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NATIONAL NEWS

India’s first Al- powered traffic system goes live on Dwarka expressway

India’s inaugural Al-driven ATMS launched: The Advanced Traffic Management
System (ATMS), India’s first Al-powered smart traffic system, was rolled out on the
56.46 km stretch of the Dwarka Expressway and an adjacent portion of NH-48

Intelligent violation detection: Equipped with 110 high-definition PTZ cameras and a
Video Incident Detection & Enforcement System (VIDES), the system can detect around
14 types of offences—including overspeeding, seatbelt non-use, and triple riding—and
automatically trigger e-challans via the NIC portal

Driver awareness and speed control: Vehicle Actuated Speed Displays (VASD) alert
drivers of their speed in real time, while Variable Message Signboards (VMS) provide
alerts on traffic, safety advisories, and other important updates

National benchmark for smart highways: Developed by Indian Highways
Management Company Ltd (IHMCL) and implemented under NHAI’s 2023 smart
highway guidelines, the ATMS on Dwarka Expressway is positioned as a national model
for intelligent traffic governance and road safety

Sarbananda inaugrates India’'s first maritime non-banking financial company

Historic Launch of Maritime NBFC: On June26, 2025, Sarbananda Sonowal
inaugurated SMFCL—formerly Sagarmala Development Company Ltd—making it
India’s first RBI-registered NBFC dedicated solely to the maritime sector
Sector-Specific Financing Solutions: SMFCL is structured to provide customized
financial support—short, medium, and long term—to port authorities, shipping firms,
maritime MSMEs, startups, and education/training institutions

Strategic Capital Backing: Classified as a Mini-Ratna Category-I PSU, SMFCL has a
strong Tier-1 capital base of approximately X680 crore, with borrowing capacity up to
%3,400 crore to fund diverse maritime initiatives

Alignment with Maritime Vision 2047: The new NBFC supports “Maritime Amrit Kaal
Vision 2047”7 by bridging financing gaps and enhancing India’s capabilities in
shipbuilding, port modernization, renewable energy, cruise tourism, and maritime
education

Boost to Blue Economy Growth: SMFCL is poised to catalyze sustainable growth in
India’s maritime sector by enabling easier access to capital, fostering innovation in
shipbuilding and cruise infrastructure, and supporting educational and startup ecosystems

Shubhanshu Shukla becomes 1st Indian to set foot on ISS

Historic Crew Dragon Launch & Docking: Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla
launched aboard SpaceX’s Crew Dragon on Axiom Mission 4 (Ax-4) from NASA’s
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Kennedy Space Center on June 25, 2025, and docked with the ISS around 4:01 PM IST
on June 26, 2025

e A Milestone for India: He made history as the first Indian astronaut to enter the ISS, and
only the second Indian in space after Rakesh Sharma (1984), marking India’s return to
human spaceflight after 41 years

e Esteemed Background & Training: Shukla, an IAF test pilot and ISRO astronaut
selected in 2019, trained at Russia’s Yuri Gagarin Cosmonaut Center and later with
NASA, showcasing India's rising capabilities in international space collaborations

e Warm Welcome & Emotional Entry: Upon docking, he received hugs and a warm
welcome from ISS crew members, completed safety briefings, and shared a heartfelt
message to Indians, proudly stating his astronaut number 634 and expressing confidence
in the next 14 days of research

e Scientific Research & Cultural Touch: He will spend two weeks on the ISS conducting
over 60 scientific experiments, including life science, microgravity, and earth
observation. Notably, he carried Indian halwas and mango nectar, blending cultural
heritage with scientific discovery

Dangeti Jahnavi Becomes First Indian to Complete NASA's Space Program

e Completed NASA Program: Jahnavi Dangeti has become the first Indian to successfully
complete NASA's prestigious International Air and Space Program, showcasing her
potential as a future astronaut.

e Space Mission Selection: She has been selected as an Astronaut Candidate (Ascan) for
Titans Space's very first orbital mission, scheduled for March 2029, where she will travel
to space and orbit the Earth twice.

e STEM Education and Outreach: Jahnavi is a strong advocate for STEM education and
space outreach, having delivered talks for ISRO's educational programs and addressed
students at National Institutes of Technology (NITs) across India.

e Astronaut Training: Starting in 2026, Jahnavi will undergo intensive astronaut training
over the next three years through Titan Space's ASCAN program, which includes flight
simulations, spacecraft operations, survival training, and comprehensive medical and
psychological evaluations.

e Achievements and Awards: Jahnavi has received notable awards, including the People's
Choice Award at the NASA Space Apps Challenge and the ISRO World Space Week
Young Achiever Award, recognizing her contributions to space science and education.

India’s First Butterfly Sanctuary Inaugurated in Kerala’s Aralam Forest

e Location and Size: The Aralam Butterfly Sanctuary is located in Kannur district, Kerala,
within the Western Ghats, and spans 55 square kilometers of tropical and semi-evergreen
forests.
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Butterfly Diversity: The sanctuary is home to over 266 species of butterflies, accounting
for more than 80% of Kerala's butterfly diversity, including rare and endangered species
like the Common Albatross and Danaine species.

Seasonal Migration: The sanctuary witnesses a significant butterfly migration between
December and February, with hundreds of butterflies traveling down from the hills,
following rivers and sunlight, creating a spectacular display of colors.

Conservation Efforts: The sanctuary's designation is the result of 25 years of
conservation efforts, surveys, and advocacy by researchers, forest officials, and
environmental groups, aiming to provide a protected habitat for butterflies and promote
eco-tourism and research.

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Maaya Rajeshwaran Wins ITF J200 Title in Germany

Tournament Performance: Maaya dominated the tournament, winning all her matches
convincingly, including a 6-2, 6-1 win over third seed Daphnee Mpetshi Perricard of
France in the semifinals.

Ranking and Recognition: Currently ranked No. 79 in the ITF Junior Rankings and No.
646 in WTA, Maaya's win is expected to boost her rankings and strengthen her case for
direct entries into top-tier junior events.

Future Prospects: This win demonstrates Maaya's potential to compete in higher-grade
tournaments, including J300 and Junior Grand Slams, and may lead to more consistent
participation in the ITF Women's Circuit.

Versatility: Maaya has shown adaptability across different surfaces, and this win on
European clay adds another dimension to her junior résumé, which already includes
victories at J100 and J300 events.

K Paul Thomas elected chairman of Sa-Dhan

Election: K Paul Thomas, MD & CEO of ESAF Small Finance Bank, has been elected as
chairman of Sa-Dhan, a self-regulatory organization (SRO) for microfinance institutions
recognized by the RBI.

Background: Thomas has over 32 years of experience in management, with more than
25 years in the microfinance sector, and previously worked with Indian Farmers
Fertilizers Co-operative Ltd (IFFCO) for 18 years.

Sa-Dhan Role: As chairman, Thomas will lead Sa-Dhan's efforts to promote innovation,
financial inclusion, and sustainable development through microfinance, with a focus on
addressing current challenges with long-term solutions.

Board Reconstitution: The Sa-Dhan board has been reconstituted with Thomas as
chairperson, along with Sadaf Sayeed (MD & CEO, Muthoot Microfin) and Mukul
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Jaiswal (MD, Cashphor) as co-chairs, and Vivekananda Salimath (Chair, IDF) as
treasurer.

Objectives: Under Thomas' leadership, Sa-Dhan aims to develop, promote, and support
ecosystems of impact financing institutions that enable inclusive growth, equity, gender
equality, and sustainable development in society.

Sanjeev Kumar Singla accredited as next Ambassador of India to the Principality of
Monaco

Appointment as Ambassador: Sanjeev Kumar Singla has been appointed as India's
Ambassador to France and the Principality of Monaco, showcasing India's diplomatic
efforts to strengthen ties with European nations.

Experience and Expertise: Singla is a seasoned diplomat from the 1997 batch of the
Indian Foreign Service (IFS), with extensive experience in handling complex diplomatic
situations, including his previous role as Ambassador to Israel.

Previous Roles: He served as Private Secretary to Prime Minister Narendra Modi from
2014 to 2019 and has worked in various capacities at Indian Missions in Paris, Dhaka,
Geneva, and Tel Aviv, demonstrating his broad understanding of global affairs.
Diplomatic Tenure in Israel: Singla played a significant role in maintaining strong and
balanced relations between India and Israel during his tenure from 2019 to 2024, earning
him recognition as an "expert on Israel".

Carlos Alcaraz Clinches Second Queen’s Club Title

Match Result: Carlos Alcaraz defeated Jiri Lehecka with a score of 7-5, 6-7 (5/7), 6-2 in
the final, showcasing his resilience and skill on grass courts.

Tournament Performance: Alcaraz dropped just two sets throughout the tournament,
demonstrating his dominance. He played a nearly flawless match against Lehecka,
tallying 18 aces and only two double faults.

Winning Streak: This victory marks Alcaraz's 18th consecutive match win, following
his title successes in Rome and at the French Open. His last loss was to Holger Rune in
the Barcelona final on April 20.

Grass Court Expertise: Alcaraz has now won four grass court titles, tying Rafa Nadal's
career total. He's developed into a formidable force on grass, evident from his wins at
Queen's and Wimbledon in 2023.

Wimbledon Preparation: Alcaraz eyes a historic three-peat at Wimbledon, which starts
with June 30, riding high on his current form and recent French Open victory.

South Korea appoints First Civilian Defence Minister in 64 Years
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e Appointment: Ahn Gyu-back, a five-term liberal lawmaker from President Lee Jae
Myung's Democratic Party, has been nominated as the country's first civilian Defence
Minister since 1961.

e Background: Ahn has served on the National Assembly's defence committee and chaired
a legislative panel that investigated former President Yoon Suk Yeol's martial law decree.

e Breaking Tradition: For 64 years, South Korea's defence ministers have come from the
military, a trend that continued even after the country's democratization in the late 1980s.

e Martial Law Crisis: The appointment follows a failed martial law attempt by former
President Yoon Suk Yeol, who was indicted on rebellion charges and removed from
office.

e Reforms and Relations with North Korea: Ahn is expected to push for military reforms
and support President Lee's efforts to improve relations with North Korea.

Foot notes:

About South Korea-
e President: Lee Jae-myung
e Capital: Seoul

Kirsty Coventry Becomes First Female & African President of the IOC

e Historic Election: Kirsty Coventry was elected as the 10th President of the 10C,
succeeding Thomas Bach, who completed his 12-year tenure. She won the election with
49 out of 97 votes, defeating six other candidates.

e First Female and African President: Coventry made history by becoming the first
woman and the first African to hold the presidency of the 1I0C. She expressed her
commitment to harnessing the power of sport to unite, inspire, and create opportunities
for all L.

e Background and Experience: A five-time Olympian and seven-time Olympic medalist,
Coventry is currently the Minister of Sport, Art, and Recreation in Zimbabwe. She has
also served as the Chair of the IOC Athletes' Commission and Vice President of the
International Surfing Federation.

e Term and Responsibilities: Coventry will serve an eight-year term, eligible for re-
election once for a four-year term. She will lead the 10C in navigating complex issues
such as athlete rights, sustainability of the Games, and relations with global sports
federations and sponsors.

China's former Vice Finance Minister appointed AlIB prez

e Appointment: Zou Jiayi has been appointed as the new President of AlIB, succeeding
Jin Liqun, the founding President of the bank. Her five-year term will begin on January
16, 2026.
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Background: Zou is a seasoned leader with over three decades of experience in global
financial policy at the highest levels. She has been instrumental in China's engagement
with major international financial institutions.

Experience: Zou's expertise spans organizations such as the World Bank Group, Asian
Development Bank, New Development Bank, and AIlIB. As former Vice Finance
Minister of China, she played a crucial role in shaping the country's participation in these
Institutions.

AlIB's Shareholders: China is the largest shareholder of AlIB with 26.54% voting shares,
followed by India with 7.58%, Russia with 5.9%, and Germany with 4.1%. This diverse
shareholder base reflects the bank's global reach and influence.

Zou Jiayi appointed as New AlIB President, Succeeds Jin Liqun

Historic Leadership Change: Zou Jiayi has been elected as the President of the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB), becoming the first female leader of the
multilateral development bank. She will begin her five-year term on January 16, 2026,
succeeding founding President Jin Liqun

Distinguished Career: Zou is a seasoned economist with over three decades of
experience in global financial policy. Previously, she served as China’s Vice Minister of
Finance, held leadership roles in the CPPCC, and participated in major institutions like
the World Bank and ADB

Strategic Transition: The AlIB Board of Governors confirmed her appointment during
its 10th annual meeting in Beijing, marking a carefully planned handover from Jin’s
decade-long leadership from 2016 to 2026

Continuity and Global Expansion: Zou will lead AlIB into its next decade, focusing on
climate finance, infrastructure projects, and expanding presence in major global financial
centers like Hong Kong, London, and Singapore

Bank’s Strong Foundation: Under Jin Liqun, AIIB grew from 57 to 110 member
countries, financed over 322 projects totaling more than USD 60 billion, and earned AAA
ratings. Zou inherits a robust institution positioned to deepen investments in sustainable
infrastructure

Foot notes:
About AlIB-

New President: Jin Liqun
Headquarters: Beijing
Formation: 2016

Gold Becomes World’s Second-Largest Reserve Asset After U.S. Dollar

Gold's Share in Global Reserves: Gold now makes up 20% of global official reserves
by market value, compared to the euro's 16%. This marks the highest prominence for
gold in global reserves since the Bretton Woods era.
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Central Bank Buying Spree: Central banks have been on a gold-buying spree since
2022, accumulating over 1,000 tonnes per year—twice the average annual purchase rate
of the previous decade. China, India, and Turkey have collectively added over 600 tonnes
of gold since the end of 2021.

Price Surge: Gold prices soared by 30% in 2024, followed by another 30% in early
2025, boosting the market value of gold held by central banks.

Desire for Diversification: Central banks are looking to shield themselves from the
weaponization and depreciation of the dollar, as well as US fiscal irresponsibility and the
use of tariffs as a negotiating tool.

Impact on Dollar's Dominance: The percentage of dollars held as a global reserve asset
tumbled from 48.4% to 46.5% in 2024, while gold's share leapt from 18.1% to 19.6%.

IFFCO to set up first overseas nano fertiliser plant in Brazil

Joint Venture: IFFCO has partnered with Brazilian company NANOFERT to establish a
7:3 joint venture for manufacturing nano-soil nutrients in Curitiba, Parana province,
Brazil.

Production Capacity: The plant will produce 4.5 million liters of nano-fertilizers
annually, catering to the demand for nano-fertilizers in Brazil and other countries.
Increased Market Presence: The plant is expected to increase IFFCO's global market
presence and reduce costs. IFFCO has already exported 0.5 million bottles of nano-soil
nutrients to over 40 countries.

Crop Yield Increase: Studies have shown that the use of nano-fertilizers can increase
crop yields, with a 10% increase in corn and soybean yields and a 7% increase in
sugarcane productivity.

Trial Production: Trial production at the Brazil plant is expected to commence by the
end of 2025. The plant's establishment is the first phase of the project, and IFFCO plans
to expand production capacity in Brazil after assessing market demand.

Foot notes:
About IFFCO-

CEO: Dr. Udai Shanker Awasthi
Headquarters: New Delhi
Founded: 1967

SPORTS NEWS

Neeraj Chopra Wins Gold at Paris Diamond League 2025

Gold Medal Win: Neeraj Chopra won the gold medal in the men's javelin throw event at
the Paris Diamond League 2025 with a throw of 88.16m.

First Throw Decided the Fate: Chopra took the lead from his first throw and maintained
it throughout the competition, showcasing his exceptional skill and consistency.
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Julian Weber's Consistency: Germany's Julian Weber finished second with a consistent
series of throws but couldn't surpass Chopra's lead. Weber had six valid throws, while
Chopra had only three.

Personal Satisfaction: Chopra expressed satisfaction with his win but mentioned that he
wasn't completely happy with his technique, particularly his run-up speed and control.
Season's Progress: This win marks a significant achievement for Chopra in the 2025
season, following his 90m throw in Doha earlier in the year, where he finished second to
Weber.

Senthilkumar signs off with bronze medal in Asian Squash C'ships

Bronze Medal Win: Velavan Senthilkumar from India won a bronze medal at the Asian
Squash Championships held in Kuching, Malaysia.

Semifinal Loss: Senthilkumar lost to second seed Alex Lau Tsz Kwan of Hong Kong in
the semifinals with a score of 1-3 (9-11, 11-13, 11-5, 6-11).

Consecutive Medal: This bronze medal marks Senthilkumar's second consecutive medal
at the Asian Squash Championships, following a silver medal in the 2023 edition.

Match Duration: The semifinal match lasted 65 minutes, showcasing the intense
competition between Senthilkumar and Alex Lau Tsz Kwan.

India's Campaign End: Senthilkumar's loss marked the end of India's campaign in the
individual contest, but Indian players will participate in the doubles contest scheduled for
next week.

India scripts historic finish at U23 Asian Wrestling Championships with double team titles

Double Team Champions: India achieved an unprecedented success by winning the
overall team championships in both Men's Freestyle and Women's Freestyle categories,
showcasing a strong, all-around performance across different wrestling disciplines.
Men's Freestyle Dominance: The men's freestyle team was particularly impressive,
securing six gold medals and one silver. This dominant display ensured they clinched the
team title in their category.

Women's Freestyle Excellence: Indian women wrestlers also excelled, winning the team
title by securing medals in all 10 categories. Their medal haul included four gold, five
silver, and one bronze, demonstrating remarkable consistency and depth in talent.
Significant Medal Tally: The combined performance across men's freestyle, women's
freestyle, and even a gold and two bronzes in Greco- highlights India's growing prowess
in wrestling.

Indicator of Future Talent: This outstanding performance at the U23 level is a strong
indicator of the emerging talent and a robust pipeline for Indian wrestling.

Jasprit Bumrah Becomes First Asian to Claim 150 Test Wickets in SENA Countries
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First Asian to 150 SENA Wickets: This is the headline achievement. Traditionally,
these pace-friendly conditions have been challenging for Asian bowlers. Bumrah's
consistency and effectiveness across these nations mark a historic shift, surpassing
legendary bowlers like Wasim Akram (146 wickets).

Dominance in Toughest Conditions: SENA countries are considered the ultimate test
for fast bowlers due to their seaming conditions, swing, and strong home batting line-ups.
Record-Breaking Five-Wicket Hauls: Along with the 150 wickets, Bumrah also
recorded his 10th five-wicket haul in SENA countries, becoming the first Indian bowler
to achieve this feat.

Exceptional Average and Strike Rate: Bumrah's wickets in SENA countries have come
at an exceptional average of around 20.88. Among all bowlers with at least 150 SENA
wickets in the 21st century, only Vernon Philander (20.84) has a better average.

India won 27 Medals in Asian Para-Badminton Championship

Record-Breaking Medals: India won 27 medals, its best-ever performance in the
championship, surpassing its previous record of 13 medals in 2016.

Medal Breakdown: The Indian contingent secured 4 gold, 10 silver, and 13 bronze
medals in various categories, showcasing the country's growing dominance in para-
badminton.

Top Performers: Paralympic champion Nitesh Kumar led the charge with three gold
medals in men's singles SL3, mixed doubles SL3-SU5, and men's doubles SL3-SL4.
Manisha Ramadass added a gold in women's singles SU5.

Sweeping Medals: India dominated the mixed doubles SL3-SU5 event, sweeping all
three medals. Nitesh Kumar and Thulasimathi Murugesan took gold, Ruthick Raghupathi
and Manasi Joshi won silver, and Chirag Baretha and Mandeep Kaur earned bronze.

Lalit Upadhyay Bids Farewell to International Hockey After a Glorious Career

Final International Appearance: Lalit Upadhyay's last match for the Indian men's
hockey team was on June 15, 2025, against Australia in Antwerp, Belgium, during the
FIH Pro League. India lost that match 2-3.

Part of the FIH Pro League Squad: He was part of the Indian squad that played four
matches in the European leg of the FIH Pro League 2024-25 season, leading up to his
retirement announcement.

Announcement of Retirement: Lalit Upadhyay officially announced his retirement from
international hockey on Sunday, June 22, 2025, shortly after India's final match of the
European leg of the FIH Pro League season against Belgium (though his last actual
playing match was against Australia).

Two-time Olympic Medallist: He retires as a two-time Olympic bronze medallist,
having been a crucial part of the Indian teams that won bronze at the Tokyo 2020
Olympics and the Paris 2024 Olympics.
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Extensive International Career: Lalit Upadhyay played 183 matches for India at the
senior international level, scoring 67 goals, showcasing his consistent presence and
contribution to the team's forward line since his debut at the 2014 Hockey World Cup.

Neeraj Chopra wins Ostrava Golden Spike Javelin title with 85.29m throw

Upcoming Event: Neeraj Chopra was initially scheduled to participate in the Ostrava
Golden Spike athletics meeting in the Czech Republic on June 24, but there's no
confirmation on his participation or winning the title with an 85.29m throw.

Recent Performance: Neeraj Chopra recently won the Paris Diamond League title with a
throw of 88.16m, showcasing his exceptional skill and technique in javelin throw.
Competition Schedule: After Paris, Chopra is reportedly set to participate in the Neeraj
Chopra Classic in Bengaluru on July 5, a World Athletics category A event that he is
hosting.

Training Focus: Chopra aims to strengthen his core muscles for consistent 90m throws
In international competitions, focusing on technique and power.

Season Highlights: Chopra began his 2025 season with a win in South Africa, throwing
84.52m, and later achieved a personal best of 90.23m at the Doha Diamond League,
becoming the first Indian to breach the 90m mark after a long wait.

Rishabh Pant Becomes First Indian Keeper to hit centuries in both Test innings

Record-Breaking Feat: Rishabh Pant became the second wicketkeeper globally to hit
centuries in both innings of a Test match, after Zimbabwe's Andy Flower.

Centuries in Both Innings: Pant scored 118 and 134 in the first and second innings,
respectively, in the Leeds Test against England.

Multiple Records Broken: Pant surpassed MS Dhoni's record for the most runs by an
Indian wicketkeeper in a Test match and became the third Indian wicketkeeper to take
150 Test catches.

Historic Achievement: Pant is the first Indian batter to score twin centuries in Test cricket
in England and the seventh Indian to hit centuries in both innings of a Test match.
Exceptional Performance: Pant's knock in the first innings helped India post a 400-plus
total, while his second-innings century put India in a strong position, showcasing his
exceptional batting skills.

Khelo India University Games to be held in Jaipur in November

Event Details: The fifth edition of the Khelo India University Games will take place in
Jaipur, Rajasthan, in November 2025, featuring over 4,000 athletes from more than 200
universities across India.

Host Universities: Poornima University and Rajasthan University will jointly host the
event, which will include competitions in at least 20 disciplines.
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Age Group: The Games are designed for under-25 athletes, providing a national platform
for young athletes to showcase their talent and attract attention from scouts and sports
federations.

Previous Edition: The 2024 edition of the Khelo India University Games was co-hosted
by seven Northeastern states, with Chandigarh University emerging as the overall
champion, followed by Lovely Professional University and Guru Nanak Dev University.
Expectations: Sports Minister Mansukh Mandaviya expects high-quality performances
from the athletes, stating that university students dominate multi-sport events worldwide,
and Rajasthan will likely see some outstanding performances.

Indian Junior Men’s Hockey Team Defeats Australia 2-1 at Nations Tournament

Match Outcome: The Indian junior men's hockey team defeated Australia 2-1 in the
battle for third place at the 4 Nations Tournament held in Berlin, Germany.

Goalscorers: Rohit scored the equalizer for India in the 45th minute following a penalty
corner, while Ajeet Yadav sealed the win with a fourth-quarter goal in the 52nd minute.
Toby Mallon had given Australia the lead with a field goal in the 40th minute.

Game Dynamics: The first half saw a tense battle with neither team managing to score in
the opening two quarters. Strong defensive structures and disciplined play kept the scores
level heading into the third quarter.

Tournament Performance: This win concludes India's campaign in the 4 Nations
Tournament. Earlier, India had a 1-7 loss to hosts Germany, a 3-1 victory against
Australia, and a 1-5 defeat against Spain in the pool stage.

AWARD NEWS

IPPB Bags Prestigious Digital Payments Award from Finance Ministry

Award Recognition: India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) received the Digital Payments
Award 2024-25 from the Ministry of Finance for its outstanding contribution to
advancing digital payments and promoting financial inclusion across India.

Ranking Achievement: IPPB secured the 1st position among all Payments Banks in India
for the Financial Year 2024-25, after earning a ‘Special Mention’ in the previous fiscal,
showecasing its consistent growth and performance.

Inclusive Banking: IPPB's doorstep banking model, powered by over 2 lakh postmen and
Gramin Dak Sevaks, has made digital financial services accessible even in the remotest
villages, bridging the urban-rural divide in financial services.

Digital Services: IPPB offers paperless, cashless, and presence-less banking services
through India Stack, with multilingual digital interfaces in 13 languages, catering to over
11 crore customers in 5.57 lakh villages and towns across the country.

Foot notes:
About IPPB-
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e Secretary of Department of Posts: Vineet Pandey
e Headquarters: New Delhi
e Founded: 2017

The Hindu has won ‘The Champion of Digital Media Awards South Asia 2025

e Multiple Award Wins: The Hindu won a total of 10 awards, showcasing its excellence
in digital publishing across various categories.

e Champion Publisher: Although the exact criteria for "The Champion of Digital Media
Awards South Asia 2025" aren't specified, The Hindu's multiple wins indicate its strong
performance.

e Recognition: These awards recognize excellence in digital publishing, highlighting The
Hindu's innovative approaches to storytelling, audience engagement, and technology-
driven news experiences.

e Global Competition: The gold winners, including The Hindu, will automatically qualify
for WAN-IFRA's World Digital Media Awards, competing with top digital projects
globally.

Foot notes:

About The Hindu-
e CEO: L.V. Navaneeth
e Founded: 1878

BEML receives National Recognition for Export Excellence at EEPC India 2025

e Award Details: BEML Limited, a leading multi-technology enterprise under the
Ministry of Defence, Government of India, was honored with the National Award for
Outstanding Export Performance at the 55th EEPC India National Awards 2025, held in
Mumbai on June 21, 2025.

e Export Performance: The award recognizes BEML's significant contribution to India's
engineering exports during FY 2022-23, where the company exported 71 advanced
machines to multiple African nations, solidifying its role in international infrastructure
and industrial development.

e Global Presence: BEML's global footprint now spans over 1,400 units across 72
countries, including strategic markets in Africa, the Middle East, ASEAN, and SAARC
regions, showcasing its ability to deliver cutting-edge engineering solutions worldwide.

e Commitment to 'Make in India': This national recognition underscores BEML's
alignment with the 'Make in India’ initiative, reflecting its dedication to indigenous R&D,
global partnerships, and world-class manufacturing in the mobility, mining, and defence
sectors.

Foot notes:
About BEML-
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e Chairman & MD: Shantanu Roy
e Headquarters: Bengaluru
e Founded: 1964

NTPC's Kamal Nath Thakur honoured with ‘CMA of the Year Award 2024°

e Company Overview: NTPC Limited is India's largest integrated power utility,
contributing nearly 25% of the country's electricity needs with an installed generation
capacity of over 77 GW.

e Awards and Recognitions: NTPC has received several awards, including the Forward
Faster Sustainability Award 2025 for Water Resilience, ATD BEST Award 2025 for
talent development, and "India's Best Workplaces in Manufacturing 2022 — Top 30"
recognition.

e Sustainability Initiatives: NTPC prioritizes sustainable practices, focusing on water
conservation, efficient resource utilization and environmental stewardship.

e Diversified Business Ventures: NTPC has expanded into emerging energy sectors,
including e-mobility solutions, battery storage, pumped hydro storage and green
hydrogen solutions.

e Commitment to Clean Energy: NTPC is committed to adopting best-in-class practices,
fostering innovation, and investing in clean energy technologies to drive India's transition
to sustainable electricity generation.

Foot notes:
About NTPC-

e Chairman & MD: Gurdeep Singh

o Headquarters: New Delhi

e Founded: 1975

India among 6 countries conferred with Bloomberg Philanthropies Awards

e Award Category: India received the 'O' category award under the WHO's MPOWER
strategy, which stands for "Offer help to quit tobacco use". This recognition highlights
India's efforts in promoting tobacco cessation and reducing tobacco use.

e National Tobacco Control Programme: India's National Tobacco Control Programme
(NTCP) has established over 675 tobacco cessation centers across district hospitals,
providing 1.35 million counseling sessions in 2023-24. The National Tobacco Quitline
Services (NTQLS) handles around 42,000 calls per month.

e Tobacco Cessation Efforts: India has implemented various initiatives to help people quit
tobacco, including tobacco cessation clinics, screening and intervention in primary care at
Ayushman Arogya Mandirs, and establishing mCessation and National Tobacco
Quitlines.
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Global Recognition: The award was presented by Michael Bloomberg, founder of
Bloomberg Philanthropies and WHO Global Ambassador for Noncommunicable
Diseases and injuries, at the World Conference on Tobacco Control in Dublin, Ireland.
This recognition underscores India's position as a global leader in public health.

GAIL India Limited Honored with Dual Accolades for Excellence in Cost Management

2025

Recognition: GAIL India Limited's Executive Director, S.K. Sinha, received a Certificate
of Appreciation from the Institute of Cost Accountants of India (ICAI) for his
outstanding contribution to cost management and support for professional development in
the finance sector.

Award Ceremony: The accolade was presented during a ceremony at Vigyan Bhawan,
New Delhi, in the presence of the Honorable President of India, Droupadi Murmu,
highlighting professional excellence and institutional commitment to cost and financial
leadership.

GAIL's Achievement: This recognition reflects GAIL's broader values of financial
discipline, transparency, and institutional leadership, reinforcing its reputation as a
consistent advocate for cost optimization and strategic fiscal governance.

S.K. Sinha's Role: Sinha has been instrumental in establishing GAIL as a brand tied to
energy leadership and financial governance, showcasing his expertise in strategic cost
management, financial propriety, and policy development.

Organizational Pride: GAIL expressed pride in Sinha's recognition, stating it reflects
the organization's collective dedication to financial stewardship and nation-building
through strong institutional partnerships.

Foot notes:
About GAIL-

Chairman & MD: Sandeep Kumar Gupta
Headquarters: New Delhi
Founded: 1984

Shrivalli Bhamidipaty wins the BJK Cup Heart Award

Award Winner: Shrivalli Bhamidipaty has been awarded the prestigious Billie Jean
King Cup Heart Award for the Asia/Oceania zone, recognizing her exceptional courage,
commitment, and team spirit in representing India in the Billie Jean King Cup.

Third Indian Woman: She becomes the third Indian woman to receive this award,
following tennis legends Sania Mirza (2020) and Ankita Raina (2026), who have also
excelled in international team tennis competitions.
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Performance: Shrivalli won all her five singles matches in the Asia/Oceania Group |
ties, helping India retain its position in Group | and qualifying for the World Group
playoff.

Voting: She secured the award with 78% of the vote share, surpassing Lulu Sun of New
Zealand.

Donation: Shrivalli donated the $2,000 cash prize accompanying the award to the
Vaidehi Seva Samithi, an organization that empowers women through education and life-
skill training.

V.V. Kumar recently honoured with a book

Book Launch: A book launch was held to celebrate V.V. Kumar's 90th birthday,
featuring anecdotes, tributes, and memories from former cricketers and personalities.
Authored Books: V.V. Kumar has authored over 35 books, including "Classical
Mechanics" and "Customer Relationship Management: Concept, Strategy, and Tools",
showcasing his expertise in marketing and physics.

Marketing Legend: Kumar has been recognized as a "Marketing Legend" and featured
in the "Legends in Marketing™ series, highlighting his contributions to the field of
marketing.

Awards and Recognition: He has received over 20 Lifetime Achievement Awards and
25 Research and Teaching Excellence Awards for his work in marketing.

Research Impact: Kumar's research has had significant impact, with over 68,800
publication citations and $2 billion in revenue gains for businesses through
implementation of his marketing science models.

BEML bags Golden Peacock Eco-Innovation Award 2025 for All-Electric BRS-21 Rope
Shovel

Prestigious National Recognition: The Institute of Directors (I0D) presented BEML
with the Golden Peacock Eco-Innovation Award 2025 for the all-electric BRS-21 rope
shovel during the 26th International Conference on Environment Management & Climate
Change (June 26-27, 2025)

India’s First Indigenously Built Electric Rope Shovel: The BRS-21 is the first fully
electric rope shovel designed and manufactured entirely in India, signaling a major step
toward self-reliant industrial innovation

Eco-Friendly Mining Technology: As a zero-emission mining machine, the BRS-21
eliminates diesel use, significantly reducing carbon emissions while increasing
operational energy efficiency

Major Scale & Capability: Weighing in at 720 tons with a 21 m® bucket, it stands as
India's largest indigenously developed electric rope shovel, built within 24 months to
support heavy-duty surface operations
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e Integrated Green Manufacturing Strategy: The award ceremony highlighted BEML’s
broader sustainability practices—including electric heavy equipment variants, solar-
powered factories, and green design measures—demonstrating its commitment to
climate-conscious industrial solutions

Foot notes:

About BEML-
e Chairman & MD: Shantanu Roy
e Headquarters: Bangalore
e Founded: 1964

APPOINTMENT & PERSON IN NEWS

Balakrishnan V appointed as Inspector General in BSF

e Appointment: Balakrishnan V, a 2003-batch IPS officer from Tamil Nadu, has been
appointed as Inspector General (IG) in the Border Security Force (BSF) on a central
deputation basis.

e Previous Role: Before joining BSF, he was serving as Inspector General (IG) of
Administration in the office of the Director General of Police and Head of Police Force
(DGP/HOPF) in Chennai.

e Empanelment: Balakrishnan V was empanelled to hold 1G-level posts at the Centre in
March 2025, paving the way for his current appointment.

e Central Deputation: His appointment to BSF is part of his central deputation, as per an
order issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) on June 20, 2025.

e Tenure: While the exact tenure of his appointment isn't specified, it marks a significant
role for Balakrishnan V in maintaining national security and overseeing BSF operations.

Foot notes:
About BSF-
e Headquarters: New Delhi
e Director General: Daljit Singh Chaudhary

Professor Suman Chakraborty appointed as Director of IIT Kharagpur

e Appointment: Professor Suman Chakraborty was appointed as the Director of T
Kharagpur in June 2025, becoming one of the few faculty members to rise to this position
from within the institute.

e Background: Chakraborty is a renowned professor at [IT Kharagpur, known for his work
in microfluidics, nanofluidics, and microscale/nanoscale transport processes.
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Research Contributions: He has made significant contributions to the field of
microfluidics, developing novel low-cost medical devices for sensing, diagnostics, and
therapeutics, particularly for resource-limited settings.

Awards and Recognition: Chakraborty is a recipient of the Infosys Prize in Engineering
and Computer Science (2022), Shanti Swarup Bhatnagar Prize (2013), and the G.D. Birla
Award (2020), and has been elected as a Fellow of several prestigious academies,
including the American Physical Society and the Royal Society of Chemistry.

Foot notes:
About II'T Kharagpur-

Chairman: T. V. Narendran
Established: 1951

Kangana Ranaut named brand ambassador for World Para Athletics

Appointment: Kangana Ranaut, a renowned Bollywood actress and politician, has been
appointed as the brand ambassador for the New Delhi 2025 World Para Athletics
Championships by the Paralympic Committee of India.

Role: As brand ambassador, Ranaut will champion the values of resilience, inclusion, and
excellence, promoting para-athletics in India and inspiring the next generation of athletes
and fans across the country.

Event Details: The New Delhi 2025 World Para Athletics Championships will take place
from September 26 to October 5, featuring athletes from over 100 countries and more
than 1,000 athletes competing in various events.

PCIl President's Endorsement: Devendra Jhajharia, President of the Paralympic
Committee of India and a two-time Paralympic gold medalist, praised Ranaut's passion,
influence, and commitment to India's athletes, making her a perfect ambassador for the
championships.

Sivasubramanian Ramann Takes Charge as New PFRDA Chairperson

Appointment and Tenure: Ramann was appointed by the Government of India on April
8, 2025, and assumed charge on June 20, 2025. His tenure will last for five years or until
he attains the age of 65, whichever is earlier.

Background and Experience: Ramann is an officer of the Indian Audit and Accounts
Service (IA&AS) and has held various leadership positions, including Chairman and MD
of SIDBI, MD & Chief Executive Officer of National E-Governance Services Ltd
(NeSL), and Principal Accountant General of Jharkhand.

Qualifications: Ramann holds a Bachelor's degree in Economics and an MBA from the
University of Delhi, as well as multiple professional and academic qualifications,
including an MSc in Financial Regulation from the London School of Economics, an
LLB, and a Certified Internal Auditor credential.
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Role and Responsibilities: He will oversee the transition of central government staff
from the National Pension System (NPS) to the Unified Pension System.

Remuneration and Significance: Ramann will receive a consolidated monthly pay and
allowances of ¥5,62,500 without the facility of house or car.

Foot notes:
About PFRDA-

Founded: 2003
Headquarters: New Delhi
Chairman: Sivasubramanian Ramann

Shri Manoj Kumar Sharma appointed as Director (Catering Services), IRCTC

Overview: Indian Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation (IRCTC) is a Ministry of
Railways PSU responsible for catering, tourism, and online ticketing services across
Indian Railways.

Role of Director (Catering Services): The Director oversees catering operations,
ensuring quality, hygiene, and efficiency in passenger meal services onboard trains and at
railway stations.

Current Director: The current Director is Dr. Lokiah Ravikumar, although Manoj
Kumar Sharma has been selected for the role and is awaiting approval.

Board of Directors: IRCTC's Board consists of functional directors, government
directors, and independent directors, including Chairman & Managing Director Sh.
Sanjay Kumar Jain.

Services: IRCTC provides various services, including catering, tourism, and online
ticketing, playing a crucial role in enhancing the passenger experience across the Indian
Railways network.

Foot notes:
About IRCTC-

Chairman & MD: Sanjay Kumar Jain
Headquarters: New Delhi
Founded: 1999

Rahul Raichur appointed as Private Secretary to the Minister for Consumer Affairs

Appointment: Rahul Raichur, a 2015-batch IRS officer, has been appointed as Private
Secretary to Union Minister Pralhad Joshi, who oversees the Ministries of Consumer
Affairs, Food & Public Distribution, and New & Renewable Energy.

Role and Responsibilities: As Private Secretary, Raichur will support Minister Joshi in
managing the dual portfolios of consumer affairs and renewable energy, leveraging his
expertise in revenue services and governance.
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e Level of Appointment: Raichur will function at the Deputy Secretary level, playing a
crucial role in policy-making and decision-making processes within the Ministry.

e Background: As an IRS officer, Raichur brings valuable experience in governance and
revenue services, which will be beneficial in supporting Minister Joshi's initiatives and
responsibilities.

Skechers appoints Kartik Aaryan as Brand Ambassador for Indian Market

e Brand Overview: Skechers is a global leader in designing and marketing lifestyle,
athletic, and casual footwear, prioritizing comfort and innovation.

e Kartik Aaryan Partnership: Skechers has appointed Bollywood actor Kartik Aaryan as
its brand ambassador for India, leveraging his broad appeal and dynamic persona to
connect with young consumers.

e Product Focus: The partnership will promote Skechers' Hands Free Slip-ins footwear,
featuring the brand's exclusive Heel Pillow technology for effortless slip-in and slip-out
functionality.

e Marketing Campaign: Kartik Aaryan will star in a marketing campaign showecasing
Skechers' innovation, comfort, and style, targeting India's growing youth demographic.

Foot notes:
About Skechers-

e Chairman & CEO: Robert Greenberg

e Headquarters: California, U.S.

e Founded: 1992

Ramesh Verma designated as Chairman, DSSSB

e Appointment: Ramesh Verma, a 2009 batch IAS officer of AGMUT cadre, has been
appointed as the Chairman of the Delhi Subordinate Services Selection Board (DSSSB).
e Background: Verma's appointment comes after Congress leader Dr. Naresh Kumar
raised concerns about the board's non-functionality and vacancies, prompting the Delhi
government to take action.
e Previous Role: Before joining DSSSB, Verma served in various roles, including Chief
Electoral Officer in Goa and Secretary in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands government.
e Qualifications: Verma holds a B.Sc. in Physics and an M.Sc. in Chemistry from
Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati Vidyalaya Ajmer M.L.Y. Govt. College. He has also
undergone mid-career training at LBSNAA Mussoorie.
e Additional Charge: Verma has been given additional charge as Director of Union
Territories Civil Services (UTCS) alongside his role as DSSSB Chairman.
Foot notes:
About DSSSB-
e Previous Chairman: Sh. Shurbir Singh
e Established: 1998
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Rear Admiral Jaswinder Singh to hold charge of Director (BC&T) in Shipping
Corporation of India

Additional Charge: Rear Admiral Jaswinder Singh, Director (Liner & Passenger
Services) at Shipping Corporation of India, has been assigned additional charge as
Director (Bulk Carrier & Tanker) for three months starting July 1, 2025, or until further
orders.

Leadership Role: Singh has been leading SCl's Liner and Passenger Services segment
since 2023 and is also a Director on the Board of SCI Bharat IFSC Ltd, a wholly-owned
subsidiary of SCI.

Maritime Expertise: With a decorated career in the Indian Navy, Singh brings extensive
maritime leadership experience to SCI, overseeing critical operational arms in bulk cargo
and tanker transport.

Academic and Professional Background: Singh is a Postgraduate in Business
Administration and an alumnus of the Naval Postgraduate School, California, and the
Defence Services Staff College, Wellington. He has been awarded the Nau Sena Medal
for distinguished service in the Indian Navy.

Shashvat Kumar appointed as Commandant (SP level) in SSB

Appointment: Shashvat Kumar, an IPS officer from the 2016 batch of Tripura cadre, has
been appointed as Commandant (SP level) in Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB).

Current Role: Before this appointment, Kumar was serving as Additional SP (Urban) in
West Tripura district and had previously held positions such as SDPO, Sadar with
additional charge of Dy. SP (CAW), West Tripura.

Seniority: Kumar was promoted to the IPS Senior Time Scale in the Pay Matrix Level-
11, as per a notification from the Tripura government,

Deputation Basis: His appointment as Commandant in SSB is on a deputation basis, as
per official notifications from the Government of India.

Background: Kumar's appointment reflects his growing responsibilities within the Indian
Police Service, with recent postings and promotions indicating his increasing role in
security and law enforcement agencies.

Mukesh Saini joins IRCTC Board as Chief Regional Officer

Appointment: Mukesh Saini has been appointed as the Chief Regional Officer at the
IRCTC Regional Office in Jaipur, effective June 20, 2025, on a deputation basis for a
period of three years.

Background: Saini is a 2008-batch IRTS officer with 17 years of experience in the
railways, previously serving as Deputy Chief Commercial Manager (PM & PS) at North
Western Railway (NWR) headquarters.
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e Terms of Appointment: His appointment is on usual terms of deputation, which

typically involves a fixed tenure and specific responsibilities.

Role and Responsibilities: As Chief Regional Officer, Saini will oversee IRCTC
operations in the Jaipur region, focusing on improving customer service, managing
tourism initiatives, and enhancing railway catering services.

Naveen Pandey appointed as MD of Bajaj consumer
e Appointment Details: Naveen Pandey has been appointed as the Managing Director of

Bajaj Consumer Care, effective July 1, 2025, for a tenure of five years, subject to
approval at the company's 19th Annual General Meeting.

Background: Pandey brings over two decades of rich leadership experience in the
FMCG sector, having previously held key roles at companies like Unibic Foods, Marico,
PepsiCo, and Asian Paints.

Previous Role: Before joining Bajaj Consumer Care, Pandey served as the Chief
Executive Officer of Unibic Foods India Pvt Ltd, where he successfully scaled up the
brand's national presence and consumer engagement.

Leadership Experience: Pandey has led high-impact businesses throughout his career,
including launching new product categories, managing large-scale P&L operations, and
delivering consistent business performance across geographies.

UGRO Capital appoints Anuj Pandey as CEO

Internal Promotion & Institutional Continuity: AnujPandey, one of UGRO’s
founding team members and its current Chief Risk Officer, has been elevated to the role
of Chief Executive Officer

Rich Leadership Experience: He brings around 25 years of diverse experience across
notable firms including GSK Consumer, ABN AMRO Bank, Barclays, and Religare,
combining strong expertise in risk governance, credit strategy, and product development
Oversight of MSME Operations & Digital Platforms: As CEO, Pandey will lead
UGRO’s pan-India MSME lending operations, digital platforms, and partner
ecosystem—with a focus on disciplines like embedded finance and fintech innovation
Guiding Growth Amid Strategic Expansion: His appointment comes as UGRO
surpasses 212,000 crore in assets under management, expands to over 300 branches, and
completes the acquisition of Profectus Capital—marking a pivotal growth phase for the
NBFC

Balanced Leadership Model: Pandey will report to Founder & MD Shachindra Nath,
who will continue to lead long-term strategy, governance, and investor relations—while
Pandey takes charge of day-to-day business execution .

IMPORTANT DAYS
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International Yoga Day observed on 21st June

Date Significance: June 21st marks the summer solstice in the Northern Hemisphere and
holds spiritual significance in many cultures, including India, where Lord Shiva is said to
have begun imparting yoga knowledge to humanity.

UN Declaration: The United Nations declared June 21st as International Yoga Day in
2014, following a proposal by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi, with 177 nations
co-sponsoring the resolution.

Global Celebrations: International Yoga Day is celebrated worldwide with yoga
sessions, gatherings, and events promoting physical, mental, and spiritual well-being, and
the practice of yoga.

Theme: The theme for International Yoga Day 2025 is "Yoga for One Earth, One
Health," emphasizing the connection between individual well-being and planetary health,
and promoting sustainable living.

Initiatives: The Ministry of Ayush plans to organize various programs, including "Yoga
Samavesh," targeting special groups such as senior citizens.

International Olympic Day observed on 23rd June

History: The day commemorates the founding of thelnternational Olympic Committee
(10C) on June 23, 1894, by Pierre de Coubertin, who revived the ancient Olympic Games
to promote international peace and physical fitness. The first Olympic Day was
celebrated in 1948.

Significance: Olympic Day promotes physical activity, sportsmanship, and inclusion,
encouraging people of all ages and backgrounds to lead active, healthy lifestyles. It
emphasizes the Olympic values of excellence, friendship, and respect.

Theme: The theme for International Olympic Day 2025 is "Let's Move?" which
embodies the spirit of cooperation and solidarity, inspiring people to move more, connect
more, and inspire more

Celebrations: People participate in various activities such as Olympic Day runs, virtual
workouts, local sports festivals, and community service. Many countries also provide free
admission to sporting facilities to promote community cohesion and play.

Global Impact: Olympic Day has evolved into a global phenomenon, involving millions
of people worldwide. It serves as a reminder of the power of sports to unite people,
promote peace, and inspire excellence.

Samvidhan Hatya Diwas is observed on 25th June

Commemoration: Samvidhan Hatya Diwas is observed to commemorate the imposition
of the Emergency in India on June 25, 1975, when the Constitution was trampled over,
and fundamental rights were suspended.
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Emergency Period: The Emergency lasted for 21 months, from June 25, 1975, to March
21, 1977, during which lakhs of people were imprisoned without trial, and the media was
silenced.

Government's Declaration: The government declared June 25 as Samvidhan Hatya
Diwas to pay tribute to those who suffered and fought against the gross abuse of power
during the Emergency period.

Constitutional Significance: The day highlights the importance of upholding the
Constitution and its values, and serves as a reminder of the consequences of allowing
dictatorial forces to take over.

International Day Against Drug Abuse observed on 26th June

Date and Significance: June 26 is observed globally as International Day Against Drug
Abuse and Illicit Trafficking to raise awareness about the global drug crisis and promote
multilateral action toward prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation.

Theme 2025: The theme for 2025 is "Break the Cycle. #StopOrganizedCrime",
emphasizing the need for focused long-term action to disrupt the link between drug
trafficking and organized crime, and investing in prevention, including justice, education,
health care, and alternative livelihoods.

Global Impact: According to the UNODC World Drug Report, 292 million people used
illicit drugs in 2022, a 20% increase over the previous decade. The global burden of drug
use can cost up to 2% of a country's GDP, draining healthcare, legal, and social systems.

Micro,Small & Medium Sezed Enterprises Day observed on 27th June

UN-designated observance: June27 was declared by the United Nations General
Assembly in 2017 as Micro-, Small & Medium-Sized Enterprises Day, aimed at raising
global awareness of MSMESs’ vital contributions to economic growth and sustainable
development

Economic significance: MSMEs make up around 90 % of all businesses globally,
contribute about 50 % of GDP, and provide over 70 % of employment, especially in
developing economies

2025 theme — “Business for MSMEs: Connecting the Entrepreneurs”: The 2025 theme
emphasizes building networks between MSMEs, investors, policymakers, and tech
providers to unlock growth, innovation, and international expansion

India’s MSME landscape: In India, the sector includes over 63 million enterprises,
contributes roughly 30 % of GDP and more than 45 % of exports, and employs around
110 million people

Focus on resilience, digital tech & green growth: Observance events spotlight
MSMESs’ adaptability, technology adoption, and role in sustainable development, while
addressing challenges like finance access, digital maturity, and climate resilience.
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OBITUARY NEWS

Padma Shri Awardee ‘Aranya Rishi’ Maruti Chitampalli passed away

Passed Away: Maruti Chitampalli, fondly known as ‘Aranya Rishi’, passed away on
June 18, 2025, at the age of 93 in Solapur, Maharashtra, due to age-related ailments.
Contribution: He was a renowned environmentalist, wildlife expert, and author who
dedicated his life to forest conservation and ecological literature, serving in the Forest
Department for 36 years and traveling over 5 lakh kilometers across India.

Awards and Recognition: Chitampalli received the Padma Shri award on April 30,
2025, for his lifetime contribution to environmental conservation and ecological
literature, and was also a recipient of the Vinda Karandikar Jeevan Gaurav Puraskar in
2017.

Literary Works: He authored several notable books, including ‘Pakshikosha’
(Encyclopedia of Birds), ‘Pashukosha’ (Encyclopedia of Animals), and ‘Matsyakosha’
(Encyclopedia of Fish), and wrote over 25 books on wildlife and conservation.

Legacy: Chitampalli's work had a profound impact on environmental awareness and
conservation in India, and he is remembered as a spiritual guardian of forests and a
people's naturalist.

Veteran actor-director Vivek Lagoo passed away

Career: Lagoo was a prominent figure in Marathi theatre and cinema, with notable
contributions to television and films like "Ugly" (2013), "What About Savarkar" (2015),
and "31 Divas" (2018). He was known for his versatility and depth in his performances.
Personal Life: Vivek was married to actress Reema Lagoo, with whom he shared a
passion for theatre. Although they parted ways, they maintained mutual respect and
understanding until Reema's passing in 2017. Their daughter, Mrunmayee Lagoo Waikul,
Is a writer and director who has worked on projects like "Thappad" and "Scoop".

Legacy: Lagoo's demise has been met with condolences from the film industry, with
Maharashtra's Cultural Affairs Minister, Ashish Shelar, praising his contributions to
Marathi theatre and cinema. His legacy continues through his daughter Mrunmayee, who
has carved a niche for herself in the industry.

FedEx founder Fred Smith, pioneer of express delivery passed away

Early Life and Education: Fred Smith was born on August 11, 1944, in Marks,
Mississippi. He graduated from Yale University in 1966 with a degree in economics,
where he conceptualized the idea for an integrated air-to-ground delivery system.
Military Service: Smith served two tours in Vietnam as a Marine Corps officer, earning
the Silver Star, Bronze Star, and two Purple Hearts. He left the military as a captain in
1970.
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Founding of FedEx: Smith founded FedEx in 1973 with a fleet of 14 aircraft, pioneering
overnight shipping and revolutionizing logistics. He led the company to become a global
powerhouse, handling 17 million shipments daily.

Leadership and Legacy: Smith stepped down as CEO in 2022 but remained executive
chairman. He was known for his leadership philosophy, rooted in the "People-Service-
Profit" culture, and was widely respected for his vision and integrity.

Former Indian left-arm spinner Dilip Doshi passed away

Legendary Career Stats: Doshi represented India in 33 Test matches, taking 114
wickets (including six five-wicket hauls), alongside 22 wickets in 15 ODIs, showcasing
his skill as a classical slow left-arm orthodox spinner

Passed Away in London: He passed away at the age of 77 in London due to cardiac
arrest, having been based there for several decades

Highly Respected by Cricketing Icons: Cricket icons like Sachin Tendulkar and Ravi
Shastri expressed sorrow at his passing, remembering him as a “warm-hearted soul” and
“a gentleman to the core”
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