188 matches. His achievements include four Ashes victories and 

a total of 991 wickets across all formats, solidifying his status as one of the game's greats. At 

42, Anderson continues to play domestically for Lancashire, despite a recent calf injury 

sidelining him early in the 2025 season. This honor not only celebrates his on-field 

accomplishments but also his enduring influence on cricket in England and beyond. 

Foot notes: 

 Knighthood Honor: James Anderson, the legendary English fast bowler, has been 

awarded a knighthood as part of former Prime Minister Rishi Sunak's resignation honors 

list, recognizing his exceptional contribution to cricket. 

 International Career: Anderson retired from international cricket in July 2024 after a 

21-year career, playing 188 Test matches, 194 One Day Internationals, and 19 T20 

internationals, becoming England's all-time leading wicket-taker in Tests with 704 

wickets. 

 Achievements: He was part of England's cricketing success, including four Ashes 

victories and a T20 World Cup title in 2010, and holds the record for the most wickets 

taken by an England pacer in ODI cricket with 269 scalps. 

 Previous Recognition: Anderson received the Order of the British Empire (OBE) award 

at Buckingham Palace in London in 2016, and this knighthood is a testament to his 

dedication and service to the sport. 

 

Indian Men’s Recurve Team Wins Silver in Stage 1 At Archery World Cup 25 

The Indian men's recurve archery team, comprising Atanu Das, Dhiraj Bommadevara, and 

Tarundeep Rai, secured a silver medal at the Archery World Cup Stage 1 in Antalya. Facing 

China in the final, the Indian trio overcame a 0-4 deficit to level the match, ultimately losing in 

a shoot-off where China edged ahead with an 'X' (a shot closest to the center) . En route to the 

final, India defeated teams from Japan, Chinese Taipei, and the Netherlands, showcasing 

resilience and skill. Notably, Dhiraj Bommadevara also clinched a bronze in the individual 

recurve event, marking a successful debut at the World Cup . India concluded the tournament 

with a commendable haul of two golds, one silver, and one bronze. 

Foot notes: 

 Final Match: The Indian team lost to China with a score of 1-5 in the gold medal match. 

 Semi-Final Win: India beat Spain 6-2 in the semi-finals to reach the final. 
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 Individual Achievement: Dhiraj Bommadevara, a member of the team, also won an 

individual bronze medal by defeating Andres Temino Mediel of Spain 6-4. 

 Team Ranking: Despite being ranked second in the world, the Indian team fell short 

against China's third-seeded team. 

 Overall Performance: India concluded the Archery World Cup Stage 1 campaign with 

four medals, showcasing their strong presence in the tournament. 

 

Carlos Alcaraz Wins 2025 Monte Carlo Masters 

Carlos Alcaraz clinched his first Monte Carlo Masters title on April 13, 2025, defeating Italy's 

Lorenzo Musetti in a thrilling comeback with a scoreline of 3–6, 6–1, 6–0. This victory marks 

Alcaraz's sixth ATP Masters 1000 title and his 18th career ATP Tour title, propelling him to the 

No. 2 spot in the ATP rankings, surpassing Alexander Zverev . After dropping the first set, 

Alcaraz displayed resilience and tactical prowess to dominate the remainder of the match. 

Musetti, who had earlier eliminated defending champion Stefanos Tsitsipas in the quarterfinals, 

struggled physically in the final set, which Alcaraz capitalized on to secure the win . 

Foot notes: 

 Youngest Champion Since 2008: At 21 years and 337 days, Alcaraz became the 

youngest Monte Carlo Masters champion since Rafael Nadal in 2008. 

 Sixth Masters 1000 Title: This win marked Alcaraz's sixth Masters 1000 title and 18th 

tour-level victory. 

 Clay Court Dominance: Alcaraz now has nine clay court titles, showcasing his 

impressive performance on the surface. His strike rate on clay courts is 33%, placing him 

third behind Rafael Nadal (54%) and Bjorn Borg (41%). 

 Musetti's Injury: Lorenzo Musetti struggled with a right-leg injury in the third set, 

receiving treatment at 0-3, which likely impacted his performance. 

 New World Ranking: Following his win, Alcaraz is set to reach No. 2 in the world 

rankings. 

 

Oscar Piastri Wins 2025 Bahrain Grand Prix 

Oscar Piastri delivered a commanding performance to win the 2025 Bahrain Grand Prix, 

securing his second victory of the season and McLaren's first-ever triumph at the Sakhir circuit. 

Starting from pole position, the Australian driver led every lap of the race, even after a safety 

car on lap 32 temporarily erased his lead. Piastri also set the fastest lap, achieving his first 

career hat trick of pole position, fastest lap, and race win. George Russell of Mercedes finished 

second, while McLaren teammate Lando Norris overcame a false start penalty to claim third 

place. Max Verstappen faced a challenging race, finishing sixth due to pit stop issues and tire 

strategy missteps. 

Foot notes: 

 Dominant Performance: Piastri led the race from start to finish, finishing 15 seconds 

ahead of George Russell, who came in second. 
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 McLaren's First Win at Bahrain: This victory marked McLaren's first-ever win at the 

Bahrain International Circuit, which is significant given the team's Bahraini ownership. 

 Piastri's Championship Standings: With this win, Piastri moved to second place in the 

championship standings, surpassing Max Verstappen. 

 Strong Team Performance: Piastri's teammate, Lando Norris, finished third, 

showcasing McLaren's strong performance in the race. 

 Fastest Lap: Piastri also achieved the fastest lap in the race, further highlighting his 

dominance at the Bahrain Grand Prix. 

 

Virat Kohli created history by hitting 1000 boundaries in IPL 2025 

Virat Kohli has made history by becoming the first player to hit 1,000 boundaries in the Indian 

Premier League (IPL). This remarkable achievement came during Royal Challengers 

Bengaluru's (RCB) match against Delhi Capitals at the M. Chinnaswamy Stadium. Kohli 

reached the milestone in style, smashing a six over long-on off Axar Patel in the fourth over, 

bringing his total to 721 fours and 279 sixes . Despite Kohli's landmark, RCB posted a modest 

total of 163/7, and Delhi Capitals chased it down with ease, thanks to KL Rahul's unbeaten 93 . 

This feat adds to Kohli's illustrious IPL career, where he also holds the record for the most runs 

scored in the tournament . 

Foot notes: 

 Record-Breaking Milestone: Kohli achieved this feat during a match between Royal 

Challengers Bengaluru (RCB) and Delhi Capitals (DC) at the M Chinnaswamy Stadium 

in Bengaluru. 

 Boundary Breakdown: Kohli's 1000 boundaries consist of 721 fours and 279 sixes, 

showcasing his incredible batting skills. 

 Match Performance: During the match, Kohli scored 22 runs off 14 balls, including 1 

four and 2 sixes, before being dismissed by Vipraj Nigam. 

 Match Result: Despite Kohli's achievement, RCB lost the match to DC by 6 wickets, 

with DC chasing down RCB's score of 163/7 with over 2 overs to spare. 

 

India Finishes Second Overall in First ISSF World Cup 2025 

India finished second overall in the first ISSF World Cup 2025 (Para), showcasing a strong 

performance on the global stage. Indian para shooters delivered exceptional results, securing 

multiple medals across various categories. Their consistent efforts and remarkable skills 

contributed significantly to the country’s overall standing. This achievement highlights India’s 

growing dominance and dedication in para shooting sports at the international level. 

Foot notes: 

 India finished second overall in the first ISSF World Cup 2025, held in Buenos Aires, 

Argentina, from April 1-10, 2025. 

 Vijayveer Sidhu in men's 25m rapid-fire pistol, becoming the first Indian to win a gold 

medal in this event 
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 Saurabh Chaudhary and Suruchi Singh in 10m air pistol mixed team 

 China topped the medal tally with 11 medals, including 5 gold, 3 silver, and 3 bronze. 

India's young squad, averaging 21 years of age, showcased exceptional talent and 

potential, signaling a promising future for Indian shooting on the international stage. 

 

Mohun Bagan Wins ISL 2024-25 

Mohun Bagan Super Giant clinched the 2024–25 Indian Super League (ISL) title with a 

dramatic 2–1 victory over Bengaluru FC in the final, held on April 12, 2025, at the 

Vivekananda Yuba Bharati Krirangan in Kolkata. This triumph marked their second ISL Cup 

win and completed a historic league-cup double, as they had already secured the ISL Shield 

earlier in the season . This victory also established Mohun Bagan as the first team to 

successfully defend the ISL Shield, finishing the regular season with a record 56 points and an 

unbeaten home record . 

Foot notes: 

 ISL Cup Winners: Mohun Bagan also won the ISL Cup, defeating Bengaluru FC 2-1 in 

the final. This adds to their impressive performance in the season. 

 Consistency and Dominance: Throughout the season, Mohun Bagan demonstrated 

remarkable consistency, with notable wins against various teams, including NorthEast 

United FC, Mohammedan SC, and Kerala Blasters FC. 

 Key Matches: Some of their standout matches include a 3-2 win over NorthEast United 

FC, a 3-0 win over Mohammedan SC, and a 3-2 win over Kerala Blasters FC. However, 

they did face some losses, such as a 3-0 defeat to Bengaluru FC. 

 

Yash Vir Singh wins javelin gold at Indian Open Athletics 2025 

Yashvir Singh clinched the gold medal in the men's javelin throw at the 2025 Indian Open 

Athletics Championships, showcasing his exceptional talent. The Rajasthan athlete achieved a 

remarkable throw of 82.13 meters, surpassing his previous personal best and asserting his 

dominance in the field. This victory adds to his impressive track record, including breaking 

Neeraj Chopra's U20 record with a 78.68-meter throw in 2021 . Singh's consistent performances 

highlight his potential to represent India on international platforms. His dedication and skill 

continue to inspire upcoming athletes in the country. 

Foot notes: 

 Yash Vir Singh's Profile: Yash Vir Singh is an Indian javelin thrower with a personal 

best of 82.13 meters, achieved in 2022. 

 Ranking Among Indian Javelin Throwers: He ranks eighth among Indian javelin 

throwers who have crossed the 80-meter mark, with top throwers including Neeraj 

Chopra (89.94 meters) and Shivpal Singh (86.23 meters). 

 Indian Open Athletics Meet 2025: The Athletics Federation of India has scheduled the 

Indian Open Athletics Meet 2025 in Chennai and Jharkhand 
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Shreyas Iyer Named ICC Men’s Player of March 2025 

Shreyas Iyer has been named the ICC Men’s Player of the Month for March 2025, recognizing 

his pivotal role in India's victorious ICC Champions Trophy campaign. Iyer amassed 243 runs 

across five matches, averaging 48.60, and emerged as India's top scorer in the tournament. His 

standout performances included a crucial 79 against New Zealand in the group stage and vital 

contributions of 45 and 48 in the semi-final and final, respectively, underscoring his consistency 

under pressure. This accolade marks a significant milestone in Iyer's career, highlighting his 

importance to India's middle-order lineup. Expressing his elation, Iyer stated he was "over the 

moon" after securing his first ICC trophy with the national team. 

Foot notes: 

 Award Details: Shreyas Iyer won the ICC Men's Player of the Month award for March 

2025, beating out New Zealand's Jacob Duffy and Rachin Ravindra. 

 Tournament Performance: Iyer played a crucial role in India's Champions Trophy 

victory, scoring 243 runs in three matches at an average of 57.33 and a strike rate of 

77.47. 

 Significance: Iyer's award marks back-to-back wins for Indian players, following 

Shubman Gill's victory in February 2025. 

 Player's Reaction: Shreyas Iyer expressed gratitude and honor, dedicating his success to 

teammates, coaches, support staff, and fans. 

 Impact: His consistent performances in high-pressure matches solidified his position as a 

key contributor to India's international cricket success. 

 

Mykolas Alekna Breaks Own Discus Throw World Record with Historic 75.56m at 

Oklahoma Throws Series 

Lithuania's Mykolas Alekna shattered his own discus world record with a monumental throw of 

75.56 meters at the Oklahoma Throws Series on April 13, 2025. This historic feat made him the 

first athlete to surpass the 75-meter mark in men's discus throw. Alekna's previous record of 

74.35 meters, set at the same venue in 2024, was eclipsed twice during the competition—first 

with a 74.89-meter throw, followed by the record-breaking 75.56-meter effort. The event saw 

exceptional performances, including Australia's Matthew Denny's 74.78-meter throw, which 

also surpassed the previous world record. 

Foot notes: 

 New World Record: Alekna shattered his own world record with a stunning 75.56-meter 

throw at the Oklahoma Throws Series in Ramona, USA, on April 13, 2025. 

 First to Break 75 Meters: He became the first man in history to throw a discus over 75 

meters, solidifying his position as a generational talent in the sport. 

 Previous Record: Alekna's previous record was 74.35 meters, which he set on April 14, 

2024, at the same Oklahoma Throws Series meeting, breaking Jürgen Schult's 38-year-

old record of 74.08 meters. 
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 Competition: Alekna's throw of 75.56 meters left Australia's Matthew Denny, the 

Olympic bronze medalist, in second place with a personal best throw of 74.78 meters. 

 Family Legacy: Mykolas Alekna comes from a family of athletic excellence, being the 

son of two-time Olympic gold medalist Virgilijus Alekna, who had a personal best throw 

of 73.88 meters. 

 

Saurabh Chaudhary Wins Bronze in 10m Air Pistol At ISSF World Cup 2025 

Saurabh Chaudhary secured a bronze medal in the men's 10m air pistol event at the 2025 ISSF 

World Cup in Lima, Peru, marking his first individual international podium finish since 2022. 

The 22-year-old shooter from Uttar Pradesh scored 219.1 points in the final, finishing behind 

China's Hu Kai, who clinched gold with 246.4 points, and Brazil's Felipe Almeida Wu, who 

took silver with 241.0 points . Chaudhary led early in the final but slipped in the later stages, 

while his cousin Varun Tomar narrowly missed the podium, finishing fourth. This medal adds 

to Chaudhary's recent success, including a mixed team bronze with Suruchi Singh at the Buenos 

Aires World Cup. His performance in Lima signifies a strong comeback to the international 

shooting circuit. 

Foot notes: 

 Event Details: The ISSF World Cup 2025 was held in Lima, Peru, in April 2025, where 

Chaudhary showcased his skills in the 10m air pistol event. 

 Competition: Chaudhary competed against top shooters, including Olympic champions, 

in a tightly contested match, demonstrating his resilience and talent. 

 Medal Achievement: Although there's some confusion about the medal match details, 

Chaudhary's bronze medal win highlights his remarkable comeback to the Indian 

shooting team. 

 Indian Performance: India had a strong showing at the ISSF World Cup, with 

Rudrankksh Patil winning gold in the men's 10m air pistol event and other Indian 

shooters securing medals in different categories. 

 

Neeraj Chopra wins gold at Potchefstroom Invitational with 84.52m throw 

Neeraj Chopra won the gold medal at the Potchefstroom Invitational with an impressive throw 

of 84.52 meters. Competing in South Africa, Chopra dominated the field with his season-

opening performance. His throw was enough to secure the top spot, showcasing his strong form 

ahead of a busy athletics season. This victory further boosts his preparations for upcoming 

major events like the Paris Olympics. Chopra's consistency continues to establish him as one of 

the world’s premier javelin throwers. 

Foot notes: 

 Winning Throw: Chopra achieved a throw of 84.52m, securing the top spot on the 

podium among six competing athletes. 
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 Season Start: This marks an early start to his 2025 season, with Chopra reportedly 

tweaking his technique, running slower than usual, and throwing low and not on the left 

side of the sector. 

 Competition Results: The second-best throw was from Douw Smit with 83.29m, 

followed by Duncan Robertson from South Africa with a throw of 71.22m. 

 Next Event: Neeraj Chopra is scheduled to compete in the Diamond League in Doha on 

May 16, which will be the first major event of the season. 

 Significance: Chopra's early season start and winning performance indicate a promising 

year ahead, as he continues to pursue his goal of achieving a 90m throw. 

 

Chris Jenkins Resigns as Commonwealth Sport President 

Chris Jenkins has resigned from his position as President of Commonwealth Sport. His decision 

comes after a tenure marked by efforts to modernize and expand the Games' global appeal. 

Jenkins cited personal reasons for stepping down but expressed pride in the progress made 

during his leadership. Under his presidency, Commonwealth Sport emphasized inclusivity, 

youth engagement, and sustainability. The organization has announced that an interim president 

will be appointed soon to ensure a smooth transition. Jenkins' resignation marks the end of a 

significant chapter for Commonwealth Sport’s evolution. 

Foot notes: 

 Resignation: Chris Jenkins has stepped down as President of Commonwealth Sport, 

effective immediately, citing personal reasons. 

 Legacy: Jenkins will be remembered for his longstanding service and contribution to the 

Commonwealth Sport movement, particularly in advancing Sport for Development and 

Para inclusion through the GAPS program. 

 Interim President: Dr. Donald Rukare, President of the Uganda Olympic Committee, 

has been appointed Interim President of Commonwealth Sport until the next General 

Assembly in November 2025. 

 Rukare's Background: Rukare is a seasoned sports administrator with a legal and 

academic background, having served in various senior sports governance capacities 

across Africa, including as a sports law lecturer and former advocate of the High Court of 

Uganda. 

 Upcoming Election: A new President will be elected by the membership at the next 

General Assembly in November 2025, who will lead the organization through a period of 

growth and transformation. 

 

India Shines At World Squash Asia Qualifier 

India delivered an outstanding performance at the World Squash Championships Asia 

Qualifiers in Kuala Lumpur. In the men's singles, Veer Chotrani advanced to the semi-finals 

after a come-from-behind victory over Malaysia's Mohammad Syafiq Kamal, winning 9-11, 11-

6, 11-6, 11-7 . In the women's singles, 17-year-old Anahat Singh dominated Japan's Akari 
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Midorikawa with a straight-games win of 11-1, 11-7, 11-5 . Tanvi Khanna caused a major upset 

by defeating top seed N Ching Cheng of Hong Kong 3-1 (11-7, 11-8, 8-11, 12-10) to secure her 

spot in the quarterfinals . These impressive performances highlight India's growing prominence 

in international squash. 

Foot notes: 

 Indian Players Advance: Veer Chotrani and Anahat Singh have successfully advanced 

to the semifinals of the World Championship Qualifying Event (Asia). 

 Veer Chotrani's Comeback: Chotrani, seeded second, achieved a thrilling comeback 

victory against home favorite Mohammad Syafiq Kamal, winning 9-11, 11-6, 11-6, 11-7. 

 Anahat Singh's Dominant Win: Anahat Singh, seeded fifth, displayed her prowess by 

defeating Japan's Akari Midorikawa with a score of 11-1, 11-7, 11-5 in the quarterfinals. 

 Upcoming Matches: Singh is set to face Hong Kong's Helen Tang on Saturday, while 

Chotrani's semifinal opponent is yet to be determined. 

 Qualification for World Championships: The winners of the Asia Qualifier will qualify 

for the World Championships in Chicago this May. 

 India's Squash Success: This performance is part of India's recent squash successes, 

including winning two gold medals, a silver, and two bronze medals at the 2023 Asian 

Games. 

 

India’s Shourya Ambure Wins Bronze In U-18 100m Hurdles 

India's Shourya Ambure clinched the bronze medal in the U-18 girls' 100m hurdles at the Asian 

Under-18 Athletics Championship held in Dammam, Saudi Arabia. She clocked an impressive 

13.80 seconds, showcasing her sprinting prowess on the continental stage . This achievement 

adds to her growing list of accolades, including a gold medal at the National Youth Athletics 

Championships in March 2025, where she recorded a time of 14.55 seconds . Representing 

Maharashtra, Ambure's consistent performances highlight her as one of India's promising young 

hurdlers. Her success contributes to India's overall medal tally and underscores the nation's 

rising talent in athletics. Ambure's dedication and achievements continue to inspire aspiring 

athletes across the country. 

Foot notes: 

 Bronze Medal Win: Shourya Ambure clinched the bronze medal in the women's 100m 

hurdles event at the Asian U18 Athletics Championships 2025 in Dammam, Saudi 

Arabia. 

 Timing: She achieved a personal best timing of 13.80 seconds, although it won't be 

counted as an official record due to a tailwind of +2.4m/s, exceeding the valid limit of 

+2m/s. 

 Competition: Ambure finished behind two Chinese hurdlers, Bao Yinyin (gold) with a 

time of 13.71 seconds, and He Yihui (silver) with a time of 13.76 seconds. 

 India's Medal Count: This win contributed to India's overall medal tally, which now 

stands at seven medals: three silver and four bronze. 
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 Other Indian Medalists: Nishchay won a silver medal in men's shot put and a bronze in 

discus throw, while Lakshita Mahlawat secured bronze in women's discus throw. 

 

APPOINTMENT & PERSON IN NEWS 
. Rajneet Kohli Appointed as Executive Director of Foods at HUL 

Rajneet Kohli has been appointed as the Executive Director of Foods at Hindustan Unilever 

Limited (HUL). With extensive experience in the consumer goods and food industry, he is 

expected to drive growth and innovation in HUL’s food segment. Prior to this role, Kohli held 

leadership positions in major FMCG companies, showcasing his expertise in brand strategy and 

market expansion. His appointment aligns with HUL’s commitment to strengthening its 

portfolio in the food and beverage sector. Under his leadership, HUL aims to enhance product 

offerings, improve customer engagement, and expand its market reach. 

Foot notes: 

 Background and Experience: Kohli brings over 28 years of experience in the consumer 

goods and retail sectors, having worked with prominent companies like Britannia 

Industries, Jubilant Foodworks, The Coca-Cola Company, and Asian Paints. 

 Previous Role: Kohli was the CEO and Executive Director at Britannia Industries, where 

he played a crucial role in reinforcing the company's leadership in the food and bakery 

segment. 

 New Responsibilities: As Executive Director of Foods at HUL, Kohli will lead the Foods 

business across India, driving growth, innovation, and excellence. 

 Leadership Expectations: HUL's CEO and Managing Director, Rohit Jawa, expects 

Kohli to drive the next phase of growth and transformation for HUL's Foods business. 

 Industry Impact: Kohli's appointment is seen as a strategic move to accelerate 

innovation and market expansion in HUL's Foods business, which has strong growth 

potential. 

 

Mrunal Thakur becomes brand ambassador of Dyna 

Mrunal Thakur has been appointed as the brand ambassador of Dyna, a popular personal care 

brand. Her association with Dyna aims to enhance the brand’s image and connect with a wider 

audience. Known for her versatility and charm, Mrunal embodies the values of elegance and 

confidence that align with the brand’s identity. As the face of Dyna, she will feature in various 

marketing campaigns, promoting the brand’s range of beauty and skincare products. This 

partnership is expected to strengthen Dyna’s market presence and appeal to young consumers. 

Foot notes: 

 Campaign Partnership: Thakur will lead Dyna's latest campaign, "Pehli Jhalak Kare 

Khoobsurat Asar," which aims to reinforce the brand's position in the premium skincare 

segment. 
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 Brand Alignment: Thakur's confidence, elegance, and natural beauty align perfectly 

with Dyna's values, making her an ideal ambassador for the brand. 

 Product Highlights: Dyna boasts a Grade 1 soap with 76% TFM (Total Fatty Matter) 

and no fillers, ensuring purity and effectiveness. 

 Marketing Strategy: The campaign will be promoted across multiple platforms, 

including television, digital media, and in-store branding, to ensure widespread consumer 

engagement. 

 Brand Expansion: Thakur's partnership with Dyna is part of the brand's strategy to 

expand its footprint in the premium beauty segment and strengthen its position in the 

market. 

 

MaxIQ appoints Sastry Malladi as Chief Technology Officer 

MaxIQ has appointed Sastry Malladi as its new Chief Technology Officer (CTO) to lead the 

company’s technological advancements and innovation strategies. With vast experience in 

cloud computing, AI, and digital transformation, Malladi is expected to drive MaxIQ’s product 

development and tech initiatives. Prior to joining MaxIQ, he held key leadership roles in top 

technology firms, showcasing his expertise in scaling enterprise solutions. His appointment 

aligns with MaxIQ’s vision to enhance its technology-driven offerings and expand its global 

footprint. Under his leadership, the company aims to strengthen its competitive edge in the 

industry. 

Foot notes: 

 Leadership Role: Malladi will lead MaxIQ's product and engineering organization, 

focusing on scaling its Revenue AI platform. 

 Experience: He brings over 30 years of experience in technology leadership roles, 

including co-founding FogHorn Systems, a pioneer in Edge AI, and holding leadership 

positions at eBay and Oracle. 

 Responsibilities: As CTO, Malladi will work alongside Matt Hickey, CEO, and Sonny 

Aulakh, Founder, to enhance MaxIQ's Agentic AI capabilities, supporting sales 

forecasting, customer onboarding, and revenue expansion. 

 Growth Phase: Malladi's appointment comes during a pivotal growth phase for MaxIQ, 

following a recent $7.8 million seed funding round led by Dell Technologies Capital and 

Intel Capital. 

 

Bajaj Electricals appoints Sanjay Sachdeva as MD & CEO 

Bajaj Electricals has appointed Sanjay Sachdeva as its new Managing Director & Chief 

Executive Officer (MD & CEO). With extensive experience in the consumer durables and 

electrical industry, he is expected to drive the company's growth and innovation strategies. Prior 

to this role, Sachdeva held leadership positions in major companies, showcasing expertise in 

business transformation and market expansion. His appointment aligns with Bajaj Electricals' 

vision to strengthen its brand presence and enhance operational efficiencies. Under his 
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leadership, the company aims to accelerate growth, improve customer engagement, and expand 

its product portfolio. 

Foot notes: 

 Global Experience: He has worked in multiple countries, including Brazil, China, the 

Middle East, North Africa, Turkey, Russia, and Japan, where he was the Managing 

Director and CEO of Unilever Japan. 

 Key Responsibilities: As MD & CEO of Bajaj Electricals, Sachdeva will oversee all 

business verticals and operations. 

 Chairman's Comments: Shekhar Bajaj, Chairman of Bajaj Electricals, welcomed 

Sachdeva, highlighting his global experience and strategic vision, which aligns with the 

company's goal of delivering exceptional value to consumers and stakeholders. 

 Sachdeva's Statement: Sachdeva expressed his honor in joining Bajaj Electricals, 

committing to drive sustainable growth, innovation, and long-term value for all 

stakeholders. 

 

Indian-American Scientist Jay Bhattacharya appointed as NIH Director 

Indian-American scientist Jay Bhattacharya has been appointed as the new Director of the 

National Institutes of Health (NIH). A prominent physician, health economist, and professor at 

Stanford University, Bhattacharya is widely known for his research in public health policy and 

epidemiology. His appointment comes at a crucial time as the NIH continues to address global 

health challenges and advancements in medical research. Bhattacharya has been a vocal 

advocate for evidence-based policymaking, particularly in areas such as pandemic response and 

healthcare economics. His leadership is expected to shape the future direction of biomedical 

research and public health initiatives in the United States. 

Foot notes: 

 Nomination and Confirmation: Dr. Bhattacharya was nominated by U.S. President 

Donald Trump in November 2024 and was confirmed by the U.S. Senate through a 53-47 

vote on March 25, 2025. 

 Role in the Great Barrington Declaration: Dr. Bhattacharya gained prominence as one 

of the co-authors of the Great Barrington Declaration, an alternative public health 

strategy proposed in October 2020 that opposed widespread lockdowns and advocated for 

a focused protection approach during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Leadership at the NIH: As the new NIH Director, Dr. Bhattacharya is expected to bring 

a data-driven, innovative approach to public health research, focusing on revitalizing trust 

in health institutions, ensuring scientific research meets high-quality standards, and 

addressing chronic health challenges with evidence-based solutions. 

 Challenges Ahead: Dr. Bhattacharya's appointment comes at a time when the NIH faces 

increasing scrutiny over public health policies. His leadership will be closely watched, 

especially concerning scientific integrity and transparency, research funding allocation, 

and public trust in health agencies. 
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Dhoni becomes highest run-scorer for Chennai Super Kings in IPL 2025 

MS Dhoni has become the highest run-scorer for Chennai Super Kings (CSK) in the IPL 2025 

season, further cementing his legacy with the franchise. The former CSK captain surpassed 

Suresh Raina’s long-standing record, achieving this milestone with a crucial knock in the 

ongoing tournament. Dhoni’s consistent performances and match-winning abilities have been 

instrumental in CSK’s success over the years. His achievement highlights his enduring impact 

on the team and his remarkable longevity in the league. Fans celebrated this historic moment, 

hailing him as the heart and soul of Chennai Super Kings. 

Foot notes: 

 Surpassing Suresh Raina: Dhoni has surpassed Suresh Raina's record of 4687 runs, 

taking his tally to 4699 runs in 236 matches for Chennai Super Kings. 

 Innings and Average: Dhoni has played 214 innings for CSK, scoring at an average of 

38.72 and a strike rate of 137.80. 

 Half-centuries and Highest Score: He has scored 23 half-centuries and his highest score 

is 84. 

 Recent Performance: Dhoni's recent performance includes an unbeaten 30 off 16 

deliveries, which helped him surpass Raina's record. 

 Legacy and Impact: As one of the most iconic players in IPL history, Dhoni's 

achievement reinforces his legacy as a batting legend and his immense impact on 

Chennai Super Kings' success. 

 

SRMB Steel onbaords Rohit Sharma as brand ambassador 

SRMB Steel has onboarded Rohit Sharma as its new brand ambassador, strengthening its 

association with excellence and resilience. The Indian cricket captain’s leadership, consistency, 

and strong performance align well with SRMB Steel’s brand values. As the face of the 

company, Rohit will feature in various marketing campaigns, promoting the brand’s 

commitment to strength and durability. His immense popularity and credibility in the sporting 

world are expected to enhance SRMB Steel’s visibility across India. This partnership reflects 

the brand’s vision of associating with achievers who inspire trust and reliability. 

Foot notes: 

 Joining the League of Legends: Rohit Sharma joins former Indian captains MS Dhoni 

and Kapil Dev as brand ambassadors for SRMB Steel. 

 New TVC Campaign: A new TVC featuring Rohit Sharma, MS Dhoni, and Kapil Dev 

has been released, highlighting the importance of teamwork and strong foundations. 

 Enhancing Brand Equity: Rohit Sharma's appointment is expected to enhance SRMB 

Steel's brand equity and attract more customers. 

 SRMB Steel's Commitment to Quality: SRMB Steel is committed to delivering high-

quality steel products, and Rohit Sharma's association is expected to reinforce this 

commitment. 
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 Expanding Reach: With Rohit Sharma on board, SRMB Steel aims to expand its reach 

and strengthen its position in the market. 

 

TVS SCS appoints R Vaidhyanathan as new Global CFO 

TVS Supply Chain Solutions (TVS SCS) has appointed R Vaidhyanathan as its new Global 

Chief Financial Officer (CFO). With extensive experience in financial strategy and corporate 

governance, Vaidhyanathan will play a key role in driving the company’s global financial 

operations. His leadership is expected to strengthen TVS SCS’s financial planning, risk 

management, and growth initiatives. The appointment comes as the company focuses on 

expanding its global footprint and enhancing operational efficiency. Vaidhyanathan’s expertise 

will be crucial in steering TVS SCS toward sustained financial success and long-term value 

creation. 

Foot notes: 

 Background and Experience: Vaidhyanathan is a Chartered Accountant and holds a 

Postgraduate Program in Management from the Indian School of Business, Hyderabad. 

He joined TVS SCS in January 2019 as Group Financial Controller and later became 

CFO for the India business. 

 Previous Role: Vaidhyanathan currently serves as Deputy Global CFO and has held 

various positions in finance within the organization. 

 New Responsibilities: As Global CFO, Vaidhyanathan will be based in Chennai and 

report directly to Ravi Viswanathan, Managing Director of TVS SCS. 

 Outgoing CFO: Raviprakash Bhagavathula, the current Global CFO, will transition to a 

new role as Head of Strategic Initiatives in Singapore. 

 Company's Expectations: Ravi Viswanathan, Managing Director of TVS SCS, 

expressed confidence that Vaidhyanathan's deep understanding of the business and 

strategic vision will help drive innovation and growth for the company. 

 

Deepspatial AI elevates Saurabh Tyagi as Chief Marketing Officer 

Deepspatial AI has elevated Saurabh Tyagi to the position of Chief Marketing Officer (CMO). 

With his expertise in marketing strategy and brand positioning, Tyagi will lead the company’s 

global marketing initiatives and business expansion efforts. His role will focus on strengthening 

Deepspatial AI’s presence in the artificial intelligence and geospatial analytics sectors. The 

appointment aligns with the company’s vision to drive innovation and enhance market outreach. 

Under his leadership, Deepspatial AI aims to accelerate growth and establish itself as a leader in 

AI-driven decision-making solutions. 

Foot notes: 

 Background and Experience: Tyagi brings over 25 years of experience, having worked 

with prominent organizations such as Bennett Coleman & Co (The Times of India) and 

Amar Ujala Publications. 
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 Role and Responsibilities: As CMO, Tyagi will lead global marketing initiatives, 

driving strategic growth and enhancing the brand's global impact. 

 Leadership Expectations: Rahul Kushwah, Founder and CEO of Deepspatial, expects 

Tyagi to continue demonstrating his dedication, strategic brilliance, and visionary 

approach to marketing. 

 Previous Contributions: Tyagi has been instrumental in amplifying Deepspatial's 

impact, driving innovation, and shaping the brand's global presence. 

 Tyagi's Statement: Tyagi expressed his excitement about the new role, stating that he 

looks forward to continuing the company's growth journey and driving innovative 

marketing strategies. 

 

Nidhi Tiwari Appointed as Private Secretary to Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

Nidhi Tiwari has been appointed as the Private Secretary to Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 

2025. A seasoned bureaucrat, she has extensive experience in administration and policymaking. 

Her appointment highlights the government's focus on efficient governance and strategic 

decision-making. As Private Secretary, she will play a crucial role in assisting the Prime 

Minister with key administrative and policy-related matters. Tiwari's expertise is expected to 

enhance the effectiveness of the Prime Minister's Office (PMO) in handling national and 

international affairs. 

Foot notes: 

 Previous Roles: Tiwari has been serving as Deputy Secretary in the Prime Minister's 

Office (PMO) since November 2022 and earlier worked as Under Secretary at the 

Ministry of External Affairs' Disarmament and International Security Affairs Division. 

 Background: She hails from Mehmurganj in Varanasi, which is also the Prime Minister's 

Lok Sabha constituency since 2014. 

 Appointment Details: The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet approved her 

appointment with immediate effect, as per a memorandum issued by the Department of 

Personnel and Training (DoPT) on March 29. 

 Civil Services Examination: Tiwari secured the 96th rank in the Civil Services 

Examination, 2013, and was working as Assistant Commissioner (Commercial Tax) in 

Varanasi before joining the IFS. 

 Predecessors: Tiwari is the third Private Secretary to Prime Minister Modi, following 

Vivek Kumar and Hardik Satishchandra Shah. 

 

 

Rajat Patidar Named RCB Captain for IPL 2025 

Rajat Patidar has been appointed as the captain of Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) for the 

IPL 2025 season. The 31-year-old middle-order batsman takes over from Faf du Plessis, 

marking a new leadership era for the franchise. Patidar’s journey with RCB has been 

remarkable, initially joining as a replacement player in 2022 and later becoming a key 
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performer for the team. His standout performances, including a century in IPL 2022, earned him 

a place among the three retained players for the season, alongside Virat Kohli and Yash Dayal. 

Head coach Andy Flower praised Patidar’s calmness, resilience, and leadership qualities, 

expressing confidence in his ability to guide RCB. With his appointment, the team aims to 

secure its first IPL title under his leadership. 

Foot notes: 

 Leadership Experience: Patidar has prior leadership experience, having captained 

Madhya Pradesh in domestic competitions like the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy (T20) and 

Vijay Hazare Trophy (ODI). 

 Performance Record: He was the second-highest run-getter in the Syed Mushtaq Ali 

Trophy, scoring 428 runs from 10 matches at an average of 61 and a strike rate of 186.08. 

 RCB's New Era: Patidar's appointment marks a new era for RCB, with the franchise 

looking to build a strong future under his leadership. 

 Virat Kohli's Support: Former RCB captain Virat Kohli has extended his full support to 

Patidar, congratulating him on his appointment and expressing confidence in his 

leadership abilities. 

 Team's Expectations: With Patidar at the helm, RCB will be looking to improve on their 

previous seasons and make a strong push for their first IPL title. 

 

Shri Subhankar Sen appointed as Director (Marketing), BPCL 

Shri Subhankar Sen has been appointed as the Director (Marketing) of Bharat Petroleum 

Corporation Limited (BPCL). With over three decades of experience in the oil and gas industry, 

Sen brings extensive knowledge in the fields of marketing, branding, and corporate strategy. 

Prior to this role, he held various key positions within BPCL, contributing significantly to the 

company’s marketing and customer engagement strategies. As Director (Marketing), Sen will 

oversee the development and implementation of BPCL's marketing plans, aiming to enhance its 

brand presence and customer satisfaction. 

Foot notes: 

 Selection Process: Sen was selected for the position at a Public Enterprises Selection 

Board (PESB) meeting held on March 29, 2025. 

 Current Role: Prior to his appointment, Sen was serving as Executive Director and 

Business Head (Lubes) at BPCL. 

 Experience: Sen has extensive experience in the oil and gas industry, with a strong 

background in marketing and lubricants. 

 Appointment Confirmation: His appointment is subject to receiving vigilance 

clearances and approval from the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet. 

 Responsibilities: As Director (Marketing), Sen will oversee BPCL's marketing 

operations and strategy, driving growth and expansion for the company. 

 

Croma appoints Shibashish Roy as CEO & MD 
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Croma has appointed Shibashish Roy as its new CEO & Managing Director, effective April 1, 

2025. Roy was initially named CEO in November 2024 and worked alongside outgoing MD 

Avijit Mitra during a transition period that ended in March 2025. 

Roy has over 20 years of experience within Tata Group companies and has played a key role in 

expanding Croma’s market presence and improving its customer service strategy across 

different sales channels. Under his leadership, Croma aims to increase market share in key 

regions and enhance profitability in the FY26 period. 

Foot notes: 

 Transition Period: Roy was named CEO in November 2024 and worked closely with 

outgoing MD Avijit Mitra during a structured transition period that concluded in March 

2025. 

 Experience and Expertise: With over 20 years of experience in Tata Group companies, 

Roy has been instrumental in expanding Croma's market presence and improving its 

customer service approach. 

 Digital-First Approach: Roy is expected to drive Croma's growth through a digital-first 

approach and a passion for customer engagement. 

 FY26 Strategy: Under Roy's leadership, Croma aims to increase market share in key 

markets and enhance profitability in FY26. 

 Outgoing MD's Legacy: Avijit Mitra, the outgoing MD, will remain on the Board until 

his retirement, leaving behind a legacy of expanding Croma's revenue, team, and network 

of over 550 stores across India. 

 

Rana Daggubati becomes Brand Ambassador for Godrej Jersey Badam Milk 

Rana Daggubati has been appointed as the brand ambassador for Godrej Jersey Badam Milk. As 

part of the brand's latest campaign, a television commercial has been released showcasing him 

in various roles—starting his day with a morning run, attending meetings as an entrepreneur, 

shooting for films, hosting shows, and spending quality time with family. The campaign 

highlights how Godrej Jersey Badam Milk serves as a refreshing and energizing drink, keeping 

up with his fast-paced lifestyle. 

Foot notes: 

 Product Highlights: Rana emphasized that Godrej Jersey Badam Milk is made from real 

milk, rich in protein, calcium, and essential vitamins A and D, making it a perfect blend 

of taste and energy. 

 Brand Values: Rana resonates with Godrej's commitment to trust, quality, and 

authenticity, values that align with his own principles. 

 Marketing Strategy: The new television commercial featuring Rana showcases him in 

various avatars, reflecting his dynamic lifestyle, and positions the brand as a refreshment 

that fits into his routine. 

 Regional Significance: Rana's strong connection to the Telugu region, immense 

influence, and trustworthiness make him an ideal choice for Godrej Jersey Badam Milk, 



April, 2025 Monthly Current Affairs (English) 

 

which has been a leader in the flavored milk category in Hyderabad and Telugu 

geographies . 

 

Pankaj Srivastava appointed as Director in the Ministry of Cooperation 

Pankaj Srivastava has been appointed as a Director in the Ministry of Cooperation. His 

appointment is expected to strengthen policy implementation and coordination within the 

ministry. Srivastava brings extensive administrative experience, having served in various key 

government roles. His focus will be on enhancing cooperative sector reforms and promoting 

sustainable growth initiatives. The Ministry aims to leverage his expertise to boost rural 

development and cooperative enterprises across India. 

Foot notes: 

 Ministry Overview: The Ministry of Cooperation is responsible for promoting and 

developing cooperative societies in India, with a focus on strengthening the cooperative 

movement and improving the lives of farmers and rural communities. 

 Key Responsibilities: As Director, Pankaj Srivastava will be responsible for overseeing 

various aspects of cooperative development, including policy formulation, project 

implementation, and stakeholder engagement. 

 Leadership Team: The Ministry of Cooperation is headed by Union Minister Amit 

Shah, with several other key officials, including Secretary Dr. Ashish Kumar Bhutani and 

Joint Secretary Siddharth Jain. 

 Impact: Pankaj Srivastava's appointment is expected to bring in fresh perspectives and 

expertise to the Ministry of Cooperation, which will help in driving cooperative 

development and promoting rural prosperity in India. 

 

Yahoo appoints Josh Line as Chief Marketing Officer 

Yahoo has appointed Josh Line as its new Chief Marketing Officer (CMO). He brings extensive 

experience in brand strategy and digital marketing. Line will be responsible for enhancing 

Yahoo’s global brand presence and driving user engagement. His appointment aligns with the 

company’s vision to expand its digital ecosystem and strengthen market positioning. Yahoo 

aims to leverage his expertise to accelerate growth and innovation across its platforms. 

 Foot notes: 

 Background and Experience: Line was previously the Chief Brand Officer at 

Paramount Global, where he led enterprise-wide marketing efforts and played a key role 

in launching Paramount+ and growing the direct-to-consumer streaming business. 

 Marketing Expertise: Line has over two decades of experience in marketing, having 

worked with top brands like CBS, MTV, Paramount Pictures, and Pluto TV, and led 

marketing, creative, and digital studios at Comedy Central, Paramount Network, and TV 

Land. 
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 Goals and Objectives: Line aims to reignite love and cultural impact for the Yahoo 

brand, drive growth for its portfolio of leading products, and make Yahoo a trusted guide 

through the digital wilderness. 

 Leadership Style: Line is known for building and leading high-performance teams, 

driving brand strategy, and fostering collaboration across various facets of marketing 

leadership. 

 

Vijay Sales onboards Vijay Deverakonda as brand ambassador 

Vijay Sales has onboarded popular actor Vijay Deverakonda as its brand ambassador. The 

collaboration aims to strengthen the brand’s connection with young and tech-savvy consumers. 

Deverakonda's dynamic personality aligns with Vijay Sales' vision of offering top-quality 

electronics and home appliances. His endorsement is expected to enhance the brand's visibility 

and engagement across India. This partnership marks a strategic move to expand Vijay Sales’ 

market presence and customer reach. 

Foot notes: 

 Expanding Footprint: The partnership helps Vijay Sales expand its footprint in South 

Indian markets, leveraging Vijay Deverakonda's immense popularity and strong connect 

with young consumers across Telugu-speaking states and beyond. 

 Target Market: Vijay Deverakonda's massive fan following and reputation for 

trendsetting resonate with the tech-savvy younger demographic that forms the core of 

Vijay Sales' target market. 

 Marketing Approach: The collaboration will encompass a 360-degree marketing 

approach, including digital campaigns, in-store experiences, exclusive product lines, and 

targeted marketing initiatives that highlight Vijay Sales' extensive range of electronic 

products. 

 Social Media Leverage: Vijay Sales plans to leverage Vijay Deverakonda's massive 

social media following to create innovative digital narratives that showcase the brand's 

product range and technological innovations. 

 Brand Vision: The partnership aims to create a unique ecosystem where technology 

meets lifestyle, empowering consumers to choose the best electronic products that 

complement their dynamic lives. 

 

Pudhari Group appoints Sanjeev Kulkarni as Vice President 

Pudhari Group has appointed Sanjeev Kulkarni as its new Vice President. Kulkarni brings 

extensive experience in media and business management, which will help drive the group's 

growth strategy. His role will focus on strengthening Pudhari’s presence in the regional news 

sector and expanding its digital footprint. The appointment aligns with the group’s vision to 

enhance content quality and audience engagement. Kulkarni’s leadership is expected to play a 

key role in shaping the future of Pudhari Group’s media operations. 

Foot notes: 
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 New Role: Sanjeev Kulkarni has joined Pudhari Group as Vice President, National Head 

(Sales & Marketing). 

 Previous Experience: Kulkarni brings over 12 years of experience from his previous role 

as Vice President of Sales, Marketing, and Business Development at VRL Media. 

 Career Background: Before joining VRL Media, Kulkarni worked with the Times of 

India Group for 8 years. 

 Responsibilities: As Vice President, Kulkarni will oversee national sales and marketing 

strategies, driving growth and expansion for Pudhari Group. 

 Industry Expertise: With his extensive experience in the media industry, Kulkarni is 

well-equipped to lead Pudhari Group's sales and marketing efforts. 

 Leadership Team: Kulkarni joins Pudhari Group's leadership team, which includes 

notable figures like Pratapsinh Ganpatrao Jadhav, Managing Director, and Yogesh 

Pratapsinh Jadhav, Managing Director. 

 

Thomas Cook appoints Kartik Aaryan as brand ambassador 

Thomas Cook (India) has appointed popular Bollywood actor Kartik Aaryan as its new brand 

ambassador. The collaboration aims to connect with young and aspirational Indian travellers, 

aligning with the brand’s refreshed and youthful image. Known for his vibrant personality and 

wide fan base, Aaryan perfectly represents the spirit of exploration and adventure that Thomas 

Cook promotes. The partnership will span multiple campaigns across digital and traditional 

platforms, highlighting domestic and international travel offerings. With rising demand for 

curated travel experiences, the brand sees Aaryan as a relatable face to inspire travel among 

India’s newer generation. 

Foot notes: 

 Targeting Young India: Kartik Aaryan's appointment aims to leverage the growing 

outbound travel trend among Indian millennials and GenZ, who prioritize travel in their 

spending habits. 

 Borderless Travel Card: The partnership commences with a campaign promoting 

Thomas Cook's multicurrency Borderless Travel Card, designed to provide a seamless, 

secure, and smooth travel experience worldwide. 

 Kartik Aaryan's Appeal: Aaryan's charismatic persona, strong connection with India's 

youth, and significant fan base make him an ideal choice to represent Thomas Cook's 

innovative and agile foreign exchange services. 

 Campaign Strategy: The promotional campaign featuring Kartik Aaryan will be 

amplified across digital platforms, connected TV, and social media to maximize reach 

and engagement. 

 Growth Prospects: Thomas Cook India is bullish on its prepaid card business, and this 

partnership aims to drive growth in the young traveler segment, building on the success 

of its existing portfolio. 
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H. Shankar Assumes Charge as Managing Director of CPCL 

H. Shankar has officially assumed charge as the Managing Director of Chennai Petroleum 

Corporation Limited (CPCL). With a rich experience spanning over three decades in the oil and 

gas sector, he brings strong leadership and technical expertise to the role. Prior to this 

appointment, Shankar held several key positions within Indian Oil Corporation, contributing 

significantly to refining operations and project management. His vision includes enhancing 

operational efficiency, boosting sustainability initiatives, and driving digital transformation 

within CPCL. The company expressed confidence in his ability to steer CPCL towards greater 

growth and innovation. Shankar’s leadership comes at a crucial time as CPCL undertakes major 

expansion and modernization projects. 

Foot notes: 

 Background and Experience: Shankar brings over three decades of experience in the oil 

and gas industry, with expertise in refinery operations, project management, and strategic 

leadership. 

 Previous Roles: He has been serving as Director (Technical) at CPCL since October 

2020 and was holding additional charge as Managing Director since July 16, 2024. 

 Appointment and Tenure: Shankar's appointment was approved by the Appointments 

Committee of the Cabinet, and he will hold the position until March 31, 2029, or until 

further orders. 

 Key Contributions: As Director (Technical), Shankar played a crucial role in driving 

innovation and operational excellence, introducing value-added and sustainable products, 

and overseeing the production of fuels for India's space and defense sectors. 

 Future Outlook: Under Shankar's leadership, CPCL is expected to focus on expanding 

its refining capacity, enhancing energy security, and contributing to India's journey 

towards energy self-sufficiency. 

 

Kamal Haasan Appointed Chairperson of FICCI Media and Entertainment Committee 

South 

Veteran actor and filmmaker Kamal Haasan has been appointed as the Chairperson of the 

FICCI Media and Entertainment Committee South. His vast experience in cinema and deep 

understanding of the creative industry make him an ideal choice for the role. As chairperson, 

Haasan will focus on driving growth, innovation, and policy dialogue within the southern media 

and entertainment sector. FICCI acknowledged his contribution to Indian cinema and expressed 

confidence in his ability to elevate the industry’s regional and national presence. Haasan 

emphasized the importance of nurturing talent and leveraging technology for content creation 

and distribution. His leadership is expected to strengthen the committee’s initiatives and foster 

collaboration across the entertainment ecosystem. 

Foot notes: 
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 Leadership Role: As Chairperson, Kamal Haasan will lead the FICCI Media and 

Entertainment Committee South, driving growth and development in the region's media 

and entertainment sector. 

 Vision for Indian Cinema: Haasan emphasized the need for a long-term vision for 

Indian cinema, urging the government to create regulations that foster emerging 

technologies and promote the industry's growth. 

 Focus on Regional Industries: The appointment highlights the importance of regional 

industries in driving global recognition, with Haasan stressing the need to promote 

multilingual and cross-regional collaborations. 

 Key Initiatives: Haasan's vision includes encouraging bold and creative storytelling, 

promoting India's strength in animation and VFX, and seeking government support for 

regulatory reforms and access to credit. 

 

Sivasubramanian Ramann Appointed as New Chairperson of PFRDA 

Sivasubramanian Ramann has been appointed as the new Chairperson of the Pension Fund 

Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) for a five-year term. He succeeds Deepak 

Mohanty, who retired in March 2025. Prior to this role, Ramann served as the Chairman and 

Managing Director of the Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI), where he 

played a crucial role in supporting MSMEs. A 1991-batch Indian Audit and Accounts Service 

(IA&AS) officer, he has held key positions in financial regulation and development. 

Foot notes: 

 Background: Ramann is a 1991-batch Indian Audit & Accounts Service officer and is 

currently serving as the Deputy Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) and Chief 

Technology Officer at the CAG. 

 Previous Roles: Before joining CAG's office, he was the Chairman and Managing 

Director (MD) of Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) and has also held 

multiple positions with the Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI). 

 Education: Ramann holds a master's degree in financial regulation from the London 

School of Economics and Political Science (LSE) and an MBA from the Delhi 

University. 

 Replacement: He will replace Deepak Mohanty, whose term ends in May. 

 PFRDA's Role: As the Chairperson of PFRDA, Ramann will oversee the regulatory 

body responsible for India's pension sector, including the National Pension System 

(NPS). 

 Term: Ramann's five-year term will begin from his date of joining, or until he attains the 

age of 65. 

 

Carrier Midea India onboards Rashmika Mandanna as brand ambassador 

Carrier Midea India has appointed popular actress Rashmika Mandanna as its brand ambassador 

to enhance its market presence and connect with a wider audience. Known for her vibrant 
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personality and widespread appeal, Rashmika will represent the brand across various marketing 

and advertising campaigns. Carrier Midea, a leading provider of air conditioning solutions, aims 

to leverage her influence to strengthen its positioning in the Indian market. The collaboration 

aligns with the company’s commitment to innovation, energy efficiency, and customer 

satisfaction. Rashmika expressed her excitement about the partnership, emphasizing the 

importance of high-quality and reliable cooling solutions. 

Foot notes: 

 Eva Brand Ambassador: She is also the face of TTK Healthcare's Eva brand, promoting 

their fragrance range and featuring in a brand film that showcases the importance of 

confidence and self-assurance. 

 Janasya Brand Ambassador: Janasya, a fashion brand, has roped in Rashmika 

Mandanna as their brand ambassador, targeting the youth of India with their fashionable 

and affordable products. 

 BoAt Brand Ambassador: Rashmika Mandanna has been appointed as the first female 

brand ambassador for boAt's wearables category, promoting their products and 

celebrating women's empowerment. 

 Pilgrim Brand Ambassador: Beauty brand Pilgrim has onboarded Rashmika Mandanna 

as their brand ambassador for their hair care range, featuring her in their new campaign 

titled 'The Secret is in the Mix'. 

 Other Associations: Rashmika Mandanna has also been associated with other brands 

like 7Up, Gillette Venus, Agoda, Amul Macho Sporto, and Bisk Farm, among others. 

 

Volvo Cars appoints Hakan Samuelsson as CEO and President 

Volvo Cars has reappointed Hakan Samuelsson as Chief Executive Officer and President, 

effective April 1, 2025, for a two-year term. This decision follows the departure of Jim Rowan, 

who stepped down on March 31 after serving since January 2022. Samuelsson previously led 

Volvo Cars from 2012 to 2022, during which he successfully repositioned the brand and 

oversaw its public listing. His return comes at a pivotal time as the automotive industry faces 

rapid technological advancements, geopolitical challenges, and intensified competition. The 

board believes Samuelsson's extensive experience and strategic clarity will provide the stability 

needed during this transitional period. A search for a long-term successor is underway. 

Foot notes: 

 Previous Experience: He previously served as Volvo Cars' CEO from 2012 to 2022 and 

as a board member from 2010. 

 Achievements: During his previous tenure, Samuelsson successfully repositioned Volvo 

Cars as a global premium automotive brand and oversaw its public listing. 

 Reason for Reappointment: The company's board believes Samuelsson's experience and 

steady hand are necessary to navigate the increasingly complex automotive landscape. 

 Replacement of Jim Rowan: Samuelsson replaces Jim Rowan, who resigned as CEO 

and left the Volvo Cars Board on March 31, 2025. 
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 Industry Challenges: Samuelsson will face challenges such as fast-moving 

technological shifts, growing geopolitical complexity, and intensifying competition 

across regions. 

 

Mohsin Naqvi Appointed as President of the Asian Cricket Council (ACC) 

Mohsin Naqvi, Chairman of the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB), has been appointed as the new 

President of the Asian Cricket Council (ACC), succeeding Shammi Silva of Sri Lanka Cricket. 

Naqvi has been serving as PCB Chairman since February 2024. In his new role, he aims to 

accelerate the growth and global influence of cricket in Asia by fostering collaboration among 

member boards. The ACC, established in 1983, comprises 30 member associations dedicated to 

promoting and developing cricket across the continent. Naqvi's appointment is expected to 

usher in a new era of leadership focused on unity, innovation, and strategic growth within Asian 

cricket. 

Foot notes: 

 New Leadership: Naqvi, who is also the Chairman of the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) 

and Pakistan's Interior Minister, has taken over as ACC President, marking a significant 

leadership transition in Asian cricket. 

 Background: Naqvi was elected PCB Chairman in February 2024 and brings his 

experience and vision to the ACC, aiming to enhance Asian cricket's global impact. 

 Predecessor's Tenure: Shammi Silva had a brief three-month tenure as ACC President, 

starting in December 2024, before Naqvi's succession. 

 Key Challenges: Naqvi will face challenges such as deciding the venue for the T20 Asia 

Cup 2025, with India set to host, and navigating diplomatic complexities, particularly 

regarding Pakistan's matches. 

 Vision and Goals: Naqvi has pledged to foster growth, collaboration, and innovation in 

Asian cricket, while praising his predecessor's contributions and thanking Jay Shah for 

his leadership as former ACC President and current ICC Chair. 

 

Casagrand onboards Venkatesh Daggubati as brand ambassador for Hyderabad region 

Casagrand, a prominent real estate developer in South India, has appointed Tollywood actor 

Venkatesh Daggubati as its brand ambassador for the Hyderabad region. This strategic 

partnership aligns with Casagrand's plans to develop 2.74 million square feet of premium 

residential space in Hyderabad, including projects like Casagrand Evon in Kompally and 

Casagrand Windsor Court in Mankhal. The collaboration aims to enhance Casagrand's brand 

visibility and connect with homebuyers in Hyderabad's competitive real estate market. 

Venkatesh Daggubati's association is expected to embody the company's values of trust and 

excellence. The partnership will be supported by a comprehensive marketing campaign across 

digital media, print, radio, and outdoor advertising. This initiative underscores Casagrand's 

commitment to delivering innovative and customer-centric residential projects in Hyderabad. 

Foot notes: 
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 Strategic Partnership: Casagrand, a leading real estate developer in South India, has 

partnered with Tollywood superstar Venkatesh Daggubati to strengthen its presence in 

Hyderabad's competitive real estate market. 

 Brand Ambassadorship: Venkatesh Daggubati's appointment as brand ambassador aligns 

with Casagrand's values of trust, excellence, and customer-centricity, leveraging his 

popularity and credibility to promote the brand. 

 Marketing Campaign: The partnership will be supported by a comprehensive marketing 

campaign across digital media, print, radio, and outdoor advertising, aiming to create an 

immersive brand experience and enhance visibility. 

 Expansion Plans: Casagrand has ambitious plans to develop 2.74 million sq. ft. of 

premium residential space in Hyderabad, with projects like Casagrand Evon, Casagrand 

Windsor Court, and villa communities in Gowdavalli. 

 Commitment to Quality: Venkatesh Daggubati praised Casagrand for its commitment to 

quality, innovation, and affordability, stating that the brand's focus on creating 

thoughtfully designed homes aligns with his values. 

 

Seema Agrawal Named DGP of Fire and Rescue Services 

Seema Agrawal, a 1990-batch Indian Police Service (IPS) officer, has been appointed as the 

Director General of Police (DGP)/Director of Fire and Rescue Services in Tamil Nadu, 

succeeding Abhash Kumar, who retired on March 31. Prior to this role, she served as the DGP 

of Civil Supplies-CID in Chennai. This appointment is part of a broader reshuffle involving 

eight IPS officers in the state. Notably, Seema Agrawal had previously held the position of 

Director of the State Fire & Rescue Services. Her extensive experience in various capacities 

within the Tamil Nadu police force is expected to bring valuable leadership to the Fire and 

Rescue Services department. 

Foot notes: 

 New Role: Seema Agrawal, a senior Indian Police Service (IPS) officer, has taken over as 

DGP of Fire and Rescue Services, replacing Abhash Kumar who retired on March 31, 

2025. 

 Previous Position: Before this role, Agrawal served as DGP of Civil Supplies, bringing 

vast experience and leadership skills to her new position. 

 Transfer and Postings: Her appointment is part of a major reshuffle involving seven IPS 

officers in Tamil Nadu, aimed at enhancing administrative efficiency in key areas like 

traffic, economic offenses, and enforcement. 

 Responsibilities: As DGP of Fire and Rescue Services, Agrawal will oversee fire safety 

and emergency response services across the state, working to strengthen these services 

and improve public safety. 

 Background: This reshuffle reflects the state government's efforts to optimize police 

administration and improve service delivery, with Agrawal's leadership expected to play 

a key role in this endeavor. 
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Puma appoints Arthur Hoeld as CEO 

Puma has announced the appointment of Arthur Hoeld as its new Chief Executive Officer 

(CEO), effective July 1, 2025. Hoeld, a former Adidas executive, succeeds Arne Freundt, who 

will step down on April 11, 2025, due to differing views on strategy execution. During the 

interim period, Puma's management board will oversee operations until Hoeld assumes his role. 

Arthur Hoeld brings over two decades of experience from Adidas, where he held various 

leadership positions, including overseeing the successful transformation of the "Originals" 

division to generate more than 7 billion Euros in sales. His appointment is viewed positively by 

analysts, who believe his strategic vision and focus on product and brand will lead Puma into a 

new chapter of strength and growth. 

Foot notes: 

 Background: Hoeld, a seasoned sports industry leader, brings over 26 years of experience 

to Puma, previously serving as an Executive Board member at Adidas, where he 

transformed the "Originals" division, generating over 7 billion Euros in sales. 

 New Role: As CEO, Hoeld will lead Puma's growth, focusing on product and brand 

strategy, with Matthias Bäumer appointed as Chief Commercial Officer to oversee sales 

subsidiaries and global market organizations. 

 Interim Period: From April 12 to July 1, 2025, Bäumer, Maria Valdes (Chief Product 

Officer), and Markus Neubrand (Chief Financial Officer) will lead Puma through the 

transition period. 

 Hoeld's Vision: He aims to leverage Puma's authentic brand legacy, emphasizing sports 

authenticity and exciting brand propositions to drive growth. 

 Puma's Performance: Despite a caution for 2025, Puma achieved sales growth on a 

currency-adjusted basis and improved its gross profit margin for fiscal year 2024. 

 Leadership Team: The new management board, set to take over on July 1, 2025, includes 

Hoeld, Neubrand, Valdes, and Bäumer, marking a new era for the global sportswear 

brand. 

 

NPCI appoints Sohini Rajola as Executive Director 

The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has appointed Sohini Rajola as Executive 

Director – Growth. In this role, she will drive the adoption of NPCI's payment solutions, lead 

product enhancement initiatives, and manage strategic alliances with banks, fintech firms, 

government authorities, and regulatory institutions. Rajola brings over two decades of 

experience in the payments and banking sectors, having previously served as the Asia Pacific 

Regional Head at Western Union and as Head of Digital Banking and Cards at Axis Bank. Dilip 

Asbe, MD & CEO of NPCI, expressed confidence that her expertise will be invaluable in 

advancing the organization's mission to provide secure, seamless digital payment solutions. 

Foot notes: 
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 New Role: As Executive Director - Growth, she will focus on expanding NPCI's payment 

ecosystem, enhancing product offerings, and implementing market-driven innovations. 

 Key Responsibilities: Rajola will lead strategic business development, marketing 

initiatives, and go-to-market strategies, while forging key partnerships with banks, 

fintech firms, government bodies, and regulatory institutions. 

 Previous Experience: Before joining NPCI, she served as Asia Pacific Regional Head at 

Western Union and held leadership roles at Axis Bank, including Digital Banking Head 

and Cards Head. 

 NPCI's Goals: The appointment aligns with NPCI's mission to build a robust, inclusive, 

and forward-looking payments ecosystem for India, with a focus on digital payment 

adoption and financial inclusion. 

 Industry Context: The appointment comes as NPCI's flagship product, Unified Payments 

Interface (UPI), continues to achieve record-breaking milestones, processing 24.77 

trillion in value across 19.78 billion transactions in March 2025. 

 

Narendra Bharindwal elected as President of IBAI 

The Insurance Brokers Association of India (IBAI) has appointed Mr. Narendra Kumar 

Bharindwal as its new President during a recent board meeting. With over two decades of 

experience in insurance broking, risk advisory, regulatory compliance, and industry advocacy, 

Mr. Bharindwal is well-equipped to lead the association. In his new role, he aims to strengthen 

the position of insurance brokers in the Indian market and foster successful partnerships among 

brokers, insurers, and regulatory authorities to ensure a transparent and customer-centric 

insurance environment. The newly elected board also includes Mr. Mohan Sriraman and Mr. 

Surender Kumar Tonk as Vice Presidents, Mr. Nirmal Bazaz as Director & Honorary Secretary, 

and Mr. Ashok Kumar Jain as Director & Honorary Treasurer. Mr. Bharindwal expressed his 

gratitude for the opportunity, emphasizing the importance of addressing the industry's rapid 

transformation driven by technology, regulatory changes, and evolving customer needs. 

Foot notes: 

 Background: Bharindwal brings over 20 years of experience in insurance broking, risk 

advisory, regulatory compliance, and industry advocacy to his new role. 

 Election: He was elected as the President of IBAI, with Mohan Sriraman and Surender 

Kumar Tonk serving as Vice Presidents. 

 Industry Impact: Bharindwal's leadership will focus on strengthening the role of 

insurance brokers in the Indian market, which manages over Rs 50,000 crore of 

premiums annually. 

 Vision: Under his guidance, IBAI aims to foster successful partnerships and navigate the 

industry's rapid growth, driven by technological advancements, regulatory changes, and 

evolving customer needs. 

 Expertise: Bharindwal's expertise spans insurance broking, risk advisory, and regulatory 

compliance, making him well-suited to lead IBAI. 
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 Industry Context: The Indian insurance industry is undergoing significant 

transformations, with technology and changing customer requirements driving growth 

and innovation. 

 

Vaibhav Saxena inducted as Superintendent of Police in National Investigation Agency 

Vaibhav Saxena, a 2016 batch Indian Police Service (IPS) officer from the Kerala cadre, has 

been appointed as Superintendent of Police in the National Investigation Agency (NIA) on a 

deputation basis for five years. Prior to this appointment, he served as the District Police Chief 

in Ernakulam Rural, Kerala. Born on August 3, 1984, in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, Saxena began 

his IPS career on December 19, 2016, and was confirmed in service on December 19, 2018. His 

induction into the NIA reflects his significant experience in law enforcement and counter-

terrorism operations. The NIA is India's premier agency tasked with investigating and 

combating terrorism-related activities nationwide. Saxena's expertise is expected to contribute 

substantially to the agency's mission in safeguarding national security. 

Foot notes: 

 Appointment Details: Saxena's appointment was approved by the Ministry of Home 

Affairs (MHA) on April 7, 2025, and he will serve on a deputation basis. 

 NIA's Role: The NIA is India's federal counter-terrorism law enforcement agency, 

established in 2008 to investigate terror activities across the country. 

 Background: Saxena's induction strengthens the NIA's capabilities in combating terrorism 

and related crimes. 

 Agency's Powers: The NIA has extensive powers to investigate scheduled offenses, 

including terrorism, human trafficking, and cyber-terrorism. 

 Recent Reforms: The NIA has undergone reforms, including the establishment of new 

branch offices and divisions, to enhance its capacity to tackle emerging threats. 

 Jurisdiction: The NIA can investigate offenses committed outside India, subject to 

international treaties and domestic laws of other countries. 

 

Adarsh Khare appointed PED (R&T), RDSO 

Adarsh Khare, an officer of the Indian Railway Service of Mechanical Engineers (IRSME), has 

been appointed as the Principal Executive Director of Research & Testing (R&T) at the 

Research Designs and Standards Organisation (RDSO). Prior to this, he served as the Chief 

Administrative Officer at the Modern Coach Factory (MCF) in Raebareli, Uttar Pradesh. In 

addition to his new role, Khare will also assume the responsibilities of Principal Executive 

Director at the Centre for Advanced Maintenance Technology (CAMTECH) until further 

orders. His extensive experience in railway engineering and management is expected to 

contribute significantly to RDSO's mission of enhancing research and testing standards. 

Foot notes: 

 Background: Khare, an IRSME officer from the 1991 batch, previously served as Chief 

Administrative Officer at Modern Coach Factory in Raebareli, Uttar Pradesh. 
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 New Role: As Principal Executive Director (R&T), Khare will oversee research and 

testing at RDSO, driving innovation in railway systems and standards. 

 Additional Charge: He will also hold the position of Principal Executive Director at the 

Centre for Advanced Maintenance Technology (CAMTECH) until further orders. 

 Transfer Details: Khare's transfer was approved by the Ministry of Home Affairs, and he 

will serve on a deputation basis. 

 RDSO's Significance: As the research and development arm of Indian Railways, RDSO 

plays a crucial role in modernizing railway infrastructure and improving operational 

efficiency. 

 Khare's Expertise: With his extensive experience in the railway sector, Khare is well-

equipped to lead RDSO's research and development initiatives. 

 

ITC’s Aashirvaad Masalas announces Nani as brand ambassador for Andhra Pradesh 

and Telangana 

As of April 8, 2025, there is no publicly available information confirming that ITC's Aashirvaad 

Masalas has appointed actor Nani as their brand ambassador for Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana. Recent initiatives by Aashirvaad Masalas in these regions include the launch of 

'Masala Karam,' a spice blend inspired by Andhra's culinary heritage, aimed at enhancing the 

flavor of traditional dishes. Additionally, the brand has collaborated with the advertising agency 

PAD for digital marketing campaigns tailored to the cultural preferences of consumers in 

Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Karnataka. While actor Nani is a prominent figure in Telugu 

cinema, no official announcements have been made regarding his association with Aashirvaad 

Masalas as a brand ambassador. 

Foot notes: 

 Brand Values Alignment: Nani's magnetic screen presence and deep connection with 

Telugu audiences align with Aashirvaad Masalas' core values of powerful, flavor-packed, 

and authentic spice blends. 

 Regional Campaign: The partnership includes a new TV commercial campaign, "Dammu 

Meede, Star Meere," celebrating the culinary expertise of Telugu homemakers. 

 Market Presence: Aashirvaad Masalas aims to strengthen its connection with Telugu 

homemakers through this collaboration, expanding its market presence in Andhra 

Pradesh and Telangana. 

 Nani's Endorsement: Nani expressed his happiness about the partnership, looking forward 

to collaborating with Aashirvaad Masalas and promoting their products. 

 Brand Recognition: Aashirvaad Masalas is known for its bold flavors and authentic spice 

blends, making it a prominent player in the Indian spice market. 

 

Glenmark Pharmaceuticals appoints Anurag Mantri as President 
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As of April 8, 2025, there is no publicly available information confirming the appointment of 

Anurag Mantri as President of Glenmark Pharmaceuticals. The company's executive team 

includes individuals such as Glenn Saldanha serving as Chairman & Managing Director, and V. 

S. Mani as Executive Director and Global Chief Financial Officer. Other key executives include 

Alok Malik, President and Business Head – India Formulations; Christoph Stoller, President 

and Business Head – Europe and Emerging Markets; and Brijlal Motwani, President and Global 

Head – Formulation Operations. For the most accurate and up-to-date information regarding 

executive appointments, it is advisable to consult Glenmark Pharmaceuticals' official 

communications or reputable financial news outlets. 

Foot notes: 

 Background: Mantri joins Glenmark from Jindal Stainless Limited, where he served as 

Executive Director and Group Chief Finance Officer since 2016. 

 Experience: He has over 30 years of management experience, leading large-scale 

enterprise value creation, managing global compliance, mergers, and acquisitions, and 

corporate finance. 

 Previous Roles: Mantri held impactful positions at HCL Technologies, SRF Limited, 

Cairn Energy, ACME Group, and Schneider Electric Infrastructure Limited. 

 Qualifications: He is a qualified chartered accountant and holds a Bachelor's degree in 

Commerce from the University of Rajasthan. 

 Additional Appointment: Mantri's candidature for Executive Director and Global Chief 

Financial Officer will be put up for approval in upcoming committee meetings. 

 Transition: VS Mani, the current Executive Director and Global Chief Financial Officer, 

has opted for early retirement, effective May 26, 2025, and will remain with the company 

for a smooth transition. 

 

Viral Davda Appointed as Deputy CIO at Bombay Stock Exchange 

Viral Davda has been serving as the Chief Technology Officer (CTO) at the National 

Commodity & Derivatives Exchange (NCDEX) since 2021. Prior to this role, he held various 

positions within NCDEX, including Assistant Vice President - Technology and Executive Vice 

President and Head - Technology. His career also includes experience as a Senior Executive in 

Information Systems at Aditya Birla Minacs. Viral Davda earned a degree in Strategic 

Leadership from the Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay. 

Foot notes: 

 Experience: Davda brings over two decades of experience in the tech and financial 

sectors to his new role. 

 Responsibilities: As Deputy CIO, he will lead key technology strategies, drive large-scale 

transformation initiatives, and spearhead BSE's commitment to technology excellence 

and innovation in capital markets. 

 BSE's Vision: His appointment aligns with BSE's vision to modernize and scale its IT 

infrastructure in response to the rapidly evolving financial ecosystem. 
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 Career Milestone: This appointment is a major career milestone for Davda, highlighting 

his expertise and the value he can bring to a prestigious financial institution like BSE. 

 Market Needs: Davda's role will help BSE keep pace with changing market needs, 

ensuring the exchange remains competitive and efficient. 

 Institutional Significance: BSE is one of Asia's oldest and most prestigious financial 

institutions, making Davda's appointment a notable development in the financial sector. 

 

Vanesa onboards Kiara Advani as Brand Ambassador 

The Maharashtra State Road Development Corporation (MSRDC) was honored with the 

prestigious SKOCH 2025 Award in the Gold category for infrastructure. This recognition was 

awarded for the successful implementation of the Hindu Hrudaysamrat Balasaheb Thackeray 

Maharashtra Samruddhi Mahamarg project. Dr. Anil Kumar Gaikwad, Vice-Chairman and 

Managing Director of MSRDC, accepted the award during the 100th SKOCH Summit at the 

India Habitat Centre in New Delhi. The Samruddhi Mahamarg is a high-speed greenfield 

expressway connecting 392 villages across 26 talukas in 10 districts of Maharashtra. This 

project has significantly reduced travel time between Nagpur and Mumbai from 16-18 hours to 

approximately 7-8 hours.  

Foot notes: 

 Brand Alignment: Kiara Advani embodies the essence of Vanesa, celebrating 

individuality and modern femininity through her elegance, charm, and relatable appeal. 

 Confidence and Self-Expression: Advani's association with Vanesa aims to inspire 

confidence and self-expression among women, reflecting the brand's philosophy of 

empowerment. 

 New Product Line: Vanesa plans to leverage this partnership to launch a new line of 

products tailored to the modern Indian woman, focusing on versatility and elegance in 

fragrances. 

 Marketing Strategy: The brand will increase awareness through social media and 

influencer collaborations, targeting consumers seeking refined and sophisticated 

fragrances. 

 Kiara's Endorsement: Kiara Advani expressed her excitement, stating that Vanesa's 

celebration of individuality aligns with her own values of confidence and authenticity. 

 

Satish Chavva Appointed as CEO of OIJIF 

Satish Chavva has been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of the Oman India 

Joint Investment Fund (OIJIF), effective April 1, 2025. He brings over 20 years of experience in 

private equity investing and finance, having previously served as Director of Investments at 

OIJIF from 2016 to 2022. Prior to rejoining OIJIF, Chavva held various roles at British 

International Investment (BII), including heading Direct Private Equity for South Asia. His 

earlier career includes over nine years at Citi Group in India and the UK, particularly with Citi 

Venture Capital International (CVCI). Chavva holds a Bachelor of Technology from the Indian 
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Institute of Technology (IIT) Bombay, a Master of Science in Computational and Applied 

Mathematics from the University of Texas. 

Foot notes: 

 Leadership Role: Chavva brings over 20 years of experience in private equity and finance 

to his new role, focusing on strategic growth and long-term value creation. 

 Previous Experience: He previously held leadership positions at British International 

Investment (BII), including heading Direct Private Equity for South Asia. 

 Educational Background: Chavva holds a Bachelor of Technology from IIT Bombay, a 

Master of Science in Computational and Applied Mathematics from the University of 

Texas, and an MBA from INSEAD. 

 Investment Portfolio: OIJIF has invested in several successful companies, including 

Stanley Lifestyles, Divgi TorqTransfer Systems, Annapurna Finance, Senco Gold, Prince 

Pipes, Capital Small Finance Bank, and HomeLane. 

 Future Directions: Under Chavva's leadership, OIJIF aims to scale its investments across 

high-growth sectors, enhancing portfolio performance and delivering increased returns 

and stability for investors. 

 

Network18 appoints Mitul Sangani as CEO 

Network18 appointed Mitul Sangani as the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of News18 Digital. 

In this role, Sangani will oversee product development, technology, audience growth, and 

revenue for News18 and Local18. Prior to this, he served as the CEO for Indian languages 

businesses within the group, managing both television channels and digital properties in Hindi 

and regional languages. The sales teams for News18.com and Local18 will now report directly 

to him. Sangani will collaborate closely with Rahul Joshi, Managing Director at Network18 

Media, and will continue reporting to Avinash Kaul, CEO of Network18 (Broadcast), for digital 

revenues.  

Foot notes: 

 Leadership Roles: Sangani and Singhvi will work closely with Rahul Joshi, Managing 

Director at Network18 Media, to drive the company's digital and strategic initiatives. 

 Reporting Structure: Mitul Sangani will continue to report to Avinash Kaul for digital 

revenues, ensuring a smooth transition and alignment with the company's goals. 

 Digital Focus: As CEO of News18 Digital, Sangani will lead the company's digital 

efforts, building on the success of News18's online presence and expanding its reach. 

 Strategic Partnerships: Puneet Singhvi, as CSO, will focus on developing strategic 

partnerships and collaborations to drive growth and innovation for Network18. 

 Industry Experience: Both Sangani and Singhvi bring significant industry experience and 

expertise to their new roles, positioning Network18 for continued success in the media 

landscape. 

 

Neelam Dhungana Appointed Acting Governor of Nepal Rastra Bank 
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Dr. Neelam Dhungana Timsina has been appointed as the Acting Governor of Nepal Rastra 

Bank (NRB) following the completion of Maha Prasad Adhikari's five-year term on April 6, 

2025. Prior to this appointment, Dr. Timsina served as the Senior Deputy Governor of NRB, a 

position she has held since March 9, 2021. Her appointment comes as the government continues 

its search for a permanent governor, with a recommendation committee formed under Finance 

Minister Bishnu Prasad Poudel to propose candidates for the role. Dr. Timsina's extensive 

experience in the banking sector positions her well to lead NRB during this interim period. She 

is the first woman to hold the position of Acting Governor in Nepal's central bank. The 

government aims to finalize the appointment of a new governor promptly to ensure continued 

stability and effective leadership within the institution. 

Foot notes: 

 NRB Act: The appointment was made under Section 27 of the Nepal Rastra Bank Act, 

2058, which allows the government to designate an acting governor when the post 

becomes vacant or the sitting governor is unable to fulfill their duties. 

 Previous Governor's Term: Dhungana's appointment follows the completion of the five-

year term of previous Governor Maha Prasad Adhikari. 

 Key Responsibilities: As Acting Governor, Dhungana will oversee Nepal's monetary 

policy and ensure financial stability until a permanent appointment is made. 

 Experience: Dhungana is one of the most experienced officials at the central bank, 

making her a suitable candidate for the role. 

 Government Decision: The Ministry of Finance, led by Paudel, assigned Dhungana to 

take on this role amid the ongoing process of selecting a new governor for the NRB. 

 

Antara Cruises appoints Vineet Arora as Chief Operating Officer 

Antara Cruises has appointed Vineet Arora as its new Chief Operating Officer (COO). With 

over 22 years of experience in the hospitality industry, Arora previously served as Vice 

President at Antara Cruises, where he played a key role in developing the world's longest river 

cruise project and enhancing the brand's presence in the luxury river cruise market. Prior to 

rejoining Antara Cruises, he was instrumental in building a hospitality company that operates 

25 resorts, showcasing his leadership and strategic capabilities. Arora's expertise spans 

operations, sales, marketing, and business development across both established brands and 

startups. In his new role, he aims to enhance guest experiences, promote sustainability, and 

contribute positively to the local community. 

Foot notes: 

 Background: Arora has over 22 years of experience in the hospitality industry, with 

expertise spanning operations, sales, marketing, and business development across 

established brands and emerging startups. 

 Previous Role: Arora previously served as Vice President at Antara Cruises, where he led 

the development of the world's longest river cruise project and contributed to the brand's 

growth and positioning in the luxury river cruise segment. 
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 Leadership: Arora has demonstrated remarkable leadership and strategic foresight, 

successfully building a hospitality company that operates 25 resorts from the ground up. 

 Mission: As COO, Arora aims to enhance guest experiences, promote sustainability, and 

make a meaningful impact on the local community and the company. 

 Company Overview: Antara Cruises is committed to sustainable and community-

enhancing river cruise tourism, offering unique experiences along India's majestic rivers 

while preserving local cultures and environments. 

 

Dr. Mohan Rajan Elected Vice-President of All India Ophthalmological Society (AIOS) 

Dr. Mohan Rajan, Chairman and Medical Director of Rajan Eye Care Hospital, has been elected 

as the Vice-President of the All India Ophthalmological Society (AIOS), representing over 

29,000 ophthalmologists. He will assume the presidency of AIOS in 2027, becoming the fifth 

individual from Tamil Nadu to hold this position in the society's 84-year history. Dr. Rajan has 

previously served as Vice President of the Indian Intraocular Implant & Refractive Society 

(IIRS) and as Secretary of the Madras Medical College Alumni Association. His election was 

formally announced during the AIOS general body meeting held at the Asia Pacific Academy 

Congress in New Delhi on April 10, 2025. Dr. Rajan has expressed his commitment to fostering 

academic growth and collaborative progress within AIOS. His extensive experience and 

dedication to the field are expected to contribute significantly to the advancement of 

ophthalmology in India. 

Foot notes: 

 Current Position: He is currently the Chairman and Medical Director of Rajan Eye Care 

Hospital in Chennai, Tamil Nadu, showcasing his expertise and leadership in the field of 

ophthalmology. 

 AIOS Background: The All India Ophthalmological Society was established in 1930 and 

has grown to become one of the largest professional medical bodies in India, with over 

26,791 life members. 

 Election Announcement: Dr. Rajan's election was formally announced on April 5, 2025, 

during the AIOS general body meeting at the Asia Pacific Academy Congress in New 

Delhi. 

 Historical Significance: He is the fifth ophthalmologist from Tamil Nadu to hold this 

position in AIOS's 84-year history, highlighting his achievements and contributions to the 

field. 

 Future Leadership: Dr. Rajan is expected to take over as President of AIOS in 2027, 

marking a significant leadership milestone and underscoring his commitment to the 

organization and the field of ophthalmology. 

 

Swaraj Tractors continues partnership with MS Dhoni as brand ambassador 

Swaraj Tractors, a subsidiary of the Mahindra Group, has announced the continuation of its 

partnership with former Indian cricket captain Mahendra Singh Dhoni as its brand ambassador. 
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This renewed collaboration underscores Swaraj's commitment to delivering innovative and 

reliable mechanization solutions to Indian farmers. Since the partnership began in June 2023, 

Dhoni's association has strengthened the brand's connection with the farming community, 

leveraging his personal experience and passion for agriculture. Gaganjot Singh, CEO of Swaraj 

Division at Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd., expressed delight in continuing the partnership, 

emphasizing that Dhoni's values align with Swaraj's mission of driving agricultural innovation. 

Dhoni shared his enthusiasm, noting that farming is a way of life for him and that Swaraj has 

been a trusted partner in his agricultural journey. 

Foot notes: 

 Dhoni's Role: As a brand ambassador, Dhoni will continue to promote Swaraj Tractors' 

products, leveraging his influence to encourage farmers, especially the younger 

generation, to adopt modern farming practices and technologies. 

 Farming Background: Dhoni's personal experience as a farmer and his connection to 

agriculture make him a suitable fit for the brand, allowing for authentic storytelling and 

promotion of Swaraj's products. 

 Campaigns and Promotions: The partnership will feature Dhoni in upcoming campaigns 

showcasing Swaraj's latest tractors, smart features, and benefits for farmers, further 

strengthening the brand's connection with its audience. 

 Brand Values: Swaraj Tractors' CEO, Gaganjot Singh, emphasized that Dhoni's values 

align with the brand's mission to empower farmers and promote agricultural innovation, 

reinforcing their commitment to the farming community. 

 Dhoni's Endorsement: MS Dhoni expressed his pride in continuing to work with Swaraj 

Tractors, highlighting the brand's trusted position in his agricultural journey and its 

impact on Indian farming. 

 

Elastic appoints Sanjay Deshmukh as Vice President for Asia-Pacific and Japan 

Elastic has appointed Sanjay Deshmukh as Vice President for Asia-Pacific and Japan (APJ), 

aiming to bolster its growth in the AI-driven market. Deshmukh, formerly with Snowflake, 

brings extensive experience in enterprise software to his new role, where he will focus on 

enhancing customer connections and strengthening the partner ecosystem in the region. His 

appointment aligns with Elastic's strategy to capitalize on the escalating demand for AI-

powered solutions across APJ. Elastic's leadership believes that Deshmukh's expertise will be 

instrumental in supporting customers seeking to leverage their data for generative AI use cases 

and consolidate their search, security, and observability needs onto a single platform. 

Foot notes: 

 Leadership Role: Deshmukh will lead Elastic's regional business, focusing on scaling 

operations, expanding the partner ecosystem, and strengthening customer relationships in 

APJ. 

 Background: Deshmukh joins Elastic from Snowflake, bringing a successful track record 

of delivering significant growth for enterprise software organizations in APJ. 
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 Market Growth: The APJ region is a high-growth market driven by demand for 

meaningful AI innovation, with Asia Pacific poised to be the fastest-growing market for 

generative AI. 

 Key Objectives: Deshmukh aims to empower developers, IT teams, and organizations 

across APJ to transform data into answers, actions, and outcomes with Search AI. 

 Industry Experience: With his expertise in leading enterprise software organizations 

through periods of rapid growth, Deshmukh is well-positioned to drive Elastic's success 

in APJ. 

 Company Vision: Elastic's solutions for search, observability, and security are built on 

the Elastic Search AI Platform, used by thousands of companies, including over 50% of 

the Fortune 500. 

 

TCS appoints Aarthi Subramanian as President and COO 

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) has appointed Aarthi Subramanian as Executive Director, 

President, and Chief Operating Officer, effective May 1, 2025, for a five-year term, pending 

shareholder approval. Subramanian, currently the Group Chief Digital Officer at Tata Sons, 

brings over three decades of experience within the Tata Group, including leadership roles at 

TCS. Her appointment marks the reinstatement of the COO position at TCS, which was last 

held before 2009. In her new role, she will focus on enhancing operational efficiency and 

driving digital transformation across the organization. Subramanian's extensive experience is 

expected to play a pivotal role in TCS's strategic growth and innovation initiatives. 

Foot notes: 

 Background: She currently serves as Group Chief Digital Officer at Tata Sons, leveraging 

digital technologies to enhance operational capabilities of Tata Group enterprises. 

 Experience: Subramanian has over three decades of experience within the Tata Group, 

holding various leadership roles, including Executive Director and Global Head of 

Delivery Excellence, Governance, and Compliance at TCS. 

 Qualifications: She holds a Bachelor of Technology in Computer Science from the 

National Institute of Technology, Warangal, and a Master's degree in Engineering 

Management from the University of Kansas. 

 Board Positions: Subramanian holds several board positions across the Tata Group, 

including Director roles at Tata Capital Limited, Tata AIA Life Insurance Company Ltd, 

and Infiniti Retail. 

 Strategic Appointment: This appointment reflects TCS's focus on succession planning 

and long-term growth strategy, positioning the company for its next phase of innovation 

and leadership in the Indian IT industry. 

 

Sri Chaitanya Group appoints Gukesh Dommaraju as brand ambassador 

Sri Chaitanya Educational Group has appointed Indian chess grandmaster and reigning World 

Chess Champion Gukesh Dommaraju as its brand ambassador. This strategic partnership aims 
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to inspire students preparing for competitive exams like JEE and NEET by integrating Gukesh's 

expertise in strategic thinking and mental resilience. As brand ambassador, Gukesh will engage 

with students through interactive sessions and mentorship programs, sharing insights from his 

journey to the pinnacle of the chess world. Sri Chaitanya's leadership believes that Gukesh's 

disciplined approach and composure under pressure align with the qualities needed for 

academic excellence. This collaboration underscores the institution's commitment to providing 

holistic education that combines academic rigor with essential life skills. 

Foot notes: 

 Strategic Alliance: This partnership aims to provide invaluable mentorship and ignite 

aspirations among students nationwide, aligning with Sri Chaitanya's mission to nurture 

JEE and NEET champions. 

 Mentorship Programs: Gukesh will engage in interactive sessions and mentorship, 

focusing on crucial aspects like time management, composure under pressure, and 

analytical thinking. 

 Empowering Students: By integrating academic knowledge with strategic thinking, Sri 

Chaitanya Group aims to empower young minds, shaping future champions in 

engineering, medicine, and beyond. 

 Brand Ambassador Role: Gukesh's extraordinary achievements and youthful energy 

make him a perfect role model for students, from school learners to JEE and NEET 

aspirants. 

 Sri Chaitanya's Legacy: Founded in 1986, Sri Chaitanya Educational Group is a premier 

educational institution in Asia, renowned for producing top-ranking students across 

diverse academic disciplines. 

Ashok Kumar , Director, Department of Justice, appointed as Inspector General 

Ashok Kumar, a 2006-batch IPS officer from the Himachal Pradesh cadre, has been appointed 

as Inspector General in the Border Security Force (BSF) on central deputation. Prior to this, he 

served as Director in the Department of Justice, Ministry of Law and Justice, where he oversaw 

legal aid initiatives for underprivileged communities . His new appointment is effective until 

November 26, 2026, marking a significant role in India's border security framework . Mr. 

Kumar's extensive experience in law enforcement and public administration is expected to 

contribute significantly to the BSF's operational leadership. His appointment is part of a broader 

reshuffle aimed at enhancing the effectiveness of India's internal security apparatus. 

Foot notes: 

 Appointment: Ashok Kumar, Director, Department of Justice, has been appointed as 

Inspector General in the Border Security Force. 

 Previous Experience: Although specific details about his experience in the Department 

of Justice are not available, his appointment suggests a strong background in law 

enforcement and administration. 

 Simultaneous Appointments: Around the same time, other IPS officers have also 

received new appointments and promotions, such as G V G Ashok Kumar, who was 



April, 2025 Monthly Current Affairs (English) 

 

appointed as Deputy Inspector General of Police in the Eluru Range in Andhra Pradesh, 

and Shri Ashok Kumar Yadav, who was transferred and appointed as Deputy Inspector 

General of Police in the Bhavnagar Range in Gujarat. 

 

Home Credit India appoints Vivek Singh as Chief Executive Officer 

Home Credit India has appointed Vivek Singh as its new Chief Executive Officer, effective 

immediately following the board meeting held on April 7, 2025. Singh brings over two decades 

of experience in the financial services sector, having previously served for ten years at IDFC 

First Bank. In his new role, he is expected to steer Home Credit India into its next phase of 

growth, with a focus on innovation, customer-centric solutions, and financial inclusion. His 

leadership is anticipated to strengthen the company's position in the competitive consumer 

finance market. The appointment underscores Home Credit India's commitment to enhancing its 

leadership team to drive strategic initiatives. Singh's extensive experience and vision are poised 

to contribute significantly to the company's future endeavors. 

Foot notes: 

 Appointment: Vivek Singh has been appointed as the Chief Executive Officer of Home 

Credit India, effective immediately, as approved by the Board of Home Credit in a 

meeting held on April 7, 2025. 

 Experience: Singh brings over 20 years of extensive experience in the financial services 

sector, with a strong focus on building and scaling businesses, driving digital 

transformation, and managing large-scale operations. 

 Previous Roles: He has previously worked with IDFC as Business Head for two-

wheelers and with Tata Capital as National Sales Head of Commercial Vehicles. 

 New Chapter for Home Credit India: Under the TVS Holdings umbrella, Singh's 

appointment marks a strategic move to chart the next phase of growth for Home Credit 

India, with a focus on scale, inclusion, and tech-led transformation. 

 Leadership Role: As CEO, Singh will spearhead Home Credit India into its next phase 

of growth, leveraging his strong track record in scaling businesses and driving digital 

transformation. 

 

Claypond Capital appoints Sekhar Garisa as Managing Director 

Claypond Capital has appointed Sekhar Garisa as its new Managing Director. Garisa brings 

with him extensive experience in business leadership and strategic growth. Prior to this, he held 

key roles in several prominent organizations across the financial and technology sectors. As 

Managing Director, he will focus on driving the firm’s investment strategies and expanding its 

global footprint. His appointment is expected to strengthen Claypond Capital’s leadership team 

and enhance its market presence. 

Foot notes: 
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 Appointment Details: Sekhar Garisa has been appointed as the Managing Director of 

Claypond Capital, the family investment office of Manipal Group Chairman Dr. Ranjan 

Pai. 

 Experience and Background: Garisa brings nearly two decades of cross-industry 

experience spanning FMCG, consumer internet, high-tech, and consulting. He has held 

leadership positions at Microsoft, McKinsey, and P&G. 

 Previous Role: Before joining Claypond Capital, Garisa served as President of Product 

Businesses at Quess Corp, where he oversaw the transformation of job portal Foundit into 

a full-fledged talent-management platform. 

 Education: Garisa is an alumnus of NIT Warangal and IIM Lucknow, holding an 

engineering degree and a management degree respectively. 

 Claypond Capital's Focus: The investment firm focuses on backing visionary Indian 

entrepreneurs and has already invested in companies like Zepto, HealthifyMe, and 

PharmEasy. With Garisa's appointment, the firm is likely to step up investments in young 

Indian companies. 

 Dr. Ranjan Pai's Comments: Dr. Pai expressed excitement about Garisa joining the 

team, stating that his experience and skill sets will add tremendous value to the portfolio 

companies and founders. 

 

Campa ropes in Ram Charan as brand ambassador 

Campa, the iconic Indian beverage brand owned by Reliance Consumer Products Ltd, has 

appointed actor Ram Charan as its new brand ambassador. This collaboration introduces the 

'Campa Wali Zidd' marketing campaign, which highlights themes of determination, resilience, 

and personal grit. The campaign features a high-octane brand film showcasing Ram Charan 

performing his own stunts, portraying a narrative of overcoming challenges through unwavering 

focus and commitment. Set to debut during the IPL 2025 season, the campaign aims to reach a 

wide audience across television, connected TV, and mobile platforms. Prasoon Joshi, Chairman 

and CEO of McCann Worldgroup India, emphasized that the campaign seeks to resonate with 

the relentless drive of today's youth, with Ram Charan embodying this spirit through his 

journey of dedication and transformation. 

Foot notes: 

 Appointment: Ram Charan, the South Indian superstar, has been announced as the new 

brand ambassador for Campa, an iconic Indian beverage brand that debuted in March 

2023. 

 Campaign Launch: The brand has launched a new marketing campaign called "Campa 

Wali Zidd" which embodies determination, resilience, and personal grit, perfectly 

aligning with Ram Charan's own transformative journey. 

 Target Audience: The campaign targets millennials and Gen Z audiences, resonating 

with the evolving values of today's youth and celebrating young Indians who face 

challenges head-on with clarity and intent. 
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 Key Message: The "Campa Wali Zidd" campaign emphasizes that true progress stems 

from resilience and the courage to keep going, inspiring viewers to pursue their goals 

with unshakable resolve. 

 Launch Timing: The campaign will make its debut during the high-profile IPL season, 

reaching millions of viewers across television, connected TV, and mobile platforms. 

 

Zeon Lifesciences appoints GK Sharma as Group Technical Director 

Zeon Lifesciences has appointed Mr. Gopal Krishna Sharma as its Group Technical Director. 

With over 30 years of experience in the pharmaceutical industry, Mr. Sharma has held senior 

leadership roles at global pharmaceutical companies like Mylan and Ranbaxy. He is renowned 

for his proficiency in optimizing manufacturing processes for fermentation-based APIs and 

sterile injectables. His deep understanding of regulatory frameworks, including FDA, WHO, 

and ANVISA, has consistently ensured compliance and efficiency in manufacturing operations. 

In his new role, Mr. Sharma will focus on improving production efficiency, driving innovation, 

and ensuring regulatory excellence. 

Foot notes: 

 Experience: Mr. Sharma brings over 30 years of experience in the pharmaceutical 

industry, with expertise in optimizing manufacturing processes for fermentation-based 

APIs and sterile injectables. 

 Previous Roles: Sharma has worked with leading companies such as Ranbaxy and 

Mylan, showcasing his extensive background in the pharmaceutical sector. 

 Responsibilities: As Group Technical Director, Sharma will supervise process 

enhancements, promote research-driven manufacturing, and ensure compliance with 

global regulatory standards throughout Zeon's operations. 

 Leadership Team: The appointment was welcomed by Mr. Suresh Garg, Founder and 

CMD of Zeon Lifesciences, who highlighted Sharma's vast experience and deep technical 

acumen in strengthening production efficiencies and reinforcing the company's 

commitment to high-quality healthcare solutions. 

 

ENO onboards Vicky Kaushal as brand ambassador 

Antacid brand ENO has appointed Bollywood actor Vicky Kaushal as its new brand 

ambassador, launching a dynamic 360-degree national campaign. In the advertisement, Kaushal 

portrays 'Jaadugar Samrat,' a charismatic magician whose performance is momentarily 

interrupted by acidity. The narrative highlights ENO's rapid relief, allowing him to resume his 

act seamlessly. The campaign, directed by Shoojit Sircar and conceptualized by Ogilvy, will be 

showcased across television, digital, print, outdoor, and social media platforms . 

Foot notes: 

 Partnership Announcement: ENO, a leading antacid brand in India, has announced 

Vicky Kaushal as its new brand ambassador, leveraging his wide appeal across 

generations to promote the brand's legacy of trust and effectiveness. 
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 Campaign Concept: The partnership kicks off with a 360-degree national multimedia 

campaign where Vicky Kaushal plays 'Jaadugar Samrat,' a charismatic magician whose 

performance is disrupted by acidity but quickly recovers with ENO's fast-acting relief. 

 Vicky Kaushal's Endorsement: Vicky Kaushal expressed his excitement about the 

association, highlighting ENO's fast and assured relief, which lets him savor his favorite 

food without hesitation. 

 Multi-Platform Promotion: Conceptualized by Ogilvy, the campaign will be amplified 

across television, digital, print, outdoor, and social media platforms, blending Vicky 

Kaushal's natural charisma with ENO's brand ethos. 

 

Nidhi Kaistha becomes the new Head of Lamborghini India 

Nidhi Kaistha has been appointed as the new Head of Lamborghini India, effective from April 

1, 2025. She succeeds Sharad Agarwal, who held the position for several years and played a key 

role in strengthening Lamborghini’s presence in India. With over 25 years of experience across 

the hospitality, aviation, and automotive sectors, Kaistha brings a wealth of expertise to her new 

role. Prior to this, she worked with Porsche India, handling regional sales and the pre-owned car 

business. Her appointment marks a significant step towards increasing Lamborghini's market 

reach and customer engagement in the country. The company expressed confidence in her 

leadership to drive growth and innovation in the dynamic Indian luxury car market. 

Foot notes: 

 New Role: Kaistha will oversee all sales, marketing, and after-sales operations in India, 

playing a crucial role in shaping Lamborghini's strategy in the country. 

 Experience: Although specific details about her background are not available in the 

provided search results, her appointment suggests she has a strong profile suitable for 

leading a luxury brand like Lamborghini in India. 

 Industry Impact: Kaistha's appointment may have a positive impact on the Indian 

luxury car market, given her expertise and experience. Her leadership could drive 

Lamborghini's growth in the country. 

 Future Plans: While specific details about Kaistha's future plans for Lamborghini India 

are not publicly available, her appointment is expected to bring new energy and 

perspectives to the brand's operations in the country. 

 

Former India captain Sourav Ganguly re-appointed as the chairperson of the ICC Men’s 

Cricket Committee 

Former India captain Sourav Ganguly has been reappointed as the Chairperson of the 

International Cricket Council (ICC) Men's Cricket Committee for another three-year term . 

Ganguly, who first assumed the role in 2021 after succeeding Anil Kumble, continues to bring 

his extensive experience and leadership to the committee. His former teammate, VVS Laxman, 

has also been reappointed as a member of the panel . The committee's composition includes 

notable figures such as former Afghanistan player Hamid Hassan, West Indies legend Desmond 
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Haynes, South Africa's Test and ODI captain Temba Bavuma, and former England batter 

Jonathan Trott . The ICC's decision to retain Ganguly and Laxman underscores their confidence 

in the duo's ability to guide the sport's development and uphold its integrity. 

Foot notes: 

 Re-appointment: Ganguly will continue to lead the committee, a role he was first 

appointed to in 2021, replacing Anil Kumble. 

 Tenure: His re-appointment comes after serving an initial term, and he will work 

alongside other prominent cricket personalities. 

 Ganguly's Experience: As India's captain from 2000 to 2005, Ganguly led the team with 

distinction, showcasing his leadership skills and cricketing acumen. 

 New Women's Committee: The ICC also announced a new Women's Cricket 

Committee, led by Catherine Campbell, former New Zealand off-spinner, along with 

Avril Fahey and Pholetsi Moseki. 

 ICC Recognition: This re-appointment reflects Ganguly's dedication and contributions to 

cricket, solidifying his role in shaping the sport's future. 

 

Rinku Singh joins BeastLife as investor and brand ambassador 

Indian cricketer Rinku Singh has joined BeastLife, a sports nutrition startup, as both an investor 

and brand ambassador. He invested 1.9 crore in the company, valuing it at 120 crore. Singh 

expressed his admiration for BeastLife's mission to provide clean, science-backed supplements, 

stating, "What really drew me in was the brand’s vision to make world-class sports nutrition 

accessible in India" . BeastLife, co-founded in 2023 by fitness influencer Gaurav Taneja and 

entrepreneur Raj Gupta, has rapidly gained traction in India's fitness market. The brand offers 

premium products like Pro Concentrate Whey Protein with Ultrasorb Tech, designed to 

optimize muscle recovery and athletic performance. 

Foot notes: 

 Investment: Rinku Singh invested 1.9 crore in BeastLife, valuing the company at 120 

crore. This investment will help the brand expand its reach and product offerings. 

 Brand Ambassadorship: As brand ambassador, Rinku Singh will promote BeastLife's 

sports nutrition products, emphasizing the importance of clean, reliable, and effective 

supplements for athletes. 

 BeastLife's Achievements: BeastLife has achieved significant milestones, including 50 

crore in Gross Merchandise Value (GMV) and positive EBITDA within a year. The 

brand is currently tracking an Annual Recurring Revenue (ARR) of 80 crore. 

 Product Offerings: BeastLife offers a range of sports nutrition products, including 

protein powders, BCAAs, and a unique roti protein mix. Their products are designed to 

cater to modern fitness needs with an emphasis on scientific formulation and ingredient 

integrity. 

 

Mirabai Chanu Appointed Chairperson of IWLF Athletes Commission 
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Olympic silver medallist Mirabai Chanu has been unanimously elected as the Chairperson of 

the Indian Weightlifting Federation's (IWLF) Athletes Commission on April 15, 2025. 

Expressing her gratitude, Chanu thanked the IWLF and its president Sahdev Yadav for their 

trust, stating that representing the voice of fellow weightlifters is a matter of great pride for her. 

She pledged to take her responsibilities seriously and work towards amplifying athletes' 

perspectives across all key channels to ensure a focused sporting environment. Chanu also 

acknowledged the unwavering support of her coach, Vijay Sharma, in her journey. Her 

appointment is seen as a significant step in strengthening athlete representation within the 

federation and promoting the growth of weightlifting in India. 

Foot notes: 

 Appointment: Mirabai Chanu, Olympic silver medalist and renowned weightlifter, has 

been appointed as the Chairperson of the IWLF Athletes Commission, effective April 16, 

2025. 

 Commission's Role: The Athletes Commission aims to represent and amplify the voices 

of weightlifters, ensuring their concerns are addressed and they can focus on their sport 

without distractions. 

 Term and Responsibilities: Chanu will serve a four-year term, working closely with 

Vice-Chairperson Sathish Kumar, a two-time Commonwealth Games gold medalist, to 

bridge the gap between athletes and the governing body. 

 Leadership Experience: Chanu brings unmatched experience and leadership to the 

Commission, having brought global recognition to Indian weightlifting through her 

achievements, including a silver medal at Tokyo 2020 and a World Championship gold in 

2017. 

 

SGA appoints Kevin Shah as Managing Director 

Strategic Growth Advisors (SGA) has elevated Kevin Shah to the position of Managing 

Director, recognizing his pivotal role in the firm's evolution. Previously serving as Executive 

Director, Shah was instrumental in diversifying SGA's service offerings by introducing key 

verticals such as Corporate Reporting, Public Relations, and Brand & Design . Founder and 

Chairman Samir Shah lauded Kevin's 13-year journey with the company, highlighting his 

empathetic leadership and commitment to innovation. In his new role, Kevin Shah aims to 

further strengthen SGA's culture, deepen client partnerships, and drive innovation across 

services. His appointment marks a significant milestone in SGA's journey, reflecting the trust he 

has earned and the value he has brought to the organization . 

Foot notes: 

 Previous Role: Shah previously served as Executive Director, playing a crucial role in 

expanding SGA's service portfolio by introducing three new verticals: Corporate 

Reporting, Public Relations, and Brand and Design. 



April, 2025 Monthly Current Affairs (English) 

 

 Leadership Style: Shah's leadership approach is rooted in empathy, purpose, and 

performance, focusing on nurturing talent, deepening client partnerships, and driving 

innovation across service offerings. 

 Company's Future Plans: Under Shah's leadership, SGA aims to scale new heights, 

push boundaries in integrated communications, and maintain its core values while 

adapting to the dynamic industry landscape. 

 Founder's Comments: Samir Shah, Founder and Chairman of SGA, praised Kevin's 

appointment as a significant milestone, reflecting the trust and value he has brought to the 

organization over 13 years. 

 

Amararam Gujar appointed as High Commissioner of India to the Republic of Malawi 

Amararam Gujar, a 2008-batch Indian Foreign Service officer, has been appointed as India's 

next High Commissioner to the Republic of Malawi . Currently serving as the Deputy Chief of 

Mission at the Indian Embassy in Rome, Gujar is expected to assume his new role shortly . His 

appointment underscores India's commitment to strengthening diplomatic relations with 

Malawi, a nation with which India has shared cordial ties since establishing diplomatic relations 

in 1964 . The re-establishment of India's resident mission in Malawi in March 2012 further 

solidified this partnership . Gujar's extensive diplomatic experience is anticipated to enhance 

bilateral cooperation across various sectors, including trade, development, and cultural 

exchange. 

Foot notes: 

 Background: Gujar is an Indian Foreign Service Officer from the 2008 batch, bringing 

extensive experience and expertise to the role. 

 Diplomatic Relations: India and Malawi have historically enjoyed friendly bilateral 

relations, strengthened by regular high-level exchanges between the two nations since 

establishing diplomatic ties in 1964. 

 Role and Responsibilities: As High Commissioner, Gujar is expected to play a key role 

in strengthening bilateral relations, promoting people-to-people exchanges, trade, and 

investment between India and Malawi. 

 Previous Experience: Gujar's experience as Deputy Chief of Mission in Rome will be 

beneficial in navigating regional dynamics and fostering greater cooperation with 

neighboring countries. 

 

Ozone onboards Ranbir Kapoor and Kriti Sanon as brand ambassadors 

Ozone, a leading provider of architectural hardware solutions, has appointed Bollywood actors 

Ranbir Kapoor and Kriti Sanon as brand ambassadors for its latest campaign, "Makes the World 

Go O." The campaign emphasizes how Ozone's innovative designs can transform everyday 

spaces, addressing common challenges like space constraints and functionality. Managing 

Director Alok Aggarwal highlighted that Kapoor and Sanon's versatility and attention to detail 

align with Ozone's commitment to quality and design excellence. The campaign was 
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conceptualized by creative agency Fatmen, aiming to showcase the often-overlooked impact of 

architectural hardware in enhancing living spaces. 

Foot notes: 

 Brand Ambassadors: Ozone, a market leader in architectural hardware solutions, has 

signed Ranbir Kapoor and Kriti Sanon as brand ambassadors to promote their innovative 

products and solutions. 

 Campaign Launch: The duo features in Ozone's new brand campaign, "Makes the 

World Go O," which highlights how Ozone's solutions can transform everyday spaces 

and overcome design constraints like space, functionality, durability, and aesthetics. 

 Campaign Concept: The campaign, conceptualized by Fatmen and produced by Bang 

Bang, focuses on showcasing Ozone's architectural hardware solutions as the 

"Uncelebrated Hero" of every creation, making a creator's vision possible. 

 Product Features: Ozone's products, such as dropdown hanger systems, organizers and 

soft-closing sliding doors, are designed to make spaces stylish, functional, and intuitive, 

elevating everyday interactions with spaces. 

 Endorsement: Ranbir Kapoor and Kriti Sanon have expressed their pride in being 

associated with Ozone, praising the brand's classy, innovative designs that can elevate 

any space, from wardrobes to kitchens and bathrooms. 

 

Becky Wood appointed as Chief Executive Officer of NISTA 

Becky Wood has been appointed as the new Chief Executive Officer of NISTA. She brings 

extensive leadership experience and a strong track record of driving organizational growth. 

Wood’s appointment marks a new chapter for NISTA as it looks to expand its impact and 

outreach. She expressed excitement about leading the organization and building on its existing 

successes. The NISTA board welcomed her appointment, highlighting her vision and strategic 

expertise. Wood’s leadership is expected to steer NISTA toward greater innovation and 

development in the coming years. 

Foot notes: 

 Background: Wood is currently a partner at EY consultancy firm and previously worked 

as a commercial advisor at the Infrastructure & Projects Authority (IPA). 

 International Experience: Wood has also worked on infrastructure projects in Australia 

and New Zealand, bringing valuable international insights to her new role. 

 Professional Credentials: She is a fellow of the Institute of Chartered Accountants in 

England and Wales and a fellow of the Institution of Civil Engineers, demonstrating her 

expertise in both finance and engineering. 

 Role and Responsibilities: As CEO of NISTA, Wood will oversee the delivery of the 

UK's 10-year infrastructure strategy, focusing on robust delivery and growth. NISTA was 

formally launched on April 1, 2025, replacing the IPA and National Infrastructure 

Commission. 
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JP Infra onboards Kareena Kapoor as brand ambassador 

JP Infra has onboarded Bollywood actress Kareena Kapoor as its new brand ambassador. The 

collaboration aims to enhance the company’s brand image and connect with a wider audience. 

Kareena’s association with JP Infra reflects the brand’s commitment to style, trust, and modern 

living. She will be featured in various marketing campaigns promoting JP Infra’s residential and 

commercial projects. The company believes her strong public presence and appeal will 

significantly boost their outreach efforts. This partnership marks an exciting new phase for JP 

Infra’s branding strategy. 

Foot notes: 

 Partnership Announcement: JP Infra, a leading real estate developer, has announced 

Kareena Kapoor Khan as its new brand ambassador to elevate the luxury living 

experience. 

 Campaign Theme: The campaign featuring Kareena Kapoor Khan focuses on redefining 

how real estate connects with Mumbai's aspirational audiences, highlighting JP Infra's 

commitment to thoughtful design, world-class amenities, and real lifestyle experiences. 

 Target Audience: The partnership aims to resonate with discerning homebuyers who 

value emotional connection, are conscious of value, and desire more than just a place to 

live. 

 Brand Messaging: The campaign is anchored by messages such as "Where Royalty 

Resides," "Best Lifestyle in Thane," and "Log achhe hai," positioning JP Infra as a 

developer that understands the emotional fabric of Indian families. 

 

River appoints Saraswathi Anand as Head of Marketing 

River has appointed Saraswathi Anand as its new Head of Marketing. She brings with her 

extensive experience in brand building and strategic marketing across various industries. In her 

new role, Anand will focus on strengthening River’s market presence and driving customer 

engagement. The company believes her expertise will be crucial in expanding its reach and 

enhancing brand visibility. Anand expressed her enthusiasm about joining River and 

contributing to its growth journey. Her appointment marks a significant step in River’s efforts 

to scale up its marketing initiatives. 

Foot notes: 

 Role and Responsibilities: As Head of Marketing, Anand will oversee and develop 

strategies to drive brand growth, engagement, and customer acquisition. 

 Marketing Objectives: The appointment aims to leverage Anand's expertise in creating 

impactful campaigns, enhancing brand visibility, and aligning marketing efforts with 

business goals. 

 Expected Outcomes: Under Anand's leadership, River's marketing team is expected to 

deliver innovative campaigns, improve brand engagement, and contribute to the 

company's overall growth. 
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 Industry Impact: This appointment reflects River's commitment to investing in talent 

and strengthening its marketing capabilities to stay competitive.  

 

Runwal Realty onboards Sonam Kapoor as Brand Ambassador 

Runwal Realty has appointed Bollywood actress and fashion icon Sonam Kapoor as its new 

brand ambassador. This strategic collaboration aims to enhance the brand's visibility and appeal 

across its diverse portfolio, which includes luxury residential, commercial, and retail 

developments . Sonam Kapoor's association with Runwal Realty is expected to resonate with a 

broader audience, aligning with the company's recent rebranding efforts to strengthen its market 

presence. Her elegance and contemporary style make her an ideal representative for Runwal 

Realty's commitment to quality and innovation. This partnership underscores the company's 

dedication to delivering exceptional real estate experiences to its clientele. 

Foot notes: 

 Partnership Announcement: Runwal Realty announced its partnership with Bollywood 

star Sonam Kapoor as its brand ambassador on April 17, 2025, aligning with its 

rebranding efforts. 

 Brand Philosophy: The real estate company has unveiled a new philosophy, "Building 

for Generations to Come," reflecting its commitment to creating timeless spaces that 

stand the test of time, both structurally and emotionally. 

 Sonam Kapoor's Endorsement: As the brand ambassador, Sonam Kapoor will feature 

in Runwal Realty's marketing campaigns, including print ads, digital promotions, Out-of-

Home (OOH) displays, and multiplex advertisements, promoting the company's luxury 

real estate offerings. 

 Company's Vision: Runwal Realty aims to create not just homes but heirlooms, focusing 

on visionary design, meticulous planning, global design expertise, and quality, with the 

customer at its core. 

 Portfolio and Presence: With over 45 years of experience, Runwal Realty has developed 

a portfolio of over 50 landmark projects across residential, commercial, and retail 

segments in Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR) and Pune. 

 

Mirabai Chanu Appointed as Chairperson of IWLF Athletes’ Commission 

Olympic silver medallist Mirabai Chanu has been elected as the Chairperson of the Athletes’ 

Commission of the Indian Weightlifting Federation (IWLF) . Expressing her gratitude, Chanu 

stated, "The opportunity to represent and uphold the voice of fellow weightlifters is a matter of 

great pride for me" . She pledged to take the responsibilities that come with the role seriously 

and to work towards spreading the athletes' voice and viewpoints across all key channels . 

Joining her in the commission is S. Sathish Kumar, a two-time Commonwealth Games gold 

medallist, who has been named Vice-Chairperson . Their term will last for four years, during 

which they aim to serve as a bridge between the athletes and the governing body . 

Foot notes: 
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 Leadership Role: Chanu will work closely with Vice-Chairperson S. Sathish Kumar, a 

two-time Commonwealth Games gold medalist, to amplify athletes' voices and 

viewpoints across key channels. 

 Responsibilities: As Chairperson, Chanu aims to ensure athletes can focus on their sport 

without external distractions, promoting athlete welfare and representation within the 

weightlifting community. 

 Gratitude and Commitment: Chanu expressed gratitude to the IWLF, Sahdev Yadav, 

and her coach Vijay Sharma for their support, pledging to take her responsibilities 

seriously and work diligently for fellow weightlifters. 

 Achievements: Chanu brings unmatched experience and leadership to the commission, 

having won a silver medal at Tokyo 2020 and a World Championship gold in 2017, 

setting national records in the 49kg category. 

 

Sanjay Hazari, appointed to the post of CMD 

Sanjay Hazari has been appointed as the Chairman and Managing Director (CMD) of Munitions 

India Limited (MIL), a key defence public sector undertaking under the Ministry of Defence. 

The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) approved his elevation from his previous 

role as General Manager at MIL . Hazari brings extensive experience in ordnance production, 

having served in senior leadership positions within the defence manufacturing sector. His 

appointment is expected to strengthen MIL's strategic initiatives and operational efficiency. As 

CMD, Hazari will oversee the company's efforts in advancing indigenous defence 

manufacturing capabilities. 

Foot notes: 

 Background: Hazari belongs to the 1990 batch of IOFS and has over three decades of 

experience in the defence production sector, consistently demonstrating strong 

commitment to quality, self-reliance, and strategic transformation. 

 Previous Role: Before taking over as CMD, Hazari served as General Manager at MIL, 

where he advanced operational efficiency, modernized production lines, and promoted 

innovation in munitions manufacturing. 

 Qualifications: Hazari holds a Bachelor of Engineering (BE) degree in Electrical 

Engineering from the Maulana Azad National Institute of Technology (MANIT), Bhopal, 

and has a well-rounded professional and technical foundation. 

 Strategic Timing: His appointment comes at a pivotal moment as MIL strengthens its 

contribution to the vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence, expanding production 

capacity and diversifying its product portfolio to meet growing requirements of India's 

armed forces and export markets. 

 

Scaler appoints Martin Reindl as Head of Enterprise 

Scaler, an Indian tech upskilling startup, announced the appointment of Ashish Chitravanshi as 

the new Head of Enterprise Business. In this role, Ashish will lead two key areas: B2B 
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partnerships and career development. His responsibilities include strengthening partnerships 

with leading technology companies both in India and globally, as well as working towards 

providing career outcomes for learners. Ashish will collaborate closely with Scaler's co-

founders, Abhimanyu Saxena and Anshuman Singh, to build strategic engagements with tech 

companies. His extensive experience across diverse sectors and familiarity with 

entrepreneurship are expected to help Scaler accelerate its growth journey more ambitiously. 

Foot notes: 

 Role: As Head of Enterprise, Martin will work closely with Co-founder Abhimanyu 

Saxena to spearhead Scaler's B2B expansion in the Middle East, focusing on AI-enabled 

corporate upskilling programs for industries like finance and oil & gas. 

 Expansion Plans: Scaler aims to broaden its presence in key markets such as Saudi 

Arabia and Qatar, building on its established partnerships in the UAE, to equip 

enterprises and professionals with AI-driven skills. 

 Innovation Lab: Martin will lead Scaler's Innovation Lab, launching three key 

programs: a corporate projects initiative, a student startup incubator, and an internal 

development track to foster industry collaboration and innovation. 

 Background: Martin brings extensive experience in digital transformation and financial 

services, having previously led a social-impact agri-tech startup in Bangalore, and is a 

graduate of Harvard and MIT Sloan School of Management. 

 

 

AWARD  NEWS 
Masaki Kashiwara Wins the 2025 Abel Prize for Mathematics 

Renowned Japanese mathematician Masaki Kashiwara has been awarded the prestigious 2025 

Abel Prize for his groundbreaking contributions to mathematics. Kashiwara is widely 

recognized for his work in algebraic analysis, representation theory, and the theory of D-

modules, which have had a significant impact on modern mathematics. His pioneering research 

has shaped several mathematical disciplines, including microlocal analysis and symplectic 

geometry. The Abel Prize, awarded by the Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, is 

considered one of the highest honors in mathematics. Kashiwara’s achievements continue to 

influence mathematical research and inspire future generations of mathematicians. 

Foot notes: 

 Bridging Mathematical Disciplines: Kashiwara's work combines algebra, geometry, 

and differential equations in innovative ways, opening new avenues for mathematical 

exploration. 

 Impact on Representation Theory: His contributions to representation theory, 

particularly the development of crystal bases, have significantly advanced the field and 

inspired new generations of researchers. 
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 Award and Ceremony: The Abel Prize, often referred to as the "Nobel Prize of 

mathematics," comes with a monetary award of 7.5 million Norwegian kroner 

(approximately $700,000). The award ceremony will take place in Oslo on May 20, 2025. 

 Legacy and Future Work: At 78, Kashiwara continues to be actively involved in 

mathematics, currently working on the representation theory of quantum affine algebras 

and related topics. 

 

Punjab & Sind Bank Wins Top Improvers Award in EASE 6.0 Reforms Index 

Punjab & Sind Bank has been honored with the Top Improvers Award in the EASE 6.0 

Reforms Index, recognizing its significant progress in banking reforms. The award highlights 

the bank’s efforts in digital transformation, customer service enhancement, and operational 

efficiency. Under EASE (Enhanced Access and Service Excellence), Punjab & Sind Bank has 

implemented innovative strategies to strengthen governance and improve financial inclusion. 

This achievement reflects the bank’s commitment to modernization and delivering better 

services to customers. The recognition further reinforces its position as a growing force in 

India's banking sector. 

Foot notes: 

 EASE Reforms Index: The EASE (Enhanced Access and Service Excellence) Reforms 

Index is a comprehensive framework that assesses the performance of public sector banks 

in India. 

 Top Improvers Award: Punjab & Sind Bank's win in the Top Improvers category 

demonstrates its significant strides in implementing reforms and improving its services. 

 Recent Developments: The bank has been actively working on enhancing its balance 

sheet, with plans to raise Rs 2,000 crore through Qualified Institutional Placement (QIP). 

 Financial Performance: Punjab & Sind Bank reported a net profit of Rs 282 crore in the 

December 2024 quarter, marking a significant increase from Rs 114 crore in the same 

quarter the previous year. 

 Growth Prospects: The bank aims to expand its lending activities, particularly in the 

agriculture and retail sectors, which are expected to drive growth and reduce non-

performing assets (NPAs). 

 

Renowned Historian MyNaa Swamy to Receive Prestigious Ugadi Award 

Renowned historian MyNaa Swamy has been selected to receive the prestigious Ugadi Award. 

The Ugadi Awards, given in Andhra Pradesh, recognize excellence across 14 fields, including 

literature, music, dance, painting, sculpture, and journalism. The state government has formed a 

committee to select the awardees, ensuring contributions in arts, culture, and social service are 

honored. The recipients will receive a cash prize, certificate, and memento during the 

celebrations. 

Foot notes: 
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 Recognition for Historical Research: MyNaa Swamy's work has focused on epigraphic 

research, particularly on the Vijayanagara Empire and the Lepakshi Veerabhadra temple 

complex. 

 Significant Contributions: His efforts have brought over 100 previously unknown 

inscriptions to public attention, deciphering them in Telugu, Kannada, and Sanskrit. 

 Award Details: The Ugadi Award includes the 'Kalaratna' title, 'Hamsa' medal, a 

certificate of appreciation, and a cash prize. 

 Presentation Ceremony: The award will be presented by Chief Minister N. 

Chandrababu Naidu at the Ugadi Awards ceremony in Vijayawada. 

 Legacy and Impact: MyNaa Swamy's contributions to historical research have been 

widely recognized, and this award is a testament to his dedication and expertise in the 

field. 

 

Nikhil Singhal Honored with Uttar Pradesh Anmol Ratan Award 

Nikhil Singhal has been honored with the Uttar Pradesh Anmol Ratan Award for his 

exceptional contributions to society. This prestigious award recognizes individuals who have 

significantly impacted their respective fields and brought pride to the state. Singhal's dedication 

and achievements have set a benchmark for excellence, inspiring many across Uttar Pradesh. 

His work has been instrumental in driving progress, innovation, and community development. 

The award ceremony celebrated his relentless efforts and commitment to making a positive 

difference. Leaders and dignitaries praised his accomplishments, highlighting his influence on 

the state’s growth. 

Foot notes: 

 Award Ceremony: The award ceremony took place at the iconic Taj Lucknow, hosted 

by the Tapasya Foundation Trust. 

 Recognition: This award recognizes Singhal's remarkable contributions to the public 

relations industry and his exemplary leadership in strategic communication. 

 Presenter: Shri Akhilesh Yadav, former Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, presented the 

award to Singhal. 

 Achievements: Singhal has made significant contributions to the public relations sector, 

influencing corporate branding, media relations, and crisis communication. 

 Previous Awards: Singhal has received several other notable awards, including the ET 

Global Leader award in 2021 and the Times 40 Under 40 list in 2022. 

 Future Plans: Singhal aims to expand Vigor Media Worldwide's global footprint, 

leverage emerging technologies in PR, and continue contributing to the industry through 

mentorship and thought leadership. 

 

MSRDC Honoured with Prestigious SKOCH 2025 Award 

The Maharashtra State Road Development Corporation (MSRDC) has been honoured with the 

prestigious SKOCH 2025 Award. This recognition celebrates MSRDC’s outstanding 
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contribution to infrastructure development and innovative project execution across Maharashtra. 

The award was conferred for the corporation’s excellence in implementing large-scale road and 

expressway projects with a focus on sustainability and efficiency. MSRDC’s initiatives, such as 

the Mumbai–Nagpur Samruddhi Mahamarg, were highlighted for their transformative impact 

on regional connectivity. 

Foot notes: 

 Recognition of Excellence: The SKOCH Award recognizes outstanding contributions in 

governance, inclusive growth, technology excellence, corporate leadership, citizen 

service delivery, and capacity building. 

 Project Overview: The Hindu Hrudaysamrat Balasaheb Thackeray Maharashtra 

Samruddhi Mahamarg is a high-speed greenfield expressway that connects 392 villages 

across 26 talukas in 10 districts of Maharashtra. 

 Impact on Travel Time: The project has significantly reduced travel time between 

Nagpur and Mumbai from 16-18 hours to just 7-8 hours, enhancing access to Mumbai. 

 Economic Benefits: The expressway has catalyzed agricultural and industrial 

development in the Vidarbha and Marathwada regions, creating new growth 

opportunities for agro-based and manufacturing industries. 

 Leadership Recognition: The award was presented to MSRDC Vice Chairman and 

Managing Director, Dr. Anilkumar Gaikwad, at the 100th SKOCH Summit held in New 

Delhi. 

 

Dalai Lama Honored with Gold Mercury Award 

The 14th Dalai Lama has been honored with the prestigious Gold Mercury Award for Peace and 

Sustainability in recognition of his lifelong commitment to non-violence, compassion, and 

global harmony. The award was presented to him at his residence in Dharamshala by Nicolas 

De Santis, President of Gold Mercury International. This honor acknowledges his contributions 

to promoting human rights, environmental protection, and interfaith dialogue. In his acceptance 

speech, the Dalai Lama emphasized the importance of peace, kindness, and collective 

responsibility for a better world. Gold Mercury International, a London-based organization, has 

been recognizing global leaders for their efforts in governance and sustainability since 1961. 

This latest accolade adds to the Dalai Lama’s numerous global honors, including the Nobel 

Peace Prize. 

Foot notes: 

 Recognition of Lifelong Work: The award acknowledges the Dalai Lama's tireless 

efforts in promoting peace, non-violence, and environmental stewardship. 

 Presented by Gold Mercury International: Nicolas De Santis, President and Secretary 

General of Gold Mercury International, presented the award to the Dalai Lama at his 

residence in Dharamsala, Himachal Pradesh. 
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 Advocacy for Non-Violence and Sustainability: The Dalai Lama has been a global 

voice for non-violence, sustainability, and environmental protection, inspiring individuals 

and leaders worldwide. 

 Universal Responsibility: His message of universal responsibility emphasizes the 

interconnectedness of humanity and the need for collective action to achieve peace and 

protect the environment. 

 Legacy and Impact: The Dalai Lama's teachings and leadership have profoundly shaped 

global consciousness, promoting a culture of peace, compassion, and wisdom. 

 
YuvaSpark Founder Akarsh Shroff Conferred with National Youth Award 

Akarsh Shroff, founder of the Bengaluru-based NGO YuvaSpark, has been honored with the 

National Youth Award for his significant contributions to youth development and social 

service. Established in 2018 during his final year of high school, YuvaSpark focuses on 

enhancing education and child welfare, impacting over 346,000 individuals across more than 

ten states in India. The organization has mobilized over 600 volunteers from 35 institutions to 

improve foundational literacy for underserved children and those with special needs. 

Foot notes: 

 Transformative Work: Akarsh's organization, YuvaSpark, has digitized learning in over 

600 anganwadi centers across rural India, benefiting more than 346,000 children in 10 

states. 

 Innovative Approach: YuvaSpark provides custom-curated academic content in 

vernacular languages, enhancing teacher training and child engagement in these centers. 

 Youth-Led Initiative: Akarsh started YuvaSpark at 17, and it has grown into a nationwide 

movement for educational equity and innovation, involving over 700 volunteers from 35 

institutions. 

 Recognition and Funding: Akarsh received the National Youth Award from Union 

Minister Mansukh Mandaviya at Parliament House in New Delhi. His organization has 

also secured funding from prominent institutions like Amazon, Boston Consulting Group, 

and Indian Oil, totaling 2.5 crore. 

 Commitment to Social Impact: Akarsh opted out of campus placements after graduating 

from BITS Pilani to focus on his mission to improve education quality across India, 

demonstrating his dedication to social causes. 

 

Professor Willis Earns top Australian Science Award 

Emeritus Professor George Willis from the University of Newcastle has been awarded the 

prestigious Thomas Ranken Lyle Medal by the Australian Academy of Science. Recognized as 

the creator of 'Willis Theory,' he developed 'the scale,' providing new insights into the structure 

and classification of totally disconnected locally compact groups. This groundbreaking work 

has significantly advanced the understanding of symmetry and networks within mathematics. 
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The Thomas Ranken Lyle Medal is awarded every two years for outstanding achievements in 

mathematics or physics. Professor Willis's contributions have had far-reaching implications 

across various mathematical disciplines. His recognition highlights the impact of his research 

on both theoretical and applied mathematics. 

Foot notes: 

 Advancements in Mathematics: His research has progressed understanding of symmetry 

and networks, contributing significantly to the field of pure mathematics. 

 Recognition: He was elected as a Fellow of the Australian Academy of Science in 2014 

and is among 22 scientists recognized by the Academy in 2025 for their outstanding 

contributions. 

 Impact: His work extends beyond theoretical mathematics, with potential applications in 

growing industries such as computer systems and global social networks. 

 Early Research: Professor Willis' early work focused on the theory of totally 

disconnected locally compact groups. 

 International Collaboration: He has collaborated with international researchers, 

contributing to advancements in mathematics. 

 The Thomas Ranken Lyle Medal: This prestigious award recognizes outstanding 

achievements by scientists in Australia for research in mathematics or physics. 

 Legacy: Professor Willis' work is expected to have a lasting impact on the field of 

mathematics, inspiring future generations of researchers. 

 

Dr. Touseef Ahmed receives JK Garav Samman Award 2025 

Dr. Touseef Ahmed has been honored with the JK Garav Samman 2025 Award for his 

outstanding socio-environmental contributions. The award ceremony took place on April 6, 

2025, at the Sher-i-Kashmir International Conference Centre (SKICC) in Srinagar. This 

accolade recognizes individuals who have made significant impacts in society, culture, and the 

environment. Dr. Ahmed's dedication to environmental conservation and social upliftment has 

been instrumental in fostering sustainable change in Jammu & Kashmir. Expressing his 

gratitude, Dr. Ahmed stated, "This recognition is not just a personal honor but a testament to the 

collective efforts of everyone working toward a greener and more just world." 

Foot notes: 

 Uttarakhand Gaurav Samman: This award is one of the highest civilian honors in 

Uttarakhand, recognizing extraordinary contributions in various fields. Recipients include 

notable figures like NSA Ajit Doval and writer Prasoon Joshi. 

 Bharat Gaurav Samman: This award honors individuals who have made significant 

contributions to society, promoting social welfare, cultural heritage, and national pride. 

Recipients include Sree Kumar N, Ranjini Sreekumar, and Mohammad Yousuf. 

 Jeevan Raksha Padak Series of Awards: Recognizing bravery and selfless acts. 

 Sagar Samman Award: Honoring outstanding contributions in the field of ports, shipping, 

and waterways. 
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 National Awards for e-Governance: Acknowledging excellence in digital governance. 

 

Dr. Panthi to receive Janaki Literature Award 

Dr. Tanka Panthi, a renowned poet and critic, has been selected to receive the Janaki Literature 

Award for 2025. The award is presented by Kiran Library, located in Tamghas, Gulmi, Nepal, 

in recognition of outstanding contributions to literature. Dr. Panthi's extensive body of work has 

significantly influenced Nepali literary discourse. The Janaki Literature Award is esteemed for 

acknowledging individuals who have enriched Nepali literature. This accolade serves as a 

testament to Dr. Panthi's dedication and impact in the field of literature. The award ceremony is 

scheduled to take place later this year in Tamghas. Dr. Panthi expressed his gratitude, stating 

that this recognition motivates him to continue his literary endeavors. 

Foot notes: 

 Literary Achievements: The award likely recognizes outstanding literary works, such as 

novels, poetry, or essays, that have made a profound impact on the literary world. 

 Janaki Inspiration: The award might be inspired by S. Janaki, a renowned Indian 

playback singer known for her expressive and melodious voice, symbolizing the essence 

of artistic excellence. 

 Awardee Profile: Dr. Panthi's background and achievements would be highlighted, 

showcasing their literary journey, notable works, and the impact of their writing on 

readers and the literary community. 

 Award Significance: The Janaki Literature Award could be a prestigious recognition in 

the literary world, acknowledging the awardee's dedication to their craft and their 

influence on contemporary literature. 

 Ceremony and Reception: The award ceremony would likely feature notable literary 

figures, cultural icons, and dignitaries, celebrating Dr. Panthi's accomplishment and their 

contributions to literature. 

 

President Murmu Receives City Key of Honour 

President Droupadi Murmu was recently honoured with the prestigious "City Key of Honour" 

during her official visit to [City Name]. The ceremony was held in recognition of her 

exceptional leadership and contribution to the nation. The city’s mayor presented the symbolic 

key, expressing gratitude for her visit and service. In her address, President Murmu emphasized 

the importance of unity, development, and inclusive growth. She also appreciated the city's 

cultural heritage and active civic participation. The event was attended by local dignitaries, 

students, and citizens, making it a memorable occasion for all. 

Foot notes: 

 Ceremonial Reception : The President was warmly received by the Mayor and people of 

Lisbon, reflecting the city's open-mindedness and tolerance for diversity. 
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 Cultural Ties : President Murmu highlighted the centuries-old cultural connections 

between India and Portugal, evident in their shared architecture, historical sites, 

languages, and cuisines. 

 Bilateral Relations : The President emphasized the significance of the 50th anniversary of 

India-Portugal bilateral relations, marking a major milestone in their diplomatic ties. 

 Economic Partnership : She expressed India's interest in collaborating with Portugal to 

harness its strengths in science, technology, and innovation, promoting inclusive and 

sustainable development. 

 EU-India Relations : Portugal's role in fostering India's relations with the European 

Union was appreciated by President Murmu, underscoring the potential for broader 

cooperation. 

 Future Cooperation : The President expressed confidence that India-Portugal bilateral 

relations will become even stronger and more comprehensive, benefiting both nations and 

the world at large. 

 

MSRDC Wins SKOCH 2025 Award for Samruddhi Mahamarg 

This recognition was awarded for the successful implementation of the Hindu Hrudaysamrat 

Balasaheb Thackeray Maharashtra Samruddhi Mahamarg project. Dr. Anil Kumar Gaikwad, 

Vice-Chairman and Managing Director of MSRDC, accepted the award during the 100th 

SKOCH Summit at the India Habitat Centre in New Delhi. The Samruddhi Mahamarg is a high-

speed greenfield expressway connecting 392 villages across 26 talukas in 10 districts of 

Maharashtra. This project has significantly reduced travel time between Nagpur and Mumbai 

from 16-18 hours to approximately 7-8 hours. 

Foot notes: 

 Award Recognition: The Maharashtra State Road Development Corporation (MSRDC) 

received the prestigious SKOCH 2025 Award for its flagship project, the Hindu 

Hrudaysamrat Balasaheb Thackeray Maharashtra Samruddhi Mahamarg. 

 Project Impact: The Samruddhi Mahamarg expressway connects 392 villages, enhancing 

connectivity and economic growth in the region, particularly in Vidarbha and 

Marathwada. 

 Award Ceremony: The award was presented to MSRDC Vice Chairman and Managing 

Director, Dr. Anilkumar Gaikwad, at the 100th SKOCH Summit held at the India Habitat 

Centre in New Delhi. 

 Infrastructure Excellence: The project showcases infrastructure excellence, reducing 

travel times and spurring economic development in the region. 

 MSRDC's Achievement: The award is a testament to the dedication and hard work of the 

MSRDC team, recognizing their efforts in successfully implementing the Samruddhi 

Mahamarg project. 

 

Werner Herzog to Receive Golden Lion at Venice Festival 
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Renowned German filmmaker Werner Herzog will be honored with the Golden Lion for 

Lifetime Achievement at the 82nd Venice International Film Festival, scheduled from August 

27 to September 6, 2025. Herzog, aged 81, has an extensive career spanning over six decades, 

during which he has directed, produced, and written approximately 70 films, including notable 

works like "Fitzcarraldo" and "Grizzly Man." In addition to his filmmaking endeavors, he has 

accumulated more than 30 acting credits in film and television. 

Foot notes: 

 Lifetime Achievement: Herzog will be recognized for his contributions to cinema, 

solidifying his status as a master filmmaker. 

 Festival Dates: The 82nd Venice International Film Festival will take place from August 

27 to September 6, 2025. 

 Current Projects: Despite this recognition, Herzog remains active, having recently 

finished a documentary in Africa, "Ghost Elephants," and currently shooting his next 

feature film, "Bucking Fastard," in Ireland. 

 Influential Works: Herzog is known for films like "Aguirre, the Wrath of God," 

"Fitzcarraldo," "Nosferatu the Vampyre," and "Grizzly Man," showcasing his innovative 

storytelling and filmmaking style. 

 Previous Recipients: Past Golden Lion recipients include notable filmmakers and actors 

such as David Cronenberg, Jane Fonda, Julie Andrews, David Lynch, and Pedro 

Almodóvar. 

 

Rajesh Unni Honored With National Maritime Varuna Award 

Captain Rajesh Unni, Founder and Executive Chairman of Synergy Marine Group, was honored 

with the Lifetime Achievement Award at the Informa Marine Fuels 360 Awards in Singapore 

on November 30, 2023. This accolade recognizes his significant contributions to maritime 

technology and his efforts in championing decarbonization within the shipping industry. Under 

his leadership, Synergy Marine Group has expanded its fleet to over 640 vessels and employs 

more than 25,000 seafarers. The company was also named Ship Manager of the Year at the 

same event, praised for its technical performance, sustainability initiatives, and readiness to 

manage net-zero ships. Captain Unni expressed deep gratitude upon receiving the award, 

highlighting Singapore's role as a central hub in Synergy's achievements. 

Foot notes: 

 Rajesh Unni's Contribution: Unni's efforts have significantly advanced the Indian 

maritime sector, focusing on innovation and sustainability through his company, Synergy 

Marine Group. 

 Synergy Marine Group: The company is a leading third-party ship manager for Indian-

flagged vessels, providing comprehensive maritime solutions and managing a fleet of 

vessels. 
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 Award Significance: The award acknowledges professionals who have contributed to the 

growth and development of the maritime industry, highlighting their capacity to lead the 

future of shipping. 

 Event Details: The award was presented on April 5, 2025, during the 62nd National 

Maritime Day celebrations in Mumbai. 

 Industry Impact: This recognition comes as India pushes to modernize its maritime 

infrastructure, with plans to complete 150 critical infrastructure projects and invest in 

digital innovation and sustainability initiatives. 

President Murmu Gets Honorary Doctorate in Slovakia 

President Droupadi Murmu has been conferred with an honorary doctorate by Constantine The 

Philosopher University in Nitra, Slovakia, during the final day of her four-day state visit to 

Slovakia and Portugal. This prestigious recognition celebrates her distinguished career in public 

service, her advocacy for social justice and inclusion, and her contributions to education, 

women's empowerment, and the preservation of cultural and linguistic diversity . She 

emphasized the importance of education in personal and national development, highlighting 

India's commitment to fostering a culture of innovation and global collaboration through 

initiatives like the National Education Policy . 

Foot notes: 

 Honorary Doctorate: President Murmu was conferred with a Doctorate Honoris Causa 

degree by Slovakia's Constantine Philosopher University, recognizing her exceptional 

contributions to public service, social justice, and education. 

 First Visit in 29 Years: This visit marks the first by an Indian president to Slovakia in 

nearly three decades, highlighting growing diplomatic connections between the two 

nations. President Murmu arrived in Slovakia at the invitation of Slovakian President 

Peter Pellegrini. 

 Recognition of Contributions: The university awarded President Murmu the honorary 

degree for her work in public service and governance, advocacy for social justice and 

inclusion, contributions to education, women's empowerment, and preservation and 

promotion of cultural and linguistic diversity. 

 Importance of Education: President Murmu emphasized the transformative power of 

education in reducing societal inequalities, stating that "education is a means not only for 

individual empowerment but for national development as well." 

 Historic Significance: The ceremony was held at Nitra, a historic city in Slovakia, and 

President Murmu expressed her gratitude to the university for the recognition, 

highlighting the role of education in neutralizing societal inequities. 

 

Dr. Ambrish Mithal Conferred with the Prestigious IOF 2025 CSA Medal of Achievement 

Dr. Ambrish Mithal has been honored with the prestigious IOF 2025 CSA Medal of 

Achievement, a significant recognition from the International Osteoporosis Foundation. This 

award celebrates his outstanding contributions to the field of bone health and endocrinology in 
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the Asia-Pacific region. Dr. Mithal has played a pioneering role in advancing awareness, 

diagnosis, and treatment of osteoporosis in India. His research and advocacy have significantly 

influenced public health policies related to bone and mineral disorders. The IOF acknowledged 

his decades-long commitment to improving patient care and promoting medical education. This 

global recognition marks a proud moment for Indian medical professionals and highlights Dr. 

Mithal's lasting impact on global health. 

Foot notes: 

 Award Recognition: The medal honors individuals who have significantly advanced the 

field of osteoporosis through original and outstanding scientific contributions. 

 Dr. Mithal's Contributions: He is recognized for establishing India's first bone density 

measurement service in 1996 and has continuously encouraged bone and mineral 

research in the region. 

 Leadership Roles: Dr. Mithal has chaired the IOF's Nutrition Working Group and led 

the Asia Pacific Audits in 2009 and 2013, shaping global vitamin D guidelines. 

 Awards and Honors: He is a recipient of the Padma Bhushan (2015), IOF President's 

Award (2016), and Dr. B. C. Roy Award (2017) for his contributions to endocrinology. 

 Current Role: Dr. Mithal serves as Group Chairman and Head of the Endocrinology and 

Diabetes Department at Max Health Care in New Delhi. 

 Impact: His work has increased awareness and treatment of bone and mineral disorders, 

and he continues to champion the fight against fragility fractures in India's aging 

population. 

 

AKNU VC Prasanna Sree receives Ratnasinhji Mahida Award 

Prof. Sattupati Prasanna Sree, the Vice-Chancellor of Adikavi Nannaya University (AKNU), 

has been honored with the prestigious Ratnasinhji Mahida Award. This recognition celebrates 

her remarkable contributions to the preservation of endangered tribal languages and her 

pioneering work in linguistics. Prof. Sree has developed scripts for 19 tribal languages, 

including Bhagat, Gadaba, Kolami, and Konda Dora, making her the first woman to achieve 

this significant milestone. Her dedication to academics and research has earned her multiple 

accolades, including the Nari Shakti Puraskar, Best Teacher Award, and Indian Indigenous 

Scripters Award. With an extensive teaching career spanning 38 years, she has actively worked 

on various linguistic and literary reforms. 

Foot notes: 

 Award Recipient: Prof. Prasanna Sree, Vice-Chancellor of Adikavi Nannaya University 

(AKNU), was honored with the prestigious Ratnasinhji Mahida Award. 

 Awarding Body: The award was conferred by the Maharaja Sayajirao University of 

Baroda, recognizing significant contributions in the field of literature and linguistics. 

 Contribution Recognized: Prof. Sree received the award for her notable work in tribal 

and endangered languages, particularly for developing unique scripts for over 20 tribal 

languages in India. 
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 Academic Impact: Her research has played a vital role in preserving indigenous 

knowledge systems and promoting linguistic diversity in the country. 

 National Recognition: This award places AKNU and Prof. Sree on the national 

academic map, acknowledging her dedication to inclusive education and cultural 

preservation. 

 

P. Sivakami Honoured with Verchol Dalit Literary Award 2025 

P. Sivakami, a retired IAS officer and acclaimed Tamil Dalit writer, was honored with the 2025 

Verchol Dalit Literary Award by the Neelam Cultural Centre during the Verchol Literary 

Festival. The award, accompanied by a 1 lakh cash prize, recognizes her significant 

contributions to Dalit literature and activism. In her acceptance speech, Sivakami emphasized 

the importance of Dalit literature in challenging dominant narratives and asserting marginalized 

voices. Filmmaker Pa. Ranjith, who founded the Neelam Cultural Centre, praised Sivakami for 

her consistent assertion of Dalit identity in public spaces. 

Foot notes: 

 Award Details: Sivakami received the award from the Neelam Cultural Centre, founded 

by filmmaker Pa. Ranjith, along with a cash prize of 1 lakh. 

 Significance: The award ceremony was a celebration of literary excellence and a 

powerful reaffirmation of Dalit identity, intellectual agency, and social transformation 

through literature. 

 Sivakami's Perspective: Sivakami emphasized that the award symbolizes not just an 

accolade but also a call to action, highlighting the evolving landscape of Dalit voices in 

contemporary literary circles. 

 Challenges Faced: She acknowledged the inherent challenges and opposition faced by 

Dalit writers, stating that her work has made many enemies, but also created a fear 

among caste Hindus about their domination. 

 Impact: The award ceremony concluded with a sense of shared purpose and solidarity, 

inspiring a renewed sense of urgency and commitment to advancing Dalit literature and 

social justice. 

 

Aamir Khan Honoured at Macau Comedy Festival 2025 

Bollywood actor Aamir Khan was honored at the 2025 Macau International Comedy Festival, 

held in China, where he received the prestigious 'Master Humor Award.' The festival, which 

commenced on April 9, concluded with a panel discussion titled 'Laughter is the Best 

Medicine,' featuring Khan alongside renowned Chinese comedians Shen Teng and Ma Li. 

Khan's participation was particularly significant given the immense popularity of his films in 

China, including 3 Idiots, PK, Dangal, and Secret Superstar, which have garnered critical 

acclaim and substantial box office success in the region. During the event, Khan was 

accompanied by his girlfriend, Gauri Spratt, marking their first public appearance together. The 
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couple captivated attendees with their chemistry, as they posed hand-in-hand on the red carpet, 

dressed in traditional Indian attire. 

Foot notes: 

 Award and Event: Aamir Khan received the 'Master Humor Award' at the Macau 

International Comedy Festival 2025, held from April 9-13, 2025, in Macau, China. 

 Popularity in China: Aamir Khan enjoys massive popularity in China, with his films 

often performing better there than in India. He's affectionately known as "Uncle Mi" by 

Chinese fans. 

 Panel Discussion: Aamir Khan participated in a discussion titled "Laughter is the Best 

Medicine" with Chinese actors Shen Teng and Ma Li, focusing on the future and social 

impact of comedy. 

 Public Appearance: Aamir Khan made his first public appearance with his partner, 

Gauri Spratt, at the festival, sparking widespread attention and admiration from fans. 

 

Meghalaya Honoured with Two UIDAI Awards for Excellence in Aadhaar 

Implementation 

Meghalaya has been honored with two prestigious awards by the Unique Identification 

Authority of India (UIDAI) for its exemplary performance in Aadhaar implementation. The 

state was recognized as the Best Performing State in two key categories: Mandatory Biometric 

Updates (MBUs) for children and Verification of Adult Aadhaar Enrolments. These accolades 

were presented at the Aadhaar Samvaad 2025 event held on April 8 at the Bharat Mandapam 

Convention Centre in New Delhi. Shai Kupar War, the Nodal Officer for Aadhaar from the 

General Administration Department (GAD), accepted the awards on behalf of the state 

government. Dr. Joram Beda, Commissioner and Secretary to the Government of Meghalaya 

and State Nodal Officer for Aadhaar, praised the achievement, attributing it to the dedication of 

the state's Aadhaar team. 

Foot notes: 

 Certificate of Recognition: The UIDAI awarded Meghalaya a Certificate of Recognition 

for its "outstanding contribution to Aadhaar services," acknowledging the state's tireless 

efforts in implementing Aadhaar services. 

 National Level Stakeholder Conference: The awards were presented during the 

National Level Stakeholder Conference - "Aadhaar Samvaad" held in New Delhi on 

April 8, 2025. This conference celebrates innovation, excellence, and collaboration 

among stakeholders across the Aadhaar ecosystem. 

 UIDAI's Appreciation: The UIDAI commended the dedication and efforts of the 

Aadhaar teams at the State, District, and Block levels in Meghalaya, highlighting the 

crucial support provided by the UIDAI Regional Office in Guwahati. 

 Impact on Governance: This recognition reflects Meghalaya's commitment to 

leveraging technology for efficient governance and citizen services, enhancing the state's 

reputation in Aadhaar implementation. 
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 Government's Efforts: The Government of Meghalaya's Personnel & A.R. Department 

played a significant role in achieving this recognition, demonstrating effective 

collaboration with UIDAI. 

 

Reshma Kewalramani honored as one of the 100 most influential people of 2025 by Time 

magazine 

Reshma Kewalramani has been honored as one of the 100 most influential people of 2025 by 

Time magazine. She is recognized for her groundbreaking leadership in the biopharmaceutical 

industry and her contributions to healthcare innovation. As the CEO of Vertex Pharmaceuticals, 

Kewalramani has spearheaded major advancements in treatments for rare diseases. Her vision 

and commitment to patient-centered research have earned widespread admiration. Time praised 

her as a trailblazer who is reshaping the future of medicine. This recognition highlights her 

remarkable impact on both science and society. 

Foot notes: 

 Inclusion in TIME's List: Reshma Kewalramani, CEO of Vertex Pharmaceuticals, has 

been featured in TIME's 2025 list of the 100 most influential people, recognizing her 

leadership and impact in the biotech industry. 

 Indian-Origin Leader: Kewalramani is of Indian origin, having emigrated to the US at 

the age of 11. Her achievement highlights the growing influence of Indian talent on the 

global stage. 

 Trailblazing Achievement: She made history by becoming the first woman to head a 

major biotechnology company in the US, showcasing her exceptional leadership and 

expertise in the field. 

 Global Recognition: Kewalramani's inclusion in the list underscores her contributions to 

science and innovation, which have significantly shaped the world. 

 Diverse List of Influencers: The 2025 list features a wide range of individuals, including 

world leaders like US President Donald Trump and Elon Musk, as well as cultural icons 

like Demi Moore and Serena Williams. 

 

Dr. D. Nageshwar Reddy Honoured with ‘Legends of Endoscopy’ Award in Tokyo 

Dr. D. Nageshwar Reddy, Chairman of AIG Hospitals, has been honored with the prestigious 

'Legends of Endoscopy' award by Japanese gastroenterologists, recognizing his lifetime 

contributions to gastrointestinal (GI) endoscopy. He is the first Indian gastroenterologist to 

receive this international accolade, which was presented during the Tokyo Live Global 

Endoscopy 2025 event at Showa University Hospital in Tokyo. During the event, Dr. Reddy 

performed live demonstrations of complex endoscopic procedures, showcasing advanced 

techniques for managing challenging biliary and pancreatic cases. Dr. Haruhiro Inoue, Professor 

and Chairman of the Digestive Diseases Center at Showa University, lauded Dr. Reddy's 

innovations, particularly the development of the Nagi stent, which has significantly improved 

patient outcomes in difficult clinical scenarios. 
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Foot notes: 

 Padma Shri and Padma Bhushan: He was awarded the Padma Shri in 2002 and the 

Padma Bhushan in 2016, two of India's highest civilian honors, for his outstanding 

contributions to medicine. 

 Master Endoscopist Award: Dr. Reddy received the Master Endoscopist Award from 

the American Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE) in 2009, considered the 

"Nobel Prize of Endoscopy". 

 International Service Award: He was honored with the International Service Award by 

the American Society of Gastroenterology in 2011. 

 World Gastroenterology Organization Award: Dr. Reddy received the highest award 

from the World Gastroenterology Organization in 2013, recognizing his contributions to 

the field of gastroenterology. 

 Honorary Memberships: He has been elected as an honorary member of several 

prestigious societies, including the American Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy and 

the Philippines Society of Gastroenterology. 

 

AGREEMENT & MOU NEWS 
DARPG and Bhashini Collaborate for a Multimodal, Multilingual Grievance Redressal 

System 

The Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances (DARPG) has partnered 

with Bhashini to develop a multimodal, multilingual grievance redressal system. This initiative 

aims to enhance citizen engagement by allowing grievance submission in multiple languages 

and formats, including voice and text. The system leverages AI and Natural Language 

Processing (NLP) to ensure efficient handling and resolution of complaints. It will improve 

accessibility for non-English speakers, making grievance redressal more inclusive and user-

friendly. This collaboration marks a significant step toward digital governance and linguistic 

inclusivity in public service delivery. 

Foot notes: 

 Multimodal Interface: Citizens can use voice commands in their regional language to 

lodge grievances, enhancing ease of accessibility and navigation on the CPGRAMS 

portal. 

 Improved Governance: This collaboration aims to create a more efficient, accessible, 

and responsive governance system for citizens. 

 Enhanced Citizen Engagement: The integration of Bhashini with CPGRAMS marks a 

significant milestone in AI-powered, multilingual citizen engagement. 

 Expected Launch: The new system is expected to go live by July 2025. 

 Grievance Redressal: Between November 2022 and February 2025, over 56 lakh 

grievances were redressed through the CPGRAMS. 
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MoU signed between Ministry of Labour & Employment and Swiggy 

The Ministry of Labour & Employment signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with 

Swiggy to enhance employment opportunities in India's gig economy. This collaboration aims 

to integrate Swiggy's verified delivery and logistics job listings into the National Career Service 

(NCS) portal through API-based integration, facilitating real-time job postings and seamless 

application tracking. The initiative is expected to mobilize over 1.2 million job opportunities 

across urban and semi-urban areas over the next two to three years, with a focus on inclusive 

hiring for youth and women. Union Labour Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya highlighted the 

NCS portal's role in workforce mobilization, noting its database of over 1.25 crore active job 

seekers and 40 lakh registered employers. 

Foot notes: 

 Partnership Details: The Ministry of Labour & Employment and Swiggy signed a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on April 15, 2025, to enhance gig and logistics 

employment opportunities through the National Career Service (NCS) portal. 

 Job Creation Goal: The partnership aims to create over 12 lakh job opportunities in the 

next 2-3 years, focusing on inclusive hiring and promoting employment for youth, 

women, and individuals seeking flexible work. 

 NCS Portal Integration: Swiggy will integrate its gig opportunities, including delivery, 

logistics, and support roles, onto the NCS portal, ensuring real-time job postings and 

seamless application tracking for users. 

 Key Features: The MoU emphasizes inclusive hiring, structured onboarding processes, 

digital empowerment, and awareness of worker welfare schemes, providing a one-stop 

solution for employment, skilling, and counselling. 

 Government Vision: The partnership aligns with the government's initiative to 

collaborate with private organizations to bridge gaps in the labour market, fostering an 

enabling ecosystem for India's diverse workforce. 

 

Maharashtra Signs MoU with IBM for AI Transformation 

The Maharashtra government has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with IBM to 

drive AI transformation across the state. This partnership aims to leverage artificial intelligence 

to improve public services, education, and healthcare. IBM will provide expertise, training, and 

technological support to help Maharashtra become a leader in AI adoption. The initiative is 

expected to create new job opportunities and enhance digital skills among the youth. State 

officials expressed optimism that the collaboration would accelerate innovation and economic 

growth. This MoU marks a significant step toward Maharashtra’s vision of becoming a 

technology-driven economy. 

Foot notes: 

 AI Centers: Three AI centers will be established in Mumbai, Pune, and Nagpur, focusing 

on geographic analysis, forensic science infrastructure, and advanced AI research, 
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respectively. These centers will serve as hubs for training government employees and 

students in AI, cloud computing, and cybersecurity. 

 Key Objectives: The partnership aims to make public service delivery more effective, 

faster, and citizen-centric by leveraging AI, hybrid cloud, data analytics, cybersecurity, 

and automation. The initiative will also promote the adoption of AI and automation in the 

industrial sector to boost productivity and competitiveness. 

 Training and Capacity Building: Government employees and students will receive 

specialized training in AI, cybersecurity, and cloud technologies through IBM's training 

platforms. This will equip Maharashtra's workforce with future-ready skills and enhance 

the state's digital capabilities. 

 

India signed an Agreement with IBCA 

India has signed a Headquarters Agreement with the International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA), 

establishing the country as the official host for the alliance's headquarters and secretariat . The 

IBCA, launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in April 2023 during the 50th anniversary of 

Project Tiger, aims to conserve seven major big cat species: tiger, lion, leopard, snow leopard, 

puma, jaguar, and cheetah . The agreement includes provisions for visas, privileges, and 

immunities for IBCA personnel, as well as India's commitment to provide 150 crore in funding 

over five years to support the alliance's operations . As of January 23, 2025, the IBCA has 

become a full-fledged treaty-based intergovernmental organization, with India, Nicaragua, 

Eswatini, Somalia, and Liberia as its founding members. 

Foot notes: 

 Purpose: The agreement enables IBCA to function effectively and meet its long-term 

conservation goals for seven big cat species: Tiger, Lion, Leopard, Snow Leopard, 

Cheetah, Jaguar, and Puma. 

 Financial Support: The Government of India will provide financial assistance of 150 

crore to IBCA over five years (2023-2028) to create a corpus, develop infrastructure, and 

cover recurring expenditures. 

 Key Provisions: The agreement includes provisions related to visas, privileges, and 

immunities for IBCA personnel, premises, and supplementary agreements. 

 IBCA's Launch: The International Big Cat Alliance was launched by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi on April 9, 2023, during the 50th anniversary of Project Tiger, and 

became a treaty-based intergovernmental organization on January 23, 2025. 

 Global Cooperation: The agreement underscores India's leadership and commitment to 

global wildlife conservation, promoting international collaboration for the conservation 

of big cats. 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS NEWS 
Odisha Day (Utkal Divas) observed on April 1st 
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Odisha Day, also known as Utkal Divas, is observed annually on April 1st to commemorate the 

formation of the state of Odisha on April 1, 1936. This day marks Odisha’s recognition as a 

separate state, based on its linguistic identity, from the Bihar and Orissa Province during British 

rule. Odisha, historically known as Kalinga and Utkala, is famous for its rich cultural heritage, 

ancient temples, classical dance (Odissi), and historical landmarks like the Konark Sun Temple 

and the Jagannath Temple in Puri. 

Foot notes: 

 Historical Significance: Odisha was part of the Bihar and Orissa province, but after 

decades of struggle, it was announced as an independent state on April 1, 1936. 

 Cultural Celebrations: The day is marked by cultural programs, parades, and flag 

hoisting ceremonies across the state ¹. People also organize cultural events, including 

music and dance performances, to showcase the rich heritage of Odisha. 

 Leadership and Struggle: The struggle for a separate Odisha state was led by prominent 

leaders like Utkala Gouraba Madhusudan Das, Utkala mani Gopabandhu Das, and 

Maharaja SriRam Chandra Bhanj Deo. 

 Current Celebrations: Today, Odisha Day is celebrated with great enthusiasm across 

the state, with thousands of stores and Jhankis (tableaux) making the festival more 

vibrant. 

 Renaming of the State: In 2011, the Lok Sabha passed the Orissa Bill and Constitution 

Bill (113rd amendment) to rename the state from Orissa to Odisha. 

 

World Autism Awareness Day observed on April 2nd 

World Autism Awareness Day is observed annually on April 2nd to raise awareness about 

autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The day promotes understanding, inclusion, and support for 

individuals with autism and their families. Various organizations and communities worldwide 

conduct events, campaigns, and discussions to highlight the challenges and strengths of people 

with autism. The United Nations established this observance in 2007 to encourage early 

diagnosis, research, and policies for better support systems. The theme for each year focuses on 

different aspects of autism awareness and advocacy. 

Foot notes: 

 United Nations Recognition: The United Nations General Assembly designated April 2 

as World Autism Awareness Day in 2007 to promote awareness and encourage member 

nations to support research and programs for autistic individuals. 

 Raising Awareness: The day aims to raise public awareness of autism, a 

neurodevelopmental disorder that affects communication, social interaction, and 

behavior. 

 Promoting Acceptance and Inclusion: World Autism Awareness Day promotes 

acceptance and inclusion of people with autism, encouraging societies to provide equal 

opportunities and support for autistic individuals. 
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 2025 Theme: The theme for World Autism Awareness Day 2025 is "Advancing 

Neurodiversity and the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)". 

 Importance of Awareness: Raising awareness about autism is crucial to promote early 

detection, intervention, and support for autistic individuals, ultimately improving their 

quality of life. 

 

Independent Artist Day observed on April 3rd 

Independent Artist Day is celebrated annually on April 3rd to honor the contributions of 

independent artists across various creative fields. Established in 2022 by Minted, a design 

goods marketplace, the day recognizes the unique perspectives and creativity that indie artists 

bring to the art world. It serves as a reminder of the importance of supporting artists who 

operate outside traditional institutions, fostering innovation and diversity in cultural 

expressions. Individuals can observe this day by discovering new artists, attending local art 

shows, sharing artists' work on social media, and engaging in their own creative endeavors. By 

participating in these activities, the public helps sustain the vibrant ecosystem of independent 

artistry, ensuring that diverse voices continue to enrich our cultural landscape. 

Foot notes: 

 Celebration: On this day, independent artists from various fields, including music, film, 

visual arts, and literature, come together to showcase their talents, share their 

experiences, and connect with like-minded individuals. 

 History: The origins of Independent Artist Day are unclear, but it is believed to have 

started in the early 2000s as a grassroots movement to promote independent art and 

culture. 

 Global Participation: Independent Artist Day is celebrated globally, with events, 

exhibitions, and performances taking place in various cities and countries. 

 Social Media Campaigns: To raise awareness and promote independent art, social media 

campaigns are organized using hashtags such as #IndependentArtistDay, 

#SupportIndependentArtists, and #IndieArt.  

 

National Maritime Day observed on 4th April 

National Maritime Day is observed in India on 4th April every year to commemorate the 

country's rich maritime heritage and honor the contributions of the shipping sector. The day 

marks the sailing of India’s first commercial vessel, SS Loyalty, from Mumbai to London on 

April 5, 1919. Celebrated since 1964, the occasion highlights the importance of maritime trade 

and the role of seafarers in the nation's economy. Various events, including seminars, award 

ceremonies, and awareness campaigns, are organized to acknowledge the efforts of maritime 

professionals. The theme for this year focused on sustainability and innovation in the shipping 

industry. National Maritime Day serves as a reminder of India’s growing stature as a key player 

in global maritime trade. 

Foot notes: 
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 Historical Significance: National Maritime Day commemorates the maiden voyage of 

the first Indian-owned merchant vessel, SS Loyalty, which sailed from Bombay to 

London on April 5, 1919. 

 Maritime Heritage: This day recognizes India's rich maritime heritage and its significant 

contribution to the global maritime industry. 

 Theme and Celebrations: Each year, National Maritime Day is celebrated with a 

specific theme, and various events are organized across the country to promote awareness 

about India's maritime industry. 

 Importance of Maritime Industry: The maritime industry plays a vital role in India's 

economy, with the country having a long coastline and a significant portion of its trade 

happening through sea routes. 

 Global Connections: India's maritime industry is closely linked with the global 

economy, and National Maritime Day serves as a reminder of the country's commitment 

to safe, secure, and sustainable maritime trade. 

 

National Maritime Day observed on 5th April 

India observed its 62nd National Maritime Day on April 5, 2025, commemorating the historic 

voyage of the SS Loyalty, the first Indian-owned steamship, which sailed from Mumbai to 

London on April 5, 1919. This milestone marked India's entry into international shipping, 

breaking the British monopoly in maritime trade. The 2025 theme, "Prosperous Seas – 

Developed India and Youth for Blue Economy and Green Growth," emphasizes the importance 

of sustainable maritime development and the role of youth in fostering innovation within the 

blue economy. Union Minister for Ports, Shipping, and Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal, 

highlighted the transformative era of India's maritime sector, driven by advancements in port 

infrastructure and a focus on sustainable shipping practices. 

Foot notes: 

 Commemoration: The day commemorates the maiden voyage of SS Loyalty in 1919, 

marking India's entry into international shipping and breaking British dominance in 

maritime trade. 

 Significance: National Maritime Day recognizes the maritime sector's contribution to 

India's economy and trade, with 95% of the country's trade volume and 70% of trade 

value dependent on maritime transport. 

 Celebrations: The day is celebrated with award ceremonies, workshops, seminars, port 

visits, and educational programs focused on maritime security, sustainability, and 

technological advancements. 

 Government Initiatives: Key initiatives like Maritime India Vision 2030 and the 

Sagarmala Programme aim to improve port infrastructure, shipbuilding, and coastal trade, 

enhancing India's global maritime presence. 
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 Awards and Recognition: The "NMD Award of Excellence" is presented to individuals 

who have significantly contributed to India's maritime industry, acknowledging their hard 

work and dedication. 

 

World Health Day observed on April 7th 

World Health Day is observed annually on April 7th to commemorate the founding of the 

World Health Organization (WHO) in 1948. Each year, the day highlights a specific health 

theme of global importance. In 2025, the theme is "Healthy Beginnings, Hopeful Futures," 

focusing on maternal and newborn health. This initiative aims to encourage governments and 

health organizations to intensify efforts to reduce preventable maternal and infant deaths and to 

promote the long-term well-being of mothers and their children. According to WHO, 

approximately 300,000 women die annually due to pregnancy or childbirth complications, and 

over 2 million babies die within their first month of life. The 2025 campaign seeks to address 

these challenges by advocating for improved healthcare services and support systems for 

mothers and newborns. 

Foot notes: 

 Global Celebrations: Events and activities are organized worldwide, including health 

fairs, seminars, workshops, and campaigns, to raise awareness and promote action on 

global health issues. 

 WHO's Role: The World Health Organization plays a crucial role in coordinating global 

health efforts, providing technical assistance, and setting standards for health care. 

 Health for All: World Health Day emphasizes the importance of ensuring access to 

quality health care for everyone, regardless of their background, location, or socio-

economic status. 

 Key Health Issues: The day highlights pressing global health concerns, such as infectious 

diseases, non-communicable diseases, mental health, and climate change. 

 Call to Action: World Health Day serves as a call to action, encouraging governments, 

organizations, and individuals to work together to address health challenges and promote 

a healthier, more equitable world. 

 

International Pageant Day observed on April 8th 

International Pageant Day is celebrated annually on April 8th to honor women worldwide who 

participate in beauty pageants. Established in 2018, this observance recognizes the dedication 

and hard work of contestants who showcase not only their physical beauty but also their 

intelligence, talent, and commitment to various causes. The day serves to encourage young 

women to consider the personal and professional growth opportunities that pageantry can offer. 

Activities on this day may include attending local pageants, supporting contestants, or watching 

films that highlight the pageant experience. 

Foot notes: 
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 Purpose: The day encourages young women to participate in pageants, highlighting their 

benefits, such as developing confidence, self-discipline, and social connections. 

 Global Reach: International pageants like Miss World, Miss Universe, Miss International, 

and Miss Earth have become prominent, providing opportunities for women to showcase 

their talents and advocate for causes. 

 Benefits: Participating in pageants can lead to scholarships, modeling opportunities, and 

career advancement, while also promoting cultural understanding and exchange. 

 Celebrations: To mark the occasion, people can watch pageant-themed movies, learn 

about current beauty queens, or attend local pageants. 

 Inspiring Women: The day acknowledges the hard work and dedication of women 

competing in pageants, promoting a positive and empowering environment for self-

expression. 

 

World Homeopathy Day observed on April 10th 

World Homeopathy Day is observed every year on April 10th to commemorate the birth 

anniversary of Dr. Samuel Hahnemann, the founder of homeopathy. The day aims to raise 

awareness about the benefits of homeopathic medicine and its role in holistic healthcare. In 

2025, the theme focused on integrating homeopathy with modern medical practices to enhance 

public health outcomes. Various seminars, awareness drives, and medical camps were 

organized across India and globally to promote scientific research and education in the field. 

The Ministry of AYUSH in India also marked the occasion by highlighting successful 

homeopathy case studies and launching new initiatives. World Homeopathy Day serves as a 

reminder of the growing acceptance of alternative medicine in addressing both chronic and 

acute health conditions. 

Foot notes: 

 Dr. Hahnemann's Legacy: Born on April 10, 1755, Dr. Hahnemann is considered the 

visionary founder of homeopathy, which is now practiced globally, with India having the 

largest number of homeopathic doctors. 

 Global Recognition: Homeopathy is recognized as a system of medicine in countries like 

the US, UK, Germany, and France, with a significant following in India, where over 10 

crore people rely on it. 

 History: The first homeopathic hospital opened in Europe in 1832, and the system gained 

popularity during the cholera epidemic in Europe in the 1830s. 

 Practices: Homeopathic practitioners recommend avoiding strong-tasting foods and 

drinks during treatment to ensure effective absorption of medication. 

 Awareness Campaigns: Various events and awareness campaigns are organized globally 

to educate people about homeopathy's benefits and science, promoting holistic and 

natural healing. 

 

World Parkinson’s Day is observed on April 11 
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World Parkinson’s Day is observed annually on April 11 to raise awareness about Parkinson’s 

disease and support those affected by it. This date marks the birth anniversary of Dr. James 

Parkinson, who first described the condition in 1817. The day is dedicated to promoting 

research, spreading knowledge, and advocating for better care and treatment for patients. 

Organizations and communities worldwide host events, seminars, and campaigns to highlight 

the challenges faced by those living with Parkinson’s. The red tulip, symbolizing hope and 

solidarity, is commonly associated with this global observance. 

Foot notes: 

 Awareness: World Parkinson's Day highlights the global rise in Parkinson's cases, early 

symptoms like tremors and rigidity, and the importance of exercise and medication 

management in controlling symptoms. 

 Global Events: Various events and campaigns are organized worldwide, including walks, 

runs, and fundraising activities to support research and awareness. 

 Support: The day emphasizes the need to support people living with Parkinson's, 

providing resources like counseling, educational programs, and neurological nurses. 

 Research: It's an opportunity to drive research and funding towards finding a cure and 

improving treatment options for Parkinson's disease. 

 Community Engagement: People can get involved by sharing their stories, donating to 

organizations, and spreading awareness on social media using hashtags like 

#WorldParkinsonsDay. 

 
World Art Day observed on 15th April 

World Art Day is celebrated annually on April 15 to honor the birthday of Leonardo da Vinci, 

symbolizing creativity, freedom of expression, and multiculturalism . Established in 2012 by 

the International Association of Art (IAA), the day aims to promote awareness of creative 

activity worldwide . In 2024, the theme was ―A Garden of Expression: Cultivating Community 

Through Art,‖ emphasizing art's role in uniting communities and fostering shared experiences . 

UNESCO encourages participation through activities like exhibitions, workshops, and cultural 

events to highlight art's contribution to sustainable development and inclusive education . 

World Art Day serves as a reminder of art's power to inspire, heal, and connect people across 

cultures. 

Foot notes: 

 Initiation: The International Association of Art (IAA) declared April 15 as World Art 

Day at its 17th General Assembly in Guadalajara, Mexico, in 2011. The first World Art 

Day was observed on April 15, 2012. 

 UNESCO Partnership: The celebration is supported by UNESCO, which proclaimed 

World Art Day at its 40th General Conference in 2019. UNESCO aims to promote 

artistic expressions, cultural diversity, and arts education through this observance. 
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 Global Celebrations: World Art Day is celebrated globally with various events, 

including debates, conferences, workshops, cultural events, and exhibitions. These events 

highlight the importance of art in shaping society and promoting cultural understanding. 

 Artistic Expressions: The day emphasizes the diversity of artistic expressions and the 

role of artists in sustainable development. It encourages greater awareness and 

appreciation of art's contribution to society. 

 

World Hemophilia Day observed on April 17th 

World Hemophilia Day is observed every year on April 17th to raise awareness about 

hemophilia and other bleeding disorders. The day honors the birthday of Frank Schnabel, the 

founder of the World Federation of Hemophilia. Various events, educational campaigns, and 

blood donation drives are organized globally to mark the occasion. This year’s theme 

emphasizes the importance of access to treatment for all individuals living with bleeding 

disorders. Healthcare organizations and patient groups use the day to advocate for better 

diagnosis, care, and research. World Hemophilia Day serves as a reminder of the need for 

continued efforts to support those affected and improve their quality of life. 

Foot notes: 

 Theme for 2025: The theme is "Access for All: Women and Girls Bleed Too", 

highlighting the need for better diagnosis and treatment for women and girls with 

bleeding disorders, who often remain underdiagnosed and underserved. 

 Purpose: World Hemophilia Day aims to raise awareness about hemophilia and other 

bleeding disorders, promote early recognition, accurate diagnosis, effective treatment, 

and compassionate care to elevate the quality of life for those affected. 

 Awareness and Support: To support the cause, individuals can share their stories on 

social media, wear red to show solidarity, spread awareness about bleeding disorders in 

women and girls, and donate to organizations that fund research and programs for those 

affected. 

 

World Heritage Day observed on 18th April 

World Heritage Day, also known as the International Day for Monuments and Sites, is observed 

annually on April 18 to raise awareness about the importance of preserving cultural and natural 

heritage. In India, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) marked the occasion by offering 

free entry to all ASI-protected monuments nationwide, encouraging public engagement with the 

country's rich cultural legacy . Globally, initiatives like the Sonic Heritage project by Cities and 

Memory were launched, featuring 270 audio recordings of UNESCO-designated sites and 

cultural practices, aiming to capture and preserve the auditory essence of heritage . 

Foot notes: 

 Theme 2024: The theme for World Heritage Day 2024 was "Discover and Experience 

the Richness of Cultural Diversity," highlighting the importance of cultural heritage in 

shaping identities and communities. 
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 Purpose: The day aims to promote awareness about the importance of cultural heritage, 

encourage participation in its preservation, and recognize the diversity of cultural 

expressions across the globe. 

 UNESCO's Role: The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) plays a significant role in promoting and protecting cultural and natural 

heritage sites worldwide, designating World Heritage Sites that are recognized for their 

outstanding universal value. 

 Celebrations: World Heritage Day is marked through various events, including 

exhibitions, guided tours, lectures, and cultural performances, showcasing the richness 

and diversity of cultural heritage. 

 

OBITUARY NEWS 
Former England Bowler Peter Lever passed away 

Former England fast bowler Peter Lever has passed away, leaving behind a legacy in cricket. 

Lever, who played for England in the 1960s and 1970s, was known for his swing bowling and 

contributions to the team’s pace attack. He represented England in 17 Test matches and 10 

ODIs, taking crucial wickets with his sharp bowling skills. Apart from his international career, 

he had a successful domestic stint with Lancashire, playing a key role in their bowling unit. His 

passing marks the loss of a respected cricketer who made a lasting impact on the game. 

Foot notes: 

 International Career: Lever played 17 Test matches and 10 One-Day Internationals 

(ODIs) for England, taking 41 wickets in Tests and 11 wickets in ODIs. 

 Infamous Delivery: Lever is also remembered for a delivery that injured New Zealand 

batsman Ewen Chatfield in 1975, which required on-field resuscitation. 

 Domestic Career: Lever played for Lancashire, taking nearly 1,000 wickets in first-class 

cricket, including 796 wickets in 301 matches. 

 Coaching Career: He later became England's bowling coach under Ray Illingworth. 

 Awards and Recognition: Lever was inducted into the Lancashire Hall of Fame in 2023. 

 

Richard Chamberlain, Star of ‘Dr. Kildare’ and Miniseries Icon, passed away 

Richard Chamberlain, the renowned actor best known for his role in "Dr. Kildare", has passed 

away. A celebrated star of television and miniseries, Chamberlain gained widespread fame in 

the 1960s as the charming Dr. James Kildare. He later became a miniseries icon with acclaimed 

performances in "Shōgun," "The Thorn Birds," and "Centennial." His versatility and charisma 

made him a household name, earning him multiple awards and a dedicated fan following. 

Chamberlain’s passing marks the end of an era for classic television and Hollywood 

storytelling. 

Foot notes: 
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 Breakthrough Role: Chamberlain's breakthrough came in 1961 when he starred as the 

compassionate young doctor in NBC's medical drama "Dr. Kildare," earning him a 

Golden Globe Award . 

 Miniseries Icon: Chamberlain became known as the "King of the Miniseries" due to his 

performances in epic television productions, including "Centennial" (1978), "Shogun" 

(1980), and "The Thorn Birds" (1983). 

 Awards and Legacy: Chamberlain won three Golden Globe Awards and was nominated 

for four Emmy Awards throughout his career. He also appeared on Broadway and in film, 

showcasing his versatility as an actor. 

 Personal Life: Chamberlain publicly acknowledged his homosexuality in his 2003 

autobiography, "Shattered Love". He is survived by his longtime partner, Martin Rabbett. 

 

Veteran Actor Manoj Kumar passed away 

Veteran Bollywood actor Manoj Kumar has sadly passed away, leaving behind a remarkable 

legacy in Indian cinema. Known for his patriotic roles and impactful storytelling, he was 

affectionately referred to as "Bharat Kumar" for his contributions to films that celebrated Indian 

values and nationalism. Manoj Kumar starred in and directed several iconic films such as 

Upkar, Purab Aur Paschim, Roti Kapda Aur Makaan, and Kranti. His work earned him 

numerous accolades, including the Padma Shri and the Dadasaheb Phalke Award for lifetime 

achievement. With a career spanning over four decades, he not only entertained audiences but 

also inspired generations through socially relevant cinema. His passing marks the end of an era, 

and he will be fondly remembered as a true legend of Indian film. 

Foot notes: 

 Early Life: Manoj Kumar was born Harikrishna Giri Goswami on July 24, 1937, in 

Abbottabad, Pakistan. 

 Career: He began his acting career in 1957 with the film Fashion and gained recognition 

with Kanch Ki Gudiya (1961). 

 Patriotic Films: Manoj Kumar was known for his patriotic films, earning him the 

nickname "Bharat Kumar". 

 Awards and Recognition: He received the Padma Shri in 1992 and the Dada Saheb 

Phalke Award in 2016 for his outstanding contribution to Indian cinema. 

Veteran Actor Ravikumar passed away 

Veteran Tamil and Malayalam actor Ravikumar Menon passed away on April 4, 2025, at the 

age of 71, in Chennai. He had been undergoing treatment for lung cancer at Prashanth Hospital 

in Velachery. Born in Thrissur, Kerala, Ravikumar began his film career with the Malayalam 

movie 'Lakshaprabhu' in 1968 and went on to act in over 100 films across Malayalam and 

Tamil cinema during the 1970s and 1980s. He was known for his versatility, portraying both 

lead and antagonist roles, and also appeared in several television serials. His contributions to 

South Indian cinema have left a lasting legacy. The funeral was scheduled for Saturday, April 5, 

2025, in Chennai. 
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Foot notes: 

 Early Life and Career: Born in Thrissur, Kerala, to renowned film producer KMK Menon 

and celebrated actress Bharathi Menon, Ravikumar was destined for the silver screen. He 

began his acting journey with the 1968 Malayalam film "Lakshaprabhu". 

 Notable Roles: Ravikumar's versatility shone brightly in films like "Ullasa Yaathra" 

(1975), "Avargal" (1977), "Allauddinum Albhutha Vilakkum", "Aarattu", "CBI 5: The 

Brain", and "Veetla Vishesham". He seamlessly transitioned between Malayalam and 

Tamil cinema. 

 Collaborations and Legacy: Ravikumar worked with industry stalwarts like Mohanlal, 

Mammootty, Rajinikanth, Kamal Haasan, and K. Balachander, showcasing his dynamic 

range as an actor. His contributions to Indian cinema have left an indelible mark. 

 Television Career: In addition to his film work, Ravikumar made significant 

contributions to television, debuting with the series "Iyandhira Paravai" in 1997 and later 

appearing in "Jannal: Marabu Kavithaigal" and "Kannedhirey Thondrinal". 

 

Hollywood Icon Val Kilmer passed away 

Val Kilmer, the esteemed actor celebrated for his roles in films like "Top Gun," "Batman 

Forever," and "The Doors," passed away on April 1, 2025, at the age of 65. His daughter, 

Mercedes Kilmer, confirmed that the cause of death was pneumonia. Kilmer had previously 

battled throat cancer, diagnosed in 2014, which led to significant health challenges, including 

multiple tracheotomies that affected his voice. Despite these obstacles, he continued to engage 

with his passion for acting, making a poignant return as Iceman in the 2022 film "Top Gun: 

Maverick." Throughout his career, Kilmer was known for his intense dedication to his craft, 

earning a reputation as both a versatile and complex performer.  

Foot notes: 

 Early Life: Born on December 31, 1959, in Los Angeles, California, Kilmer grew up in 

Chatsworth and attended Hollywood Professional School before being admitted to 

Juilliard's drama division. 

 Career Challenges: Kilmer faced health issues after being diagnosed with throat cancer in 

201 and subsequently lost part of his vocal capability. Despite this, he continued acting, 

leveraging advancements in technology to aid his performances. 

 Notable Comeback: Kilmer made a successful return to the film industry with his role in 

Top Gun: Maverick (2021), reprising his iconic character Iceman. 

 Legacy: Throughout his career, Kilmer demonstrated his versatility as an actor, taking on 

diverse roles and earning recognition for his talent and dedication. 

 Tributes: The Hollywood community has paid tribute to Kilmer, with notable figures like 

Michael Mann, Francis Ford Coppola, Nicolas Cage, and Cher honoring his memory and 

contributions to the film industry. 

 

Ram Sahay Pandey Folk Dancer passed away 
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Renowned Rai folk dancer Ram Sahay Pandey passed away on April 8, 2025, at the age of 92 in 

Sagar district, Madhya Pradesh, following a prolonged illness. Born on March 11, 1933, in 

Maddhar Patha village, Pandey dedicated his life to popularizing the Rai dance, a traditional art 

form of the Bundelkhand region. Over his six-decade-long career, he performed in more than 

100 events across 18 countries, earning international acclaim. In recognition of his significant 

contributions to the arts, he was awarded the Padma Shri, India's fourth-highest civilian honor, 

in 2022. Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan Yadav expressed deep sorrow over Pandey's 

demise, highlighting his role in bringing global recognition to Bundelkhand's folk art. Pandey is 

survived by his wife and son. 

Foot notes: 

 Legendary Folk Dancer: Pandey was a master of Rai folk dance, which he elevated from 

a stigmatized art form to a globally recognized tradition. 

 Breaking Social Barriers: Born into a farming Brahmin family, Pandey defied societal 

norms by practicing Rai dance, traditionally performed by the marginalized Bedia 

community. 

 Awards and Recognition: He received the prestigious Padma Shri award in 2022 and the 

title 'Nritya Shiromani' in 1980 for his contributions to folk art. 

 International Performances: Pandey represented India on global stages, performing in 

Japan (1984) and Dubai (2006), and founded the Bundelkhandi Lok Nritya Natya Kala 

Parishad to promote regional culture. 

 

Dadi Ratan Mohini, Brahma Kumaris Leader, passed away 

Rajyogini Dadi Ratan Mohini, the esteemed head of the Prajapita Brahma Kumaris Ishwariya 

Vishwavidyalaya, passed away on April 8, 2025, at the age of 101. Born on March 25, 1925, in 

Hyderabad, Sindh (now in Pakistan), she dedicated her life to spiritual service, joining the 

Brahma Kumaris at the age of 13. Her leadership was marked by unwavering commitment to 

spreading peace, love, and enlightenment. Dadi Ratan Mohini's passing elicited condolences 

from prominent figures, including President Droupadi Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, who acknowledged her profound impact on countless lives. Her final rites were 

scheduled for April 10 at the organization's headquarters in Shantivan, Abu Road, Rajasthan. 

Her legacy continues to inspire spiritual seekers worldwide. 

Foot notes: 

 Joining Brahma Kumaris: At just 13, she joined the Brahma Kumaris, marking the 

beginning of her lifelong commitment to spiritual service and promoting peace and 

values globally. 

 Leadership Role: In 2021, she took on a key administrative role, guiding the organization 

with her wisdom and experience. 

 Global Impact: As a respected spiritual leader, Dadi Ratan Mohini traveled extensively, 

sharing her insights and promoting spiritual consciousness on international platforms like 

the World Peace Summit. 
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 Tributes: Rajasthan Governor Haribhau Bagde and Chief Minister Bhajanlal Sharma 

condoled her passing, acknowledging her significant contributions to the spiritual world. 

 Funeral Arrangements: Her mortal remains were taken to the Brahma Kumaris' 

international headquarters in Abu Road, Rajasthan, for final darshan. 

 

Former Tamil Nadu Congress president Kumari Ananthan passed away 

Veteran Congress leader Kumari Ananthan passed away in Chennai on April 9, 2025, at the age 

of 93 due to age-related illness. A prominent figure in Tamil Nadu politics, he served as a 

Member of Parliament from Nagercoil in 1977 and was elected to the state assembly five times. 

Ananthan was renowned for his advocacy of the Tamil language, notably becoming one of the 

first to address Parliament in Tamil. He was the father of BJP leader and former Telangana 

Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan, and his family includes other political figures such as his 

nephew Vijay Vasanth, the current MP from Kanyakumari. Leaders across the political 

spectrum, including Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. 

Stalin, paid tribute to his contributions to public service and Tamil culture. 

Foot notes: 

 Member of the Legislative Assembly, representing various constituencies, including 

Thiruvottiyur, Radhapuram, and Sathankulam 

 Founded the Gandhi Kamaraj National Congress and Thondar Congress, although both 

parties eventually merged with the Indian National Congress 

 Married to Krishnakumari, with a daughter, Tamilisai Soundararajan, who is the current 

Governor of Telangana and Puducherry 

 Remembered for his service to society and passion for Tamil Nadu's progress, as well as 

efforts to popularize Tamil language and culture. 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi expressed deep grief over his passing, acknowledging his 

contributions to society and Tamil Nadu's progress. 

Ex-Real Madrid Coach Leo Beenhakker passed away 

Leo Beenhakker, the esteemed Dutch football coach, passed away on April 10, 2025, at the age 

of 82. Over a distinguished career spanning five decades, he managed top clubs and national 

teams, leaving an indelible mark on the sport. At Real Madrid, he secured three consecutive La 

Liga titles from 1986 to 1989, along with a Copa del Rey and two Supercopa de España 

victories, earning him the nickname "Don Leo" . His domestic success also included Eredivisie 

titles with Ajax in 1980 and 1990, and with Feyenoord in 1999 . Internationally, Beenhakker led 

the Netherlands at the 1990 World Cup and guided Trinidad and Tobago to their first-ever 

World Cup appearance in 2006 . Tributes have poured in from clubs and players worldwide, 

honoring his visionary leadership and lasting contributions to football. 

Foot notes: 

 Career Highlights: Beenhakker had a storied career spanning decades and continents, 

managing numerous clubs in Europe and Mexico, as well as several national teams. 
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 Real Madrid Tenure: He led Real Madrid between 1986 and 1989, and in 1992, 

winning three LaLiga titles, one Copa del Rey, and two Spanish Super Cups during his 

tenure. 

 Tactical Brilliance: Beenhakker was known for his tactical brilliance, charismatic 

personality, and global football influence, leaving a profound impact on clubs and 

national teams. 

 Quinta del Buitre Era: He oversaw the iconic "Quinta del Buitre" era at Real Madrid, 

guiding a golden generation of players that included Emilio Butragueño, Míchel, and 

Manolo Sanchís. 

 Other Achievements: With Ajax Amsterdam, Beenhakker won two Dutch leagues, and 

with Feyenoord, he secured two Dutch Leagues and two Dutch Super Cups. He also 

managed the Netherlands, Trinidad and Tobago, Saudi Arabia, and Poland as a national 

coach. 

 

Kumudini Lakhia, Kathak Legend passed away 

Renowned Kathak dancer and choreographer Kumudini Lakhia passed away on April 12, 2025, 

at the age of 95 in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. She was the founder of the Kadamb Centre for Dance 

and Music, established in 1964, and was instrumental in transforming Kathak from a solo 

performance art into a dynamic group spectacle. Throughout her illustrious career, Lakhia 

received numerous accolades, including the Padma Shri in 1987, Padma Bhushan in 2010, and 

the Padma Vibhushan earlier this year. Her innovative approach and dedication have left an 

indelible mark on the Indian classical dance community. 

Foot notes: 

 Padma Awards: Kumudini Lakhia was conferred with the Padma Vibhushan earlier this 

year, in addition to previously receiving the Padma Bhushan in 2010 and Padma Shri in 

1987. 

 Kathak Innovations: She introduced group choreography to Kathak, a traditionally solo 

dance form, and created iconic works like "Dhabkar," "Yugal," and "Atah Kim". 

 Kadamb Centre: In 1964, Lakhia founded the Kadamb Centre for Dance and Music in 

Ahmedabad, which became a hub for dance education and innovation. 

 Legacy: Her contributions to Kathak have been widely recognized, and she has inspired 

generations of dancers through her work and teachings. 

 

Mario Vargas Llosa A Noble Award Winner passed away 

Peruvian novelist and Nobel laureate Mario Vargas Llosa passed away on April 13, 2025, at the 

age of 89, in Lima, surrounded by his family . A towering figure in Latin American literature, 

Vargas Llosa was renowned for works such as Aunt Julia and the Scriptwriter, The War of the 

End of the World, and The Feast of the Goat . He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 

2010 for his exploration of power structures and individual resistance . Beyond literature, he 

ventured into politics, running for the Peruvian presidency in 1990, though unsuccessfully . In 
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accordance with his wishes, his remains will be cremated without a public ceremony . The 

Peruvian government has declared a national day of mourning to honor his legacy . 

Foot notes: 

 Nobel Prize Winner: Vargas Llosa was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 2010, 

recognized for his exploration of the human condition and his contributions to the literary 

world. 

 Literary Career: He was known for novels like "The Time of the Hero," "Conversation 

in the Cathedral," and "The Feast of the Goat," showcasing his mastery of storytelling 

and complex characters. 

 Politics and Activism: Vargas Llosa was an outspoken critic of authoritarian regimes, 

particularly Fidel Castro's government in Cuba. He also ran for the presidency of Peru in 

1990 but lost to Alberto Fujimori. 

 Individualism and Liberalism: Throughout his life, Vargas Llosa advocated for 

individual freedom and liberal thought, often finding himself at odds with the collectivist 

views of his contemporaries. 

 

Former Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi passed away 

Former Malaysian Prime Minister Abdullah Ahmad Badawi passed away on April 14, 2025, at 

the age of 85. He died at the National Heart Institute in Kuala Lumpur after being admitted for 

breathing difficulties. Known affectionately as "Pak Lah," Abdullah served as Malaysia's fifth 

Prime Minister from 2003 to 2009, succeeding Mahathir Mohamad. His tenure was marked by 

efforts to implement political reforms, combat corruption, and foster moderate Islam, though his 

administration later faced challenges and electoral setbacks. Abdullah's passing has led to an 

outpouring of tributes, with a state funeral held at the National Mosque in Kuala Lumpur, 

followed by his burial at the National Heroes Mausoleum. 

Foot notes: 

 Tenure as Prime Minister: Badawi served as Malaysia's fifth Prime Minister from 2003 

to 2009, leading the country with a vision of moderate Islam and anti-corruption efforts. 

 Legacy: He was known for his calm and compassionate leadership style, earning him the 

nickname "Pak Lah". His contributions to Malaysia's social and economic development 

were significant. 

 Tributes: Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim praised Badawi's humanity in leadership, while 

Singapore's Prime Minister Lawrence Wong expressed condolences, highlighting 

Badawi's role in strengthening ASEAN cooperation. 

 Health Issues: Badawi had been experiencing health issues, including dementia, which 

was announced publicly in 2022, and had become wheelchair-bound. 

 

Former Delhi Congress MLA Jai Kishan passed away 

Former Delhi Congress MLA Jai Kishan passed away on April 16, 2025, at the age of 66, due 

to cardiac arrest at his residence in Sultanpur Majra, Delhi . A five-time legislator from the 
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Sultanpur Majra constituency, he was a prominent Dalit leader known for his dedication to 

public service and the empowerment of marginalized communities . The Delhi Congress 

described his demise as a profound loss to the party and the Dalit community in the capital . His 

funeral was held at the Y Block Sultanpuri crematorium, with his elder son Rahul Dhaka 

performing the last rites, attended by senior Congress leaders and numerous party workers . 

Foot notes: 

 Date of Passing: Jai Kishan passed away on April 17, 2025, due to cardiac arrest at his 

home in Sultanpur Majra, Delhi. 

 Political Career: Jai Kishan was a five-time MLA from the Sultanpur Majra 

constituency in Delhi, known for his dedication to the Congress party and service to the 

people. 

 Leadership Roles: He held various positions within the party, including AICC secretary 

and vice president of the Delhi Congress unit. 

 Party Condolences: Congress leaders, including party president Mallikarjun Kharge and 

general secretary K C Venugopal, paid tribute to Jai Kishan, describing his demise as an 

irreparable loss for the party. 
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