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NATIONAL NEWS

1.PM Modi Inaugurates State-of-the-Art Medical Facility in Thimphu

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Bhutanese counterpart Tshering
Tobgay jointly inaugurated a modern hospital in the Bhutanese capital,
Thimphu. The Gyaltsuen Jetsun Pema Wangchuk Mother and Child
Hospital is a shining example of the strong development cooperation
between India and Bhutan.

The hospital is a state-of-the-art 150-bedded facility that has been built with
Indian assistance. The construction was carried out in two phases, with the
first phase costing 22 crore and becoming operational in 2019. The second
phase, completed recently, was undertaken as part of Bhutan’s 12th Five
Year Plan at a cost of 119 crore.

2.ASI Begins Excavation in Madhya Pradesh To Find India’s Oldest Temple

The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is conducting excavations at two
mounds in Nachne village, located in the Panna district of Madhya Pradesh.
The goal of these excavations is to uncover what could potentially be the
oldest temple in India.

The excavation sites are situated just 30 meters away from two ancient
temples — a Gupta-era Parvati temple and the Chaumukh Nath temple built
by the Kalachuri dynasty. These temples, known as the Nachna Hindu
temples, are among the earliest surviving stone temples in central India,
alongside those found in Bhumara and Deogarh.

3.Allahabad High Court Strikes Down Madrasa Education Act

The Allahabad High Court’s Lucknow bench has declared the UP Board of
Madarsa Education Act of 2004 as unconstitutional. The court ruled that the
act violated the principle of secularism, as well as several articles of the
Constitution, including Articles 14, 21, and 21-A. Additionally, the court
found that the act also contravened Section 22 of the University Grants
Commission Act of 1956.

The court has directed the Uttar Pradesh government to provide regular
school education to students enrolled in madarsas (Islamic seminaries). The
ruling states that these students should be accommodated in primary, high
school, and intermediate education boards of the state.

4.Gujarat State Education Minister Launches Shiksha Reform

Gujarat’s Minister of State for Education, Praful Pansheriya, launched the
online learning platform Shiksha Reform in Surat. The event was attended
by noted educationist Deepak Rajguru, trustees, principals, Kimmo
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Nikkanen from Finland’s Kajaani University of Applied Sciences, and
educationist Antti Isovita.

« Shiksha Reform is a collaborative effort with Microsoft and a leading
Finnish university. It aims to deliver high-quality courses by experienced
and highly qualified teachers to revolutionize education, particularly in
technology.

INTERNATIONL NEWS

1.6 new sites of Madhya Pradesh have been includ d in the temporary list of
UNESCO World Heritage Sites in March 2024

. Madhya Pradesh an offbeat destination of first choice is poised to get
global recognition and tourism boost with UNESCO including six
destinations of Madhya Pradesh in its tentative world heritage list. These are
Gwalior Fort, the Historical Group of Dhanmar, Bhojeshwar, Mahadev
temple of Bhojpur, Rock Art sites of Chambal valley, Khooni Bhandara of
Buhranpur & Gond Memorial of Mandla.

« This is in addition to the 3 UNESCO World Heritage sites in the permanent
list. These include The Khajuraho Group of Monuments (1986), Buddhist
Monuments of Sanchi (1989), and The Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka (2003)
which are major attractions especially for international tourists.

2. lconic Indian Brand Amul Launches Fresh Milk in the US

« In a significant move, the Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation
(GCMMF), the organization behind the iconic Amul brand, is set to launch
its fresh milk products in the United States for the first time. This expansion
marks a major milestone for the brand, as it aims to cater to the Indian
diaspora and Asian population in the US.

« Within a week, GCMMF will introduce four variants of fresh milk in the
US market. The milk collection and processing will be handled by MMPA,
while GCMMF will be responsible for the marketing and branding of Amul
fresh milk.

3.Mumbai overtakes Beijing to become Asia’s billionaire capital for the first
time

« Mumbai has pipped Beijing to become Asia's billionaire capital for the first
time. Indian billionaires’ cumulative wealth reached US$1 trillion,
surpassing China's average wealth per billionaire (US$3.2 billion vs US$3.8
billion), according to the 2024 Hurun Global Rich List.

« This phenomenal rise is mirrored by India's addition of 94 new billionaires
in a single year, surpassing China's 55 and solidifying India's position as the
second-largest contributor to the global billionaire population.
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4.1CG Ship Samudra Paheredar Reaches Manila Bay,Philippines

« Inasignificant move aimed at showcasing India’s commitment to maritime
cooperation and environmental stewardship, the Indian Coast Guard ship
‘Samudra Paheredar’ has docked at Manila Bay, Philippines, on a three-day
visit.

« The arrival of this specialized Pollution Control Vessel marks a pivotal
moment in India’s engagement with ASEAN countries, emphasizing shared
concerns regarding marine pollution and bolstering bilateral ties with the
Philippine Coast Guard (PCG).
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NEW APPOINTMENTS AND PERSON IN NEWS

1.Simon harris has become the youngest Prime Minister of Ireland

« Simon Harris is set to become Ireland’s youngest prime minister after he
was appointed as the new leader of the governing Fine Gael party. Harris,
37, the higher education minister, was the only candidate when nominations
closed at 1pm on Sunday, but he will not become taoiseach until 9 April
when the Irish parliament, the Dail, resumes after its Easter break.

. He outlined his leadership priorities on Sunday at a selection convention in
Athlone, County Westmeath, to choose party candidates for the European
parliament elections in June.8.Girija Subramaniam has been elected CMD
of new India Assurance Company

2.Govind Dholakia was appointed the new chairman of Surat Diamond
Bourse

. Diamond Baron Govind Dholakia has been appointed as the new chairman
of Surat Diamond Bourse (SDB) --- India’s second diamond trading hub
that was inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, three months
ago.The move to appoint a new head of SDB was necessitated after VVallabh
Lakhani stepped down from the post earlier this week.

« When asked the reason for Lakhani to step down three months after the
inauguration of SDB, a committee member told businessline, “Vallabh
Lakhani had earlier indicated that he will hand hold the project only till its
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completion and handover. He had expressed his inability to continue taking
responsibility”.

3.Abhay Thakur appointed as India’s next ambassador to Myanmar

« Senior Indian diplomat Abhay Thakur has been appointed as the country’s
next ambassador or top envoy to Myanmar. This was announced by the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) on March 26. Abhay Thakur is a 1992-
batch officer of the Indian Foreign Service (IFS). He is currently working as
an Officer on Special Duty in the Ministry of External Affairs.

o Thakur’s appointment as India’s envoy to Myanmar comes at a crucial
juncture or important time. Myanmar has been witnessing widespread
violent protests demanding the restoration of democracy since the military
seized power in a coup on February 1, 2021.

4.Hansha Mishra Appointed as Director in UPSC

« Hansha Mishra, an officer of the Indian Audit and Accounts Service
(IA&AS) from the 2010 batch, has been appointed as Director in the Union
Public Service Commission (UPSC), Delhi. Her appointment comes after
she was recommended for central deputation by the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) of India.

« According to an order issued by the Department of Personnel and Training
(DoPT) on 21.03.2024, the central government has approved Mishra’s
appointment to the post under the central staffing scheme. Her tenure as
Director in the UPSC will be for a period of five years or until further
orders, whichever is earlier.

5. Neeraj Chopra Named Eveready’s new Brand Ambassador

« Eveready Industries India (EIIL), a leading battery brand, has announced a
partnership with Neeraj Chopra, the reigning Olympic gold medalist and
World no. 1 in men’s javelin throw, as its new brand ambassador.

« Through this collaboration, Eveready aims to strengthen its commitment to
excellence and innovation by launching the new Ultima Alkaline battery
series. The brand hopes to enhance its connection with the youth by offering
long-lasting and value-for-money solutions for high-drain devices used by
the new-age generation in India.

6.Bassirou Diomaye Faye Named as Senegal’s next President

. Bassirou Diomaye Faye, a previously little-known tax inspector freed from
jail two weeks ago, looks likely to become Senegal’s next president after a
vote that observers say is proof of the country’s democratic resilience.

« While the electoral commission is expected to announce final results in the
coming days, early tallies showed Faye winning an outright majority in
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election. His main rival, ruling party candidate Amadou Ba, conceded
defeat late. And outgoing President Macky Sall congratulated the 44-year-
old on the results.

BANKING AND FINANCE

l.India will host the India Mobile Congress and the World
Telecommunication Standardization Assembly in the year 2024

Minister of Communications Ashwini Vaishnaw today launched the
Curtain Raiser of World Telecom Standardization Assembly Delhi 2024
(WTSA 2024) and India Mobile Congress (IMC 2024). The International
Telecommunication Unions’ (ITU) prestigious WTSA event will be held
from 15-24 Oct 2024 preceded by Global Standards Symposium (GSS
2024) on 14 Oct 2024 and eighth edition of Asia’s premier digital
technology exhibition, IMC 2024 from 15-19 Oct 2024 at Pragati Maidan in
New Delhi.

While emphasising the importance of collaboration and cooperation among
stakeholders to propel the sector forward, the Telecommunications Minister
announced telecom reforms and reiterated the government's commitment to
driving reforms in the telecom sector to create a conducive environment for
investment and innovation. During the event, he also unveiled the policy on
Spectrum Regulatory Sandbox that holds the potential of advancing India's
telecommunications landscape and fostering global collaboration in the
field. Minister also announced a complete abolition of Wireless Operating
License (WOL) that further simplifies the licensing processes in telecom.

2.Income Tax Department Levies Rs 103.63 Crore Penalty on Tata Chemicals

The Income Tax Department has imposed a penalty of Rs 103.63 crore on
Tata Chemicals for violation related to disallowance of interest. The penalty
has been imposed under Section 270A of the Income Tax Act for
disallowance of interest under section 36(1)(iii) of the Act.

Based on the merits of the matter, prevailing law and the advice of the
counsel, Tata Chemicals said it is planning to appeal against this order
before the National Faceless Appeal Centre (appellate authorities).

3.Modi Government Allocates Rs 6212.03 Crore for Strengthening Regional
Rural Banks

The Modi government has allocated Rs 6212.03 crore to Regional Rural
Banks (RRBs) as part of the recapitalization scheme on March 6. RRBs,
established in 1975 and owned by the Indian government, function at the
regional level across various states. They were set up with the objective of
offering fundamental banking and financial services to rural regions,
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specifically targeting small and marginal farmers, agricultural laborers,
artisans, and small entrepreneurs.

« Consolidated Capital to Risk-weighted Assets Ratio (CRAR) reached an all-
time high of 13.83 percent by December 31, 2023, indicating strengthened
financial position.

4. Asset Reconstruction Companies Secure 55% of KSK Mahanadi Power’s
¥29,330 Crore Debt

« Six asset reconstruction companies (ARCSs), including Aditya Birla and
Kotak Mahindra-backed ARCs, have accumulated 55% of KSK Mahanadi
Power’s ¥29,330-crore debt from lenders in separate transactions.

« Purpose of Acquisition: The ARCs acquired the debt with the expectation of
potential demand for thermal power companies, anticipating a significant
upside. This acquisition occurred due to lenders’ exit from the company
after facing over a four-year delay in its debt resolution process.

5.Private Banks Expand ATM Network While PSU Banks Decrease

« Inthe 12 months ending January 2024, public sector banks (PSUs) reduced
their Automated teller machine (ATM) network by 1,343 machines to
1,36,173 ATMs. In contrast, private banks expanded their ATM network by
adding 3,502 ATMSs, bringing their total to 79,225 machines. This
highlights the diverging strategies between PSU and private banks regarding
ATM deployment and network expansion.

o PSBs have primarily reduced their offsite ATM deployment, which
decreased to 93,381 from 96,243 a year ago and 87,160 two years ago. This
reduction may be attributed to factors such as profitability concerns due to
capped charges and uncertainty surrounding new regulations that could
increase operational costs.

SCIENCE TECH

1.AgniKul Cosmos postpones maiden rocket launch due to ‘technical issue’

« Agnikul Cosmos, the Indian Institute of Technology (11T)-Madras
incubated startup, has postponed its maiden rocket launch due to a
‘technical issue’. The Chennai-headquartered company had initially
scheduled the launch of the mission ‘Agnibaan SOrTeD’ (Sub Orbital
Technology Demonstrator) for March 22, 2024.

« The launch was planned to take place from its private launch pad located
within the campus of ISRO at Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh, approximately
100 km from Chennai. The Agnibaan SOrTeD mission is described as an
Innovative, single-stage Sub-Orbital Technology Demonstrator.

2.Government notifies PIB’s Fact Check Unit under IT Rules 2021
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o The government has notified the ‘Fact Check Unit’ (FCU) under the Press
Information Bureau (PI1B) of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting,
as the fact check unit of the Centre.

« The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) notified
the PIB FCU under the provisions of the sub-clause (v) of sub-rule (1) of
rule 3 of the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital
Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

3.IAU approves ‘Statio Shiv Shakti’ as name for Chandrayaan-3 landing site

« Nearly seven months after Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that
Chandrayaan-3’s landing site will be called “Shiva Shakti”, International
Astronomical Union (IAU) approved the name on March 19.

« According to the Gazetteer of Planetary Nomenclature, planetary
nomenclature, like terrestrial nomenclature, is used to uniquely identify a
feature on the surface of a planet or satellite so that it can be easily located,
described, and discussed.
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4 Scientists uncover Milky Way’s ancient building blocks, Shakti and Shiva

« Astronomers have identified two ancient streams of stars - named after the
Hindu deities Shakti and Shiva - that appear to be among the Milky Way's
earliest building blocks, offering new insight into how our galaxy came
together long ago.

 Shakti and Shiva are comprised of stars with similar chemical compositions
that formed 12-13 billion years ago, the researchers said. Each of the
structures has a mass about 10 million times greater than our sun.

5.Election Commission Keeps Close Eye On Election Process Through The
‘CVIGIL’ App

« The Election Commission is keeping a close eye on the election process
through the cVIGIL app. It is a single app for recording, reporting and
resolving violations of model code of conduct. Through this app, online
complaints regarding violations of model code of conduct can be made by
capturing photos, videos etc.
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« The cVIGIL app of Election Commission has become an effective tool in
the hands of people to flag election code violations. The citizens can report
Model Code of Conduct and expenditure violations through this app. Chief
Election Commissioner Rajiv kumar said that the cVIGIL empowers
citizens to report model code of conduct violations and assured action
within 100 minutes.

6.Bharat Biotech Starts Clinical Trials Of Tuberculosis Vaccine MTBVAC In
India

. Bharat Biotech has begun clinical trials of the Spanish anti- tuberculosis
vaccine among adults in India, the Hydreabad-based pharmaceutical
company announced. The vaccine candidate called MTBVAC is the first
live attenuated vaccine of mycobacterium tuberculosis isolated from a
human.

« BCG (Bacillus, Calmette and Guérin), is an attenuated variant of the bovine
TB pathogen. It is at least a 100 years old and has a limited effect on
pulmonary tuberculosis, which is responsible for the transmission of the
disease.

7. ISRO’s POEM-3 mission accomplishes zero orbital debris mission

« The PSLV-C58 Mission was accomplished on January 1, 2024. After
completing the primary mission of injecting all satellites into their desired
orbits, the terminal stage of PSLV was transformed into a 3-axis stabilized
platform, the POEM-3. The stage was de-orbited from 650 km to 350 km,
which facilitated its early re-entry, and was passivated to remove residual
propellants to minimize any accidental break-up risks.

« POEM-3 was configured with a total of 9 different experimental payloads to
carry out technology demonstrations and scientific experiments on the
newly developed indigenous systems. Out of these, 6 payloads were
delivered by NGEs through IN-SPACe. The mission objectives of these
payloads were met in a month.

8.1IT Guwahati Transfers Pioneering Swine Fever Vaccine Technology to
BioMed Pvt

« The Indian Institute of Technology-Guwahati (11T-G) has transferred a
first-of-its-kind vaccine technology to BioMed Pvt. Ltd., a company
specializing in vaccine manufacturing. This revolutionary technology
involves a recombinant vector vaccine specifically designed to combat the
classical swine fever virus in pigs and wild boars. It fills a significant gap in
India’s vaccine landscape.

« The vaccine utilizes a reverse genetic platform pioneered and refined at 11T-
G, according to a statement from the institute on March 26. Classical swine

www.makemyexam.in www.ibtindia.com




24" March-30™ March,2024 Weekly Current Affairs (English)

fever is a highly contagious disease among pigs, posing a severe threat with
a very high mortality rate, although it does not affect humans.

BOOKS

1.Phool Bahadur, The First Magahi Novel in English

The Dibrugarh University International Literary Festival held on 19-21
March 2024 witnessed the launch of a remarkable literary work — the
English translation of the first Magahi novel, ‘Phool Bahadur’. The
translation was done by Abhay K, a renowned writer from Nalanda, Bihar.
‘Phool Bahadur’ was originally written by Jayanath Pati and published in
1928. Despite being the first Magahi novel, it failed to gain much popularity
among readers initially. However, it has now been rediscovered and is
gaining fame thanks to Abhay K’s English translation. The translator
stumbled upon this literary gem while editing ‘The Book of Bihari
Literature’.

AWARDS

1.Beena Aggarwal and James Boyce were honored with the Global Inequality
Research Award

Bina Agarwal and James Boyce have been awarded the first “Global
Inequality Research Award” for their significant contributions to
understanding global inequalities, specifically in the areas of social and
environmental inequalities. The laureates will be invited to receive their
awards and present an overview of their work at conferences in Paris in the
fall and spring of 2024.

These conferences will be organized in conjunction with Sciences Po’s
Social-Ecological ~ Transitions (SET) initiative.The  University of
Manchester’s Global Development Institute (GDI) for Bina Agarwal. The
University of Massachusetts Ambherst’s Political Economy Research
Institute (PERI) for James Boyce.

2.Carlos Sainz wins Formula One Australian Grand Prix

Lying in bed just nine days ago with the wound from his appendectomy
still tender, Carlos Sainz had held no expectation of even competing in the
Australian Grand Prix. Yet there was the Spaniard in Melbourne afternoon,
roared on by an appreciative crowd when he climbed from his car after a
victory as unlikely as it was valiant.

An achievement with doubtless special resonance for Sainz, the driver who
had comeback from surgery and helped return Ferrari’s first one-two since
2022 as world champion Max Verstappen’s dominant run of victories came
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to an explosive end, but who, as yet, does not have a Formula One drive for
next season.

3.Michel Talagrand Awarded the 2024 Abel Prize

« Michel Talagrand receives the prize for his work in probability theory and
stochastic processes. From the outset, the development of probability theory
was motivated by problems that arose in the context of gambling or
assessing risks.

« The common theme in Michel Talagrand's groundbreaking discoveries is
working with and understanding the random processes we see all around us.
It has now become apparent that a thorough understanding of random
phenomena is essential in today's world. For example, random algorithms
underpin our weather forecasting and large language models.
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SPORTS

1.India’s Sathiyan Gnanasekaran Clinches Men’s Singles Title At World
Table Tennis Feeder

o In Table Tennis, India’s Sathiyan Gnanasekaran has clinched the Men’s
Singles title at WTT Feeder Beirut tournament in Lebanon yesterday. World
Number 103 Sathiyan defeated compatriot and World Number 74 Manav
Vikas Thakkar, 3-1 (6-11, 11-7, 11-7, 11-4) victory over compatriot Manav
Vikas Thakkar in the final yesterday. Earlier, Sathiyan overpowered World
Number 39 Chinese Taipei’s Chuang Chih-yuan in the semi-finals.

« However, Manav had a heartbreaking day as he missed out on any gold
medal despite making it in all three finals. He lost 1-3 to a Cuban pair in the
men’s doubles final, partnering Manush Utpal Shah. Earlier, he lost in the
mixed doubles final to another Indian pair of Diya Chitale and Manush
Shah.

2.Nagaland was the third edition of North East Games 2024 launched

« In Nagaland, the 3rd edition of North East Games 2024 kick-started with a
glittering opening ceremony at Regional Centre for Sporting Excellence,
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Sovima last evening. Nagaland Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio officially
declared open the 3rd North East Games 2024.

Akashvani’s correspondent reports, that more than 3000 athletes from eight
North Eastern states are competing in 15 disciplines being held in 12 venues
across three districts Chumoukedima, Dimapur and Kohima. Highlights of
today’s event include Archery, Athletics, Badminton Basketball, Boxing,
football, lawn tennis, Pencak Silat, S, Table Tennis, Taekwondo,
Volleyball, And Wushu.

3.Sharath Kamal to be India’s flag-bearer at the 2024 Paris Olympics

Ranked World No. 88, Kamal has won the national table tennis
championship a record 10 times. He has also claimed 13 medals at the
Commonwealth Games (CWG), including seven golds, and has earned two
medals at the Asian Games. The legendary player is a three-time bronze
medalist at the World Championships.

Joining Kamal in the spotlight is MC Mary Kom, who has been named as
the chef de mission for the Paris 2024 Summer Games. Mary Kom is the
first female boxer in history to have captured six world titles.

4.Historic Day-Night Women’s Ashes Test at MCG

In a historic move, the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG) will host a day-
night Test match between the Australian and English women’s cricket
teams. This will be the first time a pink-ball Test is played at the iconic
venue. The four-day match is scheduled from January 30 to February 2,
2025.

The Test match holds special significance as it will mark the 90th
anniversary of the first-ever women’s Test, played in December 1934.
Additionally, it will be the first time the Australian women’s team plays a
Test at the MCG since 1949.

OBITUARY

1.Razia Baig of Qadir Ali Baig Foundation passed away at 73

Razia Baig, chairperson of Qadir Ali Baig Theatre Foundation and wife of
the late Qadir Ali Baig, passed away. She was 73. She co-founded Qadir Ali
Baig Theatre Foundation with her son Mohammad Ali Baig.

Remembered for her husband’s ‘New Theatre Hyderabad’ adaptations, she
also shared her love for Hyderabadi cuisine through newspaper columns.
Surrounded by family and theatre luminaries, she left an indelible mark on
the theatre fraternity. Her son Mohammad Ali Baig hailed her as a guiding
light and mentor.

2.Karnataka writer Gurulinga Kapse passes away
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. Former chairman of Karnataka Sahtya Academy and writer Professor
Gurulinga Kapse died after prolonged illness. He was 96 and is survived by
two sons and as many daughters.

« Born in B K Loni village of Indi taluk in Vijayapura district, Kapse had
written a thesis on the life and works of litterateur Madhura Channa. He has
also written on philosophy, sprituality and Kannada prose and poetry
besides editing several felicitation volumes.

IMPORTANT DAYS

1.World Theatre Day observed on March 27

« World Theatre Day is celebrated every year on March 27. In 1961, the
International Theatre Institute (IT1) proposed that there should be a day
every year to celebrate the importance of theatre. Every year on this day, a
certain message is spoken about by a renowned theatre performer.

« While people usually consider the acting and narration of a story as a play,
there are multiple elements like the writer, director, actors, sound producer,
costume designer, light and set designer, show caller and more who works
tirelessly to successfully execute the entire performance.
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